
Growth Group Leader Guide  
 
This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide.  Please feel free as the 
leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit your group’s 
dynamics.  
 
Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.     
 

Intro to Exodus 

 
• What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to 

be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. 
 
 
Intro (Read Exodus 1:1-8) 
 

• In what ways is Exodus the continued story of Genesis? 
 

• According to Deuteronomy 7:6-8, why did God choose Israel as His treasured 
possession? 
 

• Read 1 Corinthians 1:27 and talk about how it relates to the book of Genesis and 
Exodus. 
 

• How is Exodus 1:7 full of hope for Israel and also for the entire world? Read the 
following verses to help answer this question. 
 

o Genesis 1:28 
o Genesis 9:1 
o Genesis 9:7 
o Genesis 12:1 
o Genesis 26:4 

 
• Read Exodus 1:8 and as a group discuss how Pharaoh is portrayed as a “seed of the 

serpent” (Gen. 3:15). 
 
 
I. Pharaoh’s First attempt – Slavery (Read Exodus 1:9-13) 
 

• How is Pharaoh using a hypothetical situation and fear to control his people? 
 

• John Calvin says that “Exodus 1:9-10 appropriately describes the king’s action as a 
classic example of using an ‘alleged threat’ as an occasion for one’s own 
wickedness.” How and why is fear such a powerful tool to control people? 



 
• What are ways that fear is used in some cultures to control its population?  How 

does the gospel address fear? 
 

• How does Exodus 1:12 reflect the hope found in verse 7?   
 

• Why do you think the Egyptians were in dread of the people of Israel (verse 12)? 
 
 
II. Second Attempt – A Quiet Genocide (Read Exodus 1:15-21) 
 

• The Israelite midwives disobeyed Pharaoh’s command to kill the Jewish baby boys.  
When, if ever, is civil disobedience the right choice?  Why?  

 
• Why are the midwives great examples of faithfulness to God?  What were their 

motives for disobeying Pharaoh (verse 17)?  
 

• How was this an attempt by Pharaoh to have a quiet genocide?  How does Exodus 
1:15-16 parallel the horrors we see in today’s abortion culture?   
 

• How should we explain God’s blessing on the midwives even though they lied in 
verse 19? 
 

• Why do even our best deeds need to be covered with God’s grace? 
 
 
III. Third attempt – An Overt Genocide (Read Exodus 1:22-2:10) 
 

• How does the account of God’s providence in protecting baby Moses encourage you? 
 

• In what way is God’s gracious mission in Jesus Christ also seen in the book of 
Exodus? Read Matthew 2:13-15 to help answer this question.  

 
• Why do you think the author of Exodus used the word “Ark” in verse 3 (use the 

NKJV to see this)?  How does Exodus 2 mirror the story of Noah and the Ark? What 
ways are they different? 
 

• How is the providence of God seen in Exodus 2:9-10?   
 

• Read Hebrews 11:23. How was Moses’ mom acting in faith when she hid Moses for 
3 months?  How was Moses’ sister faithful?  
 

• Why should we not be surprised that there was opposition to God’s purposes in 
Exodus 1 & 2? Read the following verses and discuss as a group why we shouldn’t be 
surprised when we face persecutions. 



 
o Matthew 10:21-22 
o John 15:19 
o John 17:14 
o 1 John 5:19 
o Genesis 3:15 

 
• In Sunday’s sermon Nathan made the statement that, “evil will always be frustrated 

by its inability to stop God and His purposes.”  How is this seen in the first two 
chapters of Exodus, and why is this encouraging? 

 
• How is the cross the greatest example of evil’s inability to stop God and His 

purposes?   
 

• How does Genesis 50:20 encourage us as we will inevitably face persecution in the 
future? 
 

• Why is it interesting that God’s name (Yahweh or LORD) is not used in the first two 
chapters of Exodus? 
 

• What do you think Exodus 6:2-3 means?  


