
Day 3 – Hour 1 
 
Biblical Verses  
 

● 1 Cor. 1:20 “Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” 

● Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.” 

● Psalms 14:1 “The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do 
abominable deeds;” 

● Matthew 7:24-27  “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them 
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it 
had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the 
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

● Romans 1:18-22 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress 
the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.” 

 
 
Epistemology  
 

● Pg. 108 Epistemology: The study of the nature of knowledge. 
 

● Pg. 108 Epistemology is a branch of philosophy that focuses on these 
questions: What is knowledge or justified belief? Can we have knowledge or 
justified belief? What can we know or have justified belief about?  How do we know 
or justify our beliefs? 

 
o Epistemology – heart of our argument… 

 
▪ The proof of God is that without God you can’t prove anything!! 

 
▪ If you can’t prove anything – then you can’t know anything… 

 
 
What does the Bible say about knowledge? 



 
● Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 

wisdom and instruction.” 
 

 
How do you “know” that there is a God? 
 
 

● Answer:  
 
 
 
 
What is Knowledge? 
 

● Definition of Knowledge: 
 

o Properly Justified, True Belief.  
 
 
 

● 2 things =  
 

o First - It must be true. 
 

▪ Pg. 114 – “Knowing includes belief, but it must be true belief.  You 
can believe something that is false, but you can’t know something that 
is false.  You may believe that you are this year’s most valuable player 
in the NBA, but you don’t know that you are if that claim is false.” 

 
● So, it must be true. 

 
 

o Second – It must be Properly-Justified 
 

▪ Pg. 114 – “Suppose you believe there are 500 jellybeans in a glass 
container, but you arrived at that number by guessing.  If it turns out 
that your guess is correct then your belief is true, but it still lacks one 
ingredient to be considered knowledge.  It requires proper 
justification in addition to true belief. 

 
● Pg. 115 - Without justification (proof) of some kind, any belief 

can be considered knowledge. 
 

● Ultimate standard – Justification (proof). 
 



o Can only be proven by itself. 
 
 

▪ The Belief = It is sunny outside. 
 

▪ C (weather app) – B (testimony – “Timmy”) – A (empirical 
observation)   

 
● Side note = why our answer to the trustworthiness of 

scripture has to come from scripture.  It’s our ultimate 
authority.  

 
● The real question we should be asking is whether or not our ultimate standard 

(our epistemology) has a big enough circle to make sense of reality. 
 
 
3 Ultimate Standards – History of Philosophy 
 

● Empiricism - (5 senses) “Go out and look” (observation) 
 

● Rationalism - “Sit back & think” (mathematics, logic)  
 

● Revelation – Truth is revealed to us (God) 
 
 
 
Day 3 Hour 2 
 
 

Empiricism (5 senses) 
 

● We gain knowledge through our sense perceptions.  
 

● Empiricists believe that knowledge is gained = a posteriori 
 

o Pg. 109 “The words a posteriori refer to knowledge gained after or by 
empirical observation or sense perception.” 

 
o Inductive reasoning begins with a particular experience (or experiences) 

and reasons to a general conclusion. 
 

▪ Pg. 110 – “An example of inductive reasoning would be a child who 
experiences pain touching a hot stove (particular experience) and 
reasons that touching all hot stoves will cause pain (general 
conclusion). 



Problems with empiricism (sense perception) 
 

● Can’t justify non-physical realities:  
 
 
 

● Problem with inductive reasoning: 
 

o I may not know for certain that the sun will come up tomorrow but “all the 
evidence” suggests that it is probable that it will come up tomorrow.  
 

● Problem of causation 
 

o Pg. 136 – “Richard Popkin relates a story of two children traveling on a train 
with their mother.  The mother gives each of them a banana.  Just as they are 
about to go into a tunnel one of the boys bites into the banana as his brother 
shouts, “don’t eat that banana, it will make you go blind.”  Popkin says that 
the two events, everything going dark and the boy biting the banana, 
occurred simultaneously.  Why do we not claim that the one event (biting the 
banana) caused the other event (temporary darkness)?” 

 


