
Week 4 Notes: The Social Justice 
Movement/Applied Post-Modernism 
 
Common names for this new religion 
 

 Neo-Marxism 

 Cultural Marxism  

 Critical Theory 

 Contemporary Critical Theory 

 Critical Social Justice Movement 

 Woke-ism  

 Religion of Intersectionality  

 Post, Post-Modernism 

 Applied Post-Modernism  
 
 
4 Premises of Critical Theory 
 

 Premise 1 – Society is divided into oppressed and oppressor groups (Social Binary). 

 Premise 2 – Oppression comes through ideology & language (Hegemonic Power). 

 Premise 3 – “Lived Experience” gives oppressed groups special access to truth. 

 Premise 4 – Our fundamental moral duty is freeing groups from oppression (Activism or 
Revolution). 

 
 
9 Tenets of Post-Modernism  
 

 1st Tenet – Post-Modernism is radically skeptical by nature. 

 2nd Tenet – Certainty is seen as arrogant. 

 3rd Tenet – Truth is personalized. 

 4th Tenet – Post-modernism is relativistic by nature. 

 5th Tenet – Post-Modernism is cynical by nature. 

 6th Tenet – Post-Modernism is obsessed with language.  

 7th Tenet – Post-Modernism seeks to blur boundaries. 

 8th Tenet – Post-Modernism prefers “narrative” to truths and facts. 

 9th Tenet – There is no metanarrative. 
 
 
 



o Quote from Kimberly Crenshaw – We all can recognize the distinction between 
the claim “I am Black” and the claim “I am a person who happens to be Black.”  “I 
am Black” takes the socially imposed identity and empowers it as an anchor of 
subjectivity.  “I am Black” becomes not simply a statement of resistance but also 
a positive discourse of self-identification, intimately linked to celebratory 
statements like the Black nationalist “Black is beautiful.” “I am a person who 
happens to be Black,” on the other hand, achieves self-identification by straining 
for a certain universality (in effect, “I am first a person”) and for a concomitant 
dismissal of the imposed category (“Black”) as contingent, circumstantial, 
nondeterminate.1 

 
o Scott Allen writes – “unless we wake up to its dangers, social justice will destroy 

us, and it will do so in the name of “Justice.”2 
 
 

Categories of Applied Post-Modernism 
 
 
Critical Race Theory 
 

 White Privilege = Whites have the “Hegemonic Power” 
 

o Oppressor (those in power) = Whites 
o Oppressed = Blacks 

 
Critical Queer Theory 
 

 Heteronormative privilege = Heterosexuals have “Hegemonic Power” 
 

o Oppressor (those with power): “normal” categories of sex, gender & sexuality 
o Oppressed: other (the Queer) 

 
 Queer Theory presumes that oppression follows from categorization, 

which arises every time language constructs a sense of what is “normal” 
by producing and maintaining rigid categories of sex (male and female), 
gender (masculine and feminine) and sexuality (straight, gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and so on) and “scripting” people into them.  These seemingly 
straightforward concepts are seen as oppressive, if not violent, and so 
the main objective of queer theory is to examine, question, and subvert 
them in order to break them down.3 

                                                      
1 Crenshaw, “Mapping the Margins,” 
2 “Why Social Justice Is Not Biblical Justice” by Scott David Allen.  Pg. 67 
3 Cynical Theories pg. 89 



 
 “Queer” refers to anything that falls outside the binaries (such as 

male/female, masculine/feminine and heterosexual/homosexual). 
 

 

 Quote from Black Lives Matter under Beliefs… 
 

o We are self-reflexive and do the work required to 
dismantle cisgender privilege and uplift Black trans folk, 
especially Black trans women who continue to be 
disproportionately impacted by trans-antagonistic 
violence. We foster a queer-affirming network. When we 
gather, we do so with the intention of freeing ourselves 
from the tight grip of heteronormative thinking, or rather, 
the belief that all in the world are heterosexual (unless 
he/she or they disclose otherwise). 

 
Critical Feminism Theory 
 

 Male privilege= Males have “Hegemonic Power” 
 

o Oppressor (those with power):  Males  
o Oppressed: Females 

 
Critical Gender Theory 
 

 Cisgender4 Privilege= Cisgender people have “Hegemonic Power” 
 

o Oppressor (those with power): Cisgender people 
o Oppressed: Non-Binary or Transgender people  

 
Critical Fat Theory 
 

 Skinny-body privilege= Those that are skinny have “Hegemonic Power” 
 

o Oppressor (those with power): Skinny people  
o Oppressed: Those that are overweight. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
4 Your gender matches your biological sex.  



 
Intersections – Maps the intersections of oppression 
 

 If you are a woman (you have been oppressed by men) 

 If you are a woman and black (oppressed 2 ways = men & racism)  

 If you are a woman and black and a homosexual (oppressed 3 ways) 

 If you are a woman and black, homosexual, and overweight (oppressed 4 ways) 
 
 
 
 
Victimhood is the highest virtue.  Victims and members of oppressed identity groups are 
elevated to a kind of sainthood… This is in fact exactly what intersectionality teaches, complete 
with a hierarchy of victimhood for comparing everyone’s relative righteousness.5 
 
 
 

                                                      
5 Metzgar, “Hate Hoaxes” 


