Saved 2 Serve the Lost
Sword Drill: Romans 

· Have the children identify where this is in the Bible.
· Transition Curriculum logo: The gospel is a “Truth believed that changes everything”.  The gospel can be summarized in five simple truths: (Refer to Five finger gospel lesson) 
1) I am a sinner, 
2) God will judge my sin, 
3) Jesus was not a sinner, 
4) He died for my sins and rose the third day, 
5) if I turn from my sin and receive him, God will save me.  
When God saves us he begins changing our attitudes, character, service, and priorities.  In tonight’s lesson we will turn our attention to service.  
The world is filled with people who are mostly concerned with themselves, but through the gospel, God is changing believers into people who exist for the benefit of others.  In the past we have talked about groups of people that we have special responsibility toward.  Tonight we are going to talk about our responsibility to serve the lost with the gospel.

· What do we mean by “the lost”?—Jesus said that he came to seek and to save the lost…that is people who don’t know that they are in trouble because of their sin and in need of a savior.
Learning Activity:  Set a timer and have the children search for hidden treasure (choose a yummy snack (we have used Lifesaver candies in the past).  Hide enough for everyone, make sure the snack is hidden in an impossibly difficult place so that the only way to find it is to be led there by someone who already knows where it is).  Once the children have searched in vain for a few minutes, casually lead one student to the “stash”, instruct that student to hide the candy in their pocket as they identify one other person that they will lead to the “stash”.  Once they have led someone to the treasure they must return to their seat until all have returned.  Instruct the children to wait to eat the snack until they return to their seat.  For younger children, just hide a bag of candy and let the kids search, and the one who finds it gets to share the blessing with everyone.  
When the activity is over ask the children: 

1. How long do you think you would have had to search to find the treasure all on your own?  

2. How would you have felt if the first person had kept the treasure a secret?

3. Would that have been kind to keep the treasure all to yourself?

4. How is the game we played like telling others about Jesus?

1.  We have an amazing secret to share with others.

2.  They will likely not discover it on their own.

3.  They will not know about what Jesus offers them unless we tell them.

4.  Time is running out.

Worship: Let This Mind Be In You, Count Down Song, Be a Missionary everyday
Sword Drill Romans 10:15b  “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!”
Transition:

Before we begin looking at the ways we can serve the lost I want to discuss two really good reasons for us to serve the lost. 

· (use one finger to point to heaven and the other to Hell) as you ask the children to guess what those two reasons might be?  

· As the children identify Heaven or Hell, ask them to share things that the Bible teaches us about those two places.  (Clarify that Hell is not a curse word when we speak of the actual place.)
· As you discuss Hell and Heaven make it clear that all men are born in sin, and if they do nothing, they will be sent to this dreadful place, it is only by receiving the gospel that one can be granted forgiveness and eternal life.  This is why it is so important that we take our responsibility to serve the lost so seriously…because the stakes are so high!
· Heaven: emphasize what will not be there: Conscious, eternal, rest, joy, and peace

· Hell: Conscious, eternal, torment
Three ways we can serve the lost:
1.  I can tell.
· Picture: The woman at the well went and told everyone about Jesus.
· Romans 10:14 But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?
2.  I can pray.
· Colossians 4:3(NKJV) 3meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ…
· I think we can unnecessarily drive people away because we force the gospel on them instead of praying that God would open an opportunity for us to share the message with them.  But don’t be deceived, sometimes even when God opens a door for us to share it can result in them being offended.

3.  I can prepare.
· 1 Peter 3:15(NKJV) ...and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
· We have been helping to be prepared by reviewing the five finger gospel each night when we gather.  This is one tool you can use.

· You may not have all the answers, but share what you know, tell your testimony.

· Study and memorize so that you can become better at sharing the gospel with others

· It doesn’t all depend on you…you share, God works on their heart

· If there is time remaining, you could allow the students to break up in pairs and practice using the five finger gospel.
Discussion Questions: 

1.  Do you feel responsible to tell others about Jesus?  Why, why not?
2.  Who are some unsaved people you are regularly around for whom you could be praying that God would open a door to share with them the gospel?

3.  What do you think would be the hardest part of telling someone else about Jesus?

4.  Practice reviewing the five points of the gospel outline that were discussed in class.
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