
Growth Group Leader Guide  
 
This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide.  Please feel free as the 
leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit your group’s 
dynamics.  
 
Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.     

 
Resurrection Sunday – April 17, 2022 

 
• Share any fun traditions you do as a family for Easter. 

 
• Share any creative ideas you had this Resurrection Sunday while you celebrated 

Easter at home.  
 

• Is anyone surprised by how much of the Gospels are dedicated to the last week of 
Jesus’ life? 
 

o A third of Matthew (Ch. 21-28) 
o A third of Mark (Ch. 11-16) 
o A third of Luke (Ch. 19-24) 
o Nearly half of John (Ch. 12-20) 

 
• Discuss why you think the Gospels spend so much time on this last week of Jesus’ 

life.  Why is this week so important? 
 

• As a group list some major events that happen during this last week. 
 

• Why do you think we spend so much time celebrating Christmas compared to Easter 
(or Resurrection Sunday)?  

 
• Go through the following verses (one by one) and discuss what each one tells us 

about the resurrection and what it accomplished.  
 

o John 2:22 
o Job 19:25 
o Romans 8:11 
o 1 Peter 1:3 
o 1 Cor. 15:20 
o Romans 8:34 
o John 5:26-29 
o Acts 17:31 

 



• Read Eph. 1:16-20.  Why do you think Paul prayed that the church would know the 
power of the resurrection?  

 
 
Read John 18:1-11 
 

• What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to 
be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. 

 
• Why do so many people in our culture struggle with the idea of a wrathful God? 

 
• Read and discuss the following quotes: 

 
o You can’t truly understand the love of God, without understanding the wrath of 

God. 
 

o You can’t truly understand the resurrection of Jesus, without understanding the 
wrath of God. 

 
• Read John 18:2-3.  Who was there the night Jesus was arrested?  How does this 

group represent mankind’s hatred of God? Read Romans 8:7 to help answer this 
question. 

 
• In what ways do we see our culture’s hostility toward God? 

 
• In what ways do you see a hostility toward God within your own heart? 

 
• Read John 18:4-6.  What is remarkable about these verses?  Why do you think all 

the crowd fell to the ground?  What do these verses tell us about Jesus? 
 

• Read John 18:10. What was foolish about Peter’s action?  What was honorable? 
 

• Read John 18:11. What is the cup? Read Jeremiah 25:15 to help answer this 
question. 
 

• According to verse 11, whose cup is it and who is going to drink it?  What does this 
verse reveal about the character of God? 
 

• Read and discuss the following quote: 
 

o This reference to the cup that Jesus would drink establishes that Jesus was not 
merely giving himself to these officers so that his disciples could go free that 
night.  Jesus was delivering his followers not merely from temporal, earthly 
capture; he was delivering them from the Father’s eternal, divine punishment 
that stood over them.  By offering himself up in their place, Jesus drank the cup 



of wrath that God had righteously prepared in response to sin.  By drinking that 
cup in their place, Jesus made it so that God could be “just” and the “justifier” of 
those who have faith in Jesus (Romans 3:26) – Jim Hamilton 

 
• Read and discuss Romans 2:25. How does the resurrection vindicate or prove our 

salvation?   
 

• Read and discuss 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. What is Paul saying in this passage? 
 

 
Final Prayer 

 
• We desire to approach you, as our kind and merciful Father in Jesus Christ; humbly 

asking you to wash away our sins in his most precious blood, and to give us a sufficient 
measure of your grace and Holy Spirit to enable us against them.  You did create man, 
O Lord, after your own blessed image; but we have destroyed ourselves and come short 
of your glory: the crown is fallen from our heads, and woe unto us, for we are sinners 
both by nature and by practice; justly might you swear in your wrath that we shall not 
enter into your rest.  Yet suffer us and enable us to plead in faith your gracious 
promise, that whoever trusts in the Savior you have provided, and comes unto you by 
him, shall never perish, nor fall into condemnation, but have everlasting life for his 
sake.  Lord, we would believe; O help our unbelief! – Augustus Toplady 1740-1778 


