
Growth Group Leader Guide  
 
This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide.  Please feel free as the 
leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit your group’s 
dynamics.  
 
Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.     
 

Why Do We Need a New Covenant? Part One 

 
 What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to 

be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. 
 
2 – Points of Sunday’s Sermon 
 

 What the Old Covenant was 
 What the Old Covenant is 

 
I. What the Old Covenant was 
 

 John MacArthur says, “Covenants are central to God’s plans and constitute the 
vehicles through which God’s kingdom purposes unfold.” What is MacArthur saying 
about the importance of understanding the covenants in the Bible? 

 
 Read Genesis 12:1-3 and 17:1-9. What is God promising Abraham in these 

passages? 
 

 Read Exodus 19:4-6. How is this covenant with Moses and Israel built upon the 
foundation of God’s covenant with Abraham? Refer to Genesis 17:1-9 to help answer 
this question. 

 
 Read Exodus 34:6-7. How are these characteristics of God displayed in His 

covenantal relationship with Israel?  
 

 
Read Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

 Based on the Jeremiah 31 passage, why was the new covenant something that God’s 
people would look forward to? (Leader cheat: focus on Jeremiah 31:33-34) 

 
 When have you been tempted to think that not following God would be easier or 

better? 
 
 
 
 



II. What the Old Covenant is 
 

 Read Hebrews 8:6-13. What is the author of Hebrews saying Christ has done with 
the old covenant? 
 

 How has the ministry of Christ made the old covenant obsolete? 
 

 Why don’t we just ignore the Old Testament and, with it, the old covenant if it has 
been declared obsolete? 

 
Read Galatians 3:24-26 
 

 Historically, there have been two responses to the relationship between the gospel 
and the law. People have tended to either become legalistic and bring some form of 
law (or even the Old Testament Law) back into Christianity, or they have claimed 
that there is no need to follow any of God’s commands because of the gospel. Which 
way do you tend to lean? Why do you think that is? 
 

 How was the law temporary? Why is it still relevant to believers today? 
 

 What can Christ do for sinners that the law is unable to do? How is this comforting? 
 

 What are some ways that you might be unintentionally trying to earn your salvation 
or status as a “Christian?” 
 

 Even though we are no longer under the old covenant, we are still required to follow 
God’s commands (John 15:14-15). What purpose do these commands serve? How 
does that help you to better follow these commands? 
 

 What are some practical ways you can better follow Jesus’ commands? 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer:  
 
May we be united to the Savior by a living faith, and bring forth daily the fruits of 
righteousness to the glory of your name. May we strive more and more to grow in grace, 
laying aside every weight, and the sin that does most easily beset us, and running with 
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith. And grant, Lord, that we may all live under a becoming conviction of the shortness 
and uncertainty of life, and be aware that death and eternity are at hand. May we 
continually bear in mind that we know not how soon we shall be called away. May we live 
therefore as those who wait for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ with our loins girded 
and our lamps burning. 

 
William Wilberforce 


