
Growth Group Leader Guide  
 
This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide.  Please feel free as the 
leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit your group’s 
dynamics.  
 
Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.     
 

The Consecration of the Firstborn - October 31, 2021 
 

 What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to 
be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. 

 
 
4 Points of Sunday’s Sermon 
 

 The Purpose of the Ritual 
 The Significance of the Ritual 
 The Content of the Ritual 
 The Contrast of the Ritual 

 
 
I. The purpose of the ritual 
 

 Read Exodus 13:13 & Exodus 13:15. What does it mean to be redeemed? 
 

 What is the relationship between slavery and redemption?  
 

 Before salvation did you feel like you were enslaved to sin?  Why or why not? 
 

 Do you feel free from the slavery of sin? Explain. 
 

 Read Galatians 5:13 and discuss how you are using your freedom to serve one another. 
 

o Leaders Cheat: One another refers to Christians within the Church. 
 

 Read and discuss the following quote about the word “Redeemer.” 
 

o There is no one of the titles of Christ which is more precious to Christians’ hearts than 
“Redeemer.” It gives expression not merely to our sense that we have received 
salvation from Him, but also to our appreciation of what it cost Him to procure this 
salvation for us.  It is the name specifically of the Christ of the cross.  Whenever we 
pronounce it, the cross is placarded before our eyes and our hearts are filled with 
loving remembrance not only that Christ has given us salvation, but that he paid a 
mighty price for it…  - B.B. Warfield 

II. The significance of the ritual 
 



 Read Exodus 13:1-2.  Why do you think God had the Israelites consecrate (or set apart) the 
first born?  What does this have to do with the Passover? 

 
 
III. The content of the ritual 
 

 Read Exodus 13:11-13 
 

o Why do you think God had the Israelites sacrifice the first born of the clean animals?  
Read Numbers 18:17 to help answer this question. 

 
o Why did the unclean animals (for example, the donkey) have to be redeemed?  What 

was the consequence if the first-born donkey wasn’t redeemed? 
 

o By putting the first-born child of the Israelites in the same category as the unclean 
donkey in verse 13, what important lesson is taught?  What does this tell us about 
our children’s need for redemption and how we should parent them?  

 
o How was the donkey redeemed in verse 13?  How does this both point backwards to 

the Passover lamb and forward to Jesus?  
 

 Read and discuss Exodus 13:14-15 
 

o Who is doing most of the talking in these verses? What is significant about this 
conversation considering the meaning of this ritual? 

 
 Leaders Cheat: This is a conversation between a father and a son. 

 
 
IV. The contrast of the ritual 
 

 As a group, name a number of ways that the Christian God is different than the gods of other 
religions. 

 
 Read Leviticus 20:1-5.  Why is the warning in this passage so severe?  How would a 

Molech worshiper “give one of his children to Molech?”   
 

 Read and discuss the following verses.   
 

o Jeremiah 32:35 
o 2 Chronicles 28:1-4 
o 2 Kings 21:6 

 
 How do you think Israel got sucked into this practice (which God calls an abomination) of 

child sacrifice?  
 

 How is the God of the Bible different than the pagan god of Molech? Read the following 
verses to help answer this question.  
 



o John 3:16 
o Eph. 1:7 
o 1 Peter 1:18-19 
o Romans 8:31-32 

 
 How does the ritual found in Exodus 13:1-2 and Exodus 13:11-15 point to the gracious 

nature of God?   
 
 
 
Closing Prayer – 
 
Have you not made of one blood, all the nations of men that dwell upon the face of all the earth?  
Remember the work of your hands.  Have respect unto your holy covenant; and let the world know, 
that you have so loved it, as to give your only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.  – William Jay 
 


