
Week 5: Applied Post-Modernism 
 
 
1) What is ultimately real?1 
 

 B.W. – The God of Genesis 1:1 defines ultimate reality. 
 

 A.P.M. – The human mind defines what is ultimately real. 
 

o American Social Theorist Jeremy Rifkin: 
 

 “We no longer feel ourselves to be guests in someone else’s home (God) 
and therefore obligated to make our behavior conform with a set of 
preexisting cosmic rules.  We make the rules.  We establish the 
parameter of reality.  We create the world, and because we do, we no 
longer feel beholden to outside forces.  We no longer have to justify our 
behavior, for we are now the architects of the universe.  We are 
responsible for nothing outside ourselves, for we are the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory forever.”  

 
 

o If you attack a person’s “truth claims” you attack that person. 
 

 “This is why homosexuality is not seen as a choice, or a behavior but an 
identity (group identity).  It’s not what I do, or how I think, it’s who I am.  
If you oppose someone’s homosexuality in this view, you are denying his 
or her very humanity, akin to a Nazi dehumanizing a Jew or a slaveholder 
dehumanizing a slave.  There is not forgiveness for such a person.”2 

 
 
2) Who are we?  
 

 B.W. – Creations and image bearers of a good, holy, and loving God with inherent 
dignity and immeasurable worth. 

 

 A.P.M. – Creatures whose identity is wholly socially determined (group identity).  We 
are products of our race, sex, and gender identity. 

 

                                                      
1 The following questions and answers are mostly copied from the book “Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice” 
by Scott David Allen.  Pg. 56-58 
2 “Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice” by Scott David Allen.  Pg. 61 
 



o Scott Allen writes – Ideological Social Justice, by contrast, views human beings 
as creatures whose identity is wholly determined by group affiliations, 
particularly those based on race, sex, and so-called “group identity” (LGBTQ+).  
There is not shared “human nature.” Even more radical, there is no such thing as 
“the individual.”3 

 
o In denying the existence of the individual and claiming that our identity is wholly 

defined by the groups we belong to, ideological Social Justice repudiates the 
essential idea that grounds Western Civilization.  If this dehumanizing and 
dangerous idea carries the day, the cultural consequences will be far more 
devastating than we can imagine.  The Judeo-Christian worldview that shaped 
Western civilization is, at root, based on the idea that we have shared, common 
human nature, and at the same time, human individuality profoundly matters, 
because every single person is a special and unique creation of God bearing His 
holy image.4 

 
o Unless we wake up to its dangers, Social Justice will destroy us, and it will do so 

in the name of “Justice.”5 
 
 
3) Are we good?  
 

 B.W. – No, we are born depraved.  
o Romans 3:10-12 
o Jeremiah 17:9 
o Psalms 51:5 
o Ephesians 2:1-3 
o Titus 3:3 

 

 A.P.M. – We are born inherently good, innocent, or a blank slate. 
 
 
4) What is our fundamental problem as human beings?  
 

 B.W. – Rebellion:  All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  Our rebellion 
against God has resulted in broken relationships – between God and man, between man 
and his fellow man, and between man and creation. 

 

                                                      
3 “Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice” by Scott David Allen.  Pg. 60 
 
4 “Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice” by Scott David Allen.  Pg. 63 
5 “Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice” by Scott David Allen.  Pg. 67 



 A.P.M. – Oppression: White, heteronormative, able-bodied males have established and 
maintain hegemonic6 power structures to oppress and subjugate women, people of 
color, and sexual minorities (LGBTQ+), and others. 

 
 
5) Where is the fundamental problem found?  
 

 B.W. – The problem is in me (a rebellious heart); therefore, I am a sinner needing 
salvation.  

 

 A.P.M. – The problem is outside of me (oppressive structures); therefore, I am a victim. 
 
 
6) What is the solution to our problem? 
 

 B.W. – The gospel: On the cross, God incarnate bore the punishment we deserved for 
sinful rebellion in order to show us a mercy we could never deserve.  His death on the 
cross and his resurrection opened the way for the reconciliation of all our broken 
relationships.  

 

 A.P.M. – Revolution: Oppressed victims and their allies must unite to unmask, 
deconstruct, and overthrow these oppressive power structures, systems, and 
institutions.  

 
o Scott David Allen writes – Karl Marx, of course, was a committed revolutionary.  

His great aim was to tear down the oppressive capitalist system and build his 
communist utopia.  Social Justice ideology takes it a step further – make that 
several steps!  It seeks the overthrow of systemic white supremacy, the 
patriarchy, and Judeo-Christian morality.  This revolutionary zeal drives one side 
of our ongoing culture war.  While many Social Justice advocates… say they want 
to build a better world, they seem far more animated about tearing the existing 
one down.7 

 
 
7) How can we be saved? 
 

 B.W. – “If you declare with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved…Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.”  (Romans 10:9,13) 

 

                                                      
6 Hegemony – The notion, developed by Italian Communist Antonio Gramsci, of a dominant group imposing its 
own socially constructed values and knowledge onto marginalized groups in order to maintain power over them. 
7 “Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice” by Scott David Allen.  Pg. 67 



 A.P.M. – Victims are morally innocent and do not require salvation.  Oppressors can 
never be fully pardoned, but partial salvation is available if they confess their complicity 
in oppression and support the revolution.  

 
 
8) What is our primary moral duty? 
 

 B.W. – To love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (which involves living in 
obedience to all that Christ commanded) and to love our neighbors as ourselves.  

 

 A.P.M. – To stand in solidarity with, protect, and defend the oppressed: women, people 
of color, sexual minorities (LGBTQ+), etc.   

 
o Things that were formerly understood to be good – such as, freedom of speech; 

freedom of religion; reserving sex until marriage; marriage as the exclusive, 
lifelong union of a man and a woman; and even the male-female binary itself – 
are increasingly understood to be bad.  They are bigoted, hateful discriminatory 
– tools of oppression.8 

 
 
9) How do we know what is true? 
 

 B.W. – Divine revelation: First – Special Revelation, God’s written word (2 Timothy 3:13); 
Second – General Revelation, the “law written on our heart,” or human conscience 
(Romans 2:15); and God’s revelation in creation (Romans 1:20).  To this we apply our 
God-given capacity for reason, logic, discussion, and debate to assemble and weigh 
evidence in pursuit of truth.  

 

 A.P.M. – The notion of objective truth, reason, logic, evidence, and argument are 
discredited tools that oppressors employ to maintain their hegemony.  We gain 
knowledge of “truth” through victims, who, based on their lived experience of 
oppression, have greater insight than oppressors.  This is referred to as Standpoint 
Epistemology.  
 
 

10) Who has ultimate authority? 
 

 B.W. – God (and His revealed Word in Scripture) is the final authority. 
 

 A.P.M. – Victims are the final authority.  The claims of victims based on their subjective, 
lived experience must be believed without questions. 

 

                                                      
8 “Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice” by Scott David Allen.  Pg. 77 



11) Is there a future, final judgment? 
 

 B.W. – Yes!!! Jesus will return and accomplish perfect justice.  He will preserve all that is 
good and rid the world of all that is evil.  Until then, He extends mercy and forgiveness 
to sinful people.  

 

 A.P.M. – No!!! There is no god who will return to punish the wicked and reward the 
upright.  Rather, injustice must be rooted out here and now by those with the power to 
do so.  

 
 
12) How does it all end? 
 

 B.W. – Paradise, new heaven and new earth.  
 

 A.P.M. – Eutopia, once the oppressive structures are torn down, then man’s goodness 
will be able to flourish. 

 


