
Growth Group Leader Guide  
 
This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide.  Please feel free as the 
leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit your group’s 
dynamics.  
 
Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.     
 

Why We Baptize – January 2, 2022 
 

 What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to 
be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. 

 

 
7 Questions from Sunday’s Sermon 
 
 
Why talk about baptism now? 
 

 In the first 2 centuries of the church an unbaptized Christian would have been 
unheard of.  Why do you think that has changed in the modern Christianity? 

 
 Why is baptism important? 

 
 How is baptism connected to the Red Sea crossing? 

 
 Read and discuss Colossians 2:16-17 and Matthew 13:17. How are we more 

privileged in the New Testament? 
 

 In the New Testament we have two main ordinances- communion and baptism.  
Why do you think we have so few ordinances and rituals compared to the Old 
Testament? 

 
 
Why do we baptize? 
 

 Read Matthew 28:18-20.  Why do you think baptism is a part of the Great 
Commission? 

 
 What does the Great Commission look like in your life today?  How are you involved 

in making disciples?  How can you begin to live out that broad command from our 
Lord? 
 

 



Who should we baptize? 
 

 What is believers’ baptism?  How does this differ from the baptism of infants?   
 
 
 
What is baptism? 
 

 The Greek word Baptizo is not translated into our English Bibles, but instead it is 
transliterated.  The translation of Baptizo is “immersion.”  Why is it important to 
understand this?   

 
 Read the following verses and discuss how these passages agree with the translation 

of Baptizo (immersion). 
 

o John 3:23 
o Matthew 3:16 
o Acts 8:38-39 
 

 
What is the significance of baptism? 
 

 According to Romans 6:1-4, what is the meaning of baptism? 
 

o What does it mean that we have “died to sin?” 
 

o What does it mean that we “walk in newness of life?” 
 

 How do the following passages illustrate the spiritual reality behind the symbolism 
of water baptism? 
 

o 2 Corinthians 5:17 
o Eph. 2:1-6 
o Titus 3:3-7 
o 1 Cor. 6:9-11 

 
 How has your life changed since you have become a Christian? 

 
 How does baptism illustrate this change in your life? 

 
 How does the exodus in the book of Exodus correlate with Christian salvation?  How 

does the Red Sea crossing foreshadow the salvation we have in Christ? 
 
 
 



What is the relationship between baptism & circumcision? 
 

 Read and discuss Jeremiah 31:31-34.  According to this passage, what is the 
difference between the Old Covenant and New Covenant? 

 
 Why would you have to tell people within Israel (the covenant community) to 

“Know the Lord” in the Old Testament? 
 

o Leaders Cheat: “Know the Lord” implies evangelizing. 
 

 According to verse 34, why won’t we have to tell people in the New Covenant 
community to “Know the Lord?” 

 
 How did someone become a part of the covenantal community in the Old 

Testament?  
 

o Leaders Cheat: another way of asking this question is how did you become an 
Israelite? 

 
 How does someone become a part of the covenantal community in the New 

Testament? 
 

 Read John 3:1-3.  How does this passage relate to what is talked about in Jeremiah 
31?  How do we enter into the Kingdom of God?  How do we become part of God’s 
covenantal community? 

 
 What are some similarities between circumcision and baptism?  What are some 

differences? 
 

o How is circumcision related to physical birth? 
 

o How is baptism related to spiritual birth? 
 
 
Should you get baptized? 
 

 Share your baptism story with the group (when, where, how, who… so on). 
 

 How can we help others see the importance of baptism? 
 

 How do you know when a child is ready to be baptized? 


