
Class 6 Notes 
 

3 Ultimate Standards – History of Philosophy 
 

 Empiricism - (5 senses) “Go out and look” (observation) 
 

 Rationalism - “Sit back & think” (mathematics, logic)  
 

 Revelation – Truth is revealed to us - God 
 
 

Empiricism fails 
 

 Can’t justify non-physical realities 
 

 Can’t reason inductively  
 

 Can’t account for causation  
 
 

Rationalism  
 

 Rationalists maintain that the fundamental standard for knowledge must begin 
with reason and not the senses. 

 
o “Sit back & think” 

 
 

 Rationalists believe that the mind has some sort of “a priori” knowledge. 
 

o The mind is not born “a blank slate” but instead has some basic categories 
that process sense data. 

 
 Pg. 110 The phrase a priori indicates that knowledge is held before or “prior to” 

empirical observation or sense perception.  
 
 

 Rationalists reason deductively.  
 

o Deductive reasoning (logic) begins with a general truth and arrives at a 
particular conclusion. 

 
o Example: 



 
 Premise 1: All men are mortal. 
 Premise 2: Socrates is a man. 
 Conclusion: Therefore, Socrates is mortal. 

 
 
Problems with rationalism 
 

 Rationalism can’t get you in touch with the physical world. 
 
 
 
 

 If you can’t trust your empirical observations (sense perceptions), what are you 
going to reason about? 

 
o Deductive Reasoning 

 Premise 1: All men are mortal. (sense perceptions) 
 Premise 2: Socrates is a man. (sense perceptions) 
 Conclusion: Therefore, Socrates is mortal. (reason tells us this) 

 
 

Skepticism or Relativism 
 
 

o Look at pg. 147 – Relativism’s Seven Fatal Flaws 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Biblical Worldview  
 
 

 Empiricism is reliable. 



 
o Acts 1:3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many 

proofs, appearing to them (sight) during forty days and speaking 
(hearing) about the kingdom of God. 

 
 Induction is reliable. 

 
o Hebrews 1:1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His 
Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created 
the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of 
His nature, and He upholds the universe by the word of His power. 

 
o Psalms 104:19 He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its 

time for setting. 
 

 
 Deductive reasoning is expected. 

 
 Deductive reasoning 

 
o Premise 1: All men are mortal.  
o Premise 2: Socrates is a man. 
o Conclusion: Therefore, Socrates is mortal. 

 
 Does the Bible assume this type of reasoning is reliable? 

 
 Matthew 16:1 And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to 

test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 2 He 
answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red.’ 

 
 Deductive reasoning  

 
o Premise 1: If the sky is red in the evening, it will be fair 

weather. 
o Premise 2: The sky is red in the evening. 
o Conclusion: It will be fair weather. 

 
 Matthew 16:3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for 

the sky is red and threatening.’ 
 

o Premise 1: If the sky is red in the morning, it will be 
stormy weather. 

o Premise 2: The sky is red in the morning. 



o Conclusion: It will be stormy weather. 
 

 Matthew 16:3b You know how to interpret (deductive 
reasoning) the appearance of the sky (predict weather), but 
you cannot interpret (deductive reasoning) the signs of the 
times. 

 
o You should be using good deductive reasoning. 

 
o But 

 
o because you are not….  

 
 You are (verse 4) “An evil and adulterous generation” 

 


