
Growth Group Leader Guide 
 

By-law Changes Jan. 9, 2022 
 
This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide.  Please feel free as the 
leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit your group’s 
dynamics.  
 
Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.     
 

 What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to 
be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. 

 
 Why do you think it is important for a church to have By-laws? 

 
 Have you ever read Country Oaks’ By-Laws?  Why or why not? 

 
 

 

1st Change – Pg. 3  
 
Currently Reads: “The Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, are the divinely inspired 
Word of God and infallible in their original writings.” 
 
Proposed Change: add the word “Inerrant” 
 
Proposed Amendment: “The Scriptures, Old and New Testament, are the divinely inspired 
Word of God and infallible and inerrant in their original writings.” 
 
Purpose for this: In recent years, the word infallible has become weakened and some 
theologians/denominations have proposed that the Bible is “infallible” and yet contains 
some errors.  The world “inerrant” conveys that Scripture contains no errors whatsoever.  
 

 What is the difference between infallible and inerrant? 
 

o Leaders Cheat: 
 

 Inerrancy simply means “without error.” 
 

 Infallibility means unable to mislead or fail in accomplishing the divinely 
intended purpose. 

 
 Discuss the following definition of inerrancy from the book, “Biblical Doctrine.”  

What are the two stipulations found in this definition?  Why do you think these 
stipulations were added to the definition? 



 
o When inerrancy is applied to Scripture, it means that the Bible is without error 

in the original copies.  It is therefore free, when properly interpreted, from 
affirming anything that is untrue or contrary to fact.  

 
 How does it mean that the scriptures were inspired by God? Read the following 

verses to help answer this question. 
 

o 2 Peter 1:20-21 
o 2 Timothy 3:16 
o John 17:15-17 
o Mark 12:36 

 
 Why would it be important to know and understand how Jesus and the apostles 

handled the Old Testament? 
 

 In what ways did Jesus show that he believed in the inspiration of the O.T.?  How did 
Jesus use the O.T.? 

 
 Read and discuss Matthew 4:1-11.  How did Jesus use the scriptures to battle 

against Satan?   
 

 What is the implication of Matthew 4:4 and what does this verse tell us about the 
importance of scripture in our daily lives?  Does your life reflect the truth found in 
Matthew 4:4?  Why or why not? 
 

 Read Matthew 19:3-6 and answer the following questions. 
 

o Why did Jesus say, “have you not read” in verse 4? 
 

o According to these verses, do you think Jesus viewed Adam and Eve as real 
people or just a myth?  Explain you answer.  

 
o How is the story of Genesis foundational to marriage?  What if the story 

wasn’t real but only a myth, would that weaken the foundation Jesus is 
basing his argument off of? 

 
 Read and discuss Luke 24:13-27 

 
o Why did Jesus keep these disciples from recognizing him? 

 
o In verse 27 Jesus walks through the whole Old Testament and “interpreted to 

them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”  How long do you 
think this would have taken? 

 



o Why did Jesus spend so much time interpreting scripture when he could have 
just revealed himself to these disciples?  What does this tell us about Jesus’ 
view of scripture? 

 
 Read and discuss Matthew 22:23-33 

 
o How does Jesus respond to the Sadducees in verse 29?  What does this 

response tell us about Jesus’ perspective on scripture? 
 

o In verses 31-32 Jesus goes on the offense.  How does he argue for the 
resurrection of the dead (an afterlife)?  What is the whole argument 
predicated on and how does his argument show us that he believed in the 
inerrancy of scripture? 

 
 Read and discuss 2 Timothy 2:15.   

 
o How do we “rightly handle the word of truth?”   

 
o If there is a “right way” of handling God’s word does that necessarily imply 

that there is a “wrong way?”  If so, what are some “wrong ways?” 
 

o What does “do your best” mean?  Do you feel like there is an urgency to 
handle God’s word well in Christianity today?  Why or why not? 

 
o Do you feel like you “do your best” when you handle God’s word?   

 
 

2nd Change – Pg. 3 
 
Currently Reads: “There is only one God who as creator of the universe manifest Himself 
in three persons:  God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
Proposed Change: Add the words “living and true” and change “Manifest Himself in” to 
“eternally exist in.” 
 
Proposed Amendment: “There is only one living and true God who as creator of the 
universe eternally exist in three persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Purpose: The word “manifest” is not clear and there is a danger that someone could 
interpret this as the false doctrine of modalism.  
 

 As a group discuss the changes.  Why add “living and true?” 
 



 How does the Bible show that God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are 3 distinct 
persons?  Before reading the following verse discuss how you would prove this.  
 

o Matthew 3:16-17  
 

 How does the Bible show that they are all fully God? Before reading the following 
verses discuss how you would prove this. 

 
o Eph. 4:6 
o John 1:1 
o Acts 5:3-4 

 
 How does the Bible show that God is one in Essence? Before reading the following 

verses discuss how you would prove this.  
 

o Deuteronomy 6:4 
o Isaiah 45:5 

 
 Read the following verses and discuss how they support the doctrine of the Trinity? 

 
o 1 Peter 1:2 
o 1 Cor. 12:4-6 
o Matthew 28:19 

 
 What is Modalism? 

 
o Leaders Cheat: Modalism – the ideology that claims God is one person that 

acts in three different “modes.”  God appeared as the “Father” in the Old 
Testament, as “Jesus” in the Gospels, and the “Spirit” in the present age.  

  
 Have you ever heard of an analogy that fell into the heresy of Modalism? 

 
o Leaders Cheat: 2 examples  

 
 Father, son, husband 
 Water, Ice, Gas 

 

3rd Change – Pg. 6 
 
Currently Reads: The Office of the Elder… (no definition or clarification) 
 
Purpose Change: add definition and clarification 
 
Proposed Amendment: Add the following statement: “The terms elder, pastor and 
overseer (επισκοπος/Episkopos) are used synonymously in the New Testament and 



represent the same office, these terms will be used interchangeably throughout this 
document” 
 

 Read 1 Peter 5:1-2.  How are all three titles (Elder, Pastor, Overseer) used in this 
passage to talk about the same office? 

 
 Discuss as a group this change in the by-laws 

 


