
Growth Group Leader Guide  
 
This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide.  Please feel free as the 
leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit your group’s 
dynamics.  
 
Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.     
 

The Truer and Better Mediator – April 24, 2022 

 
• What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to 

be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. 
 
3 – Points of Sunday’s Sermon 
 

• The Transcendence of God  
• Israel’s Need to Be Made Holy 
• Man’s Need for a Mediator 

 
 
I. The Transcendence of God 
 

• Read and discuss the following quote. 
 

o The transcendence of God means that there is a distance between God and his 
creatures because of His holiness and greatness.  To transcend means to go beyond.  
God’s transcendence is his otherness and separateness from everything that he has 
made.  When people see God as transcendent, they approach him with wonder and 
awe. 

 
• Read and discuss Exodus 19:9. Why is God coming in a thick cloud?  Read the following 

verses to help answer this question. 
 

o Exodus 13:21 
o Exodus 19:16-18 
o Psalm 97:2 
o Psalm 104:3 
o Matthew 17:5 
o Daniel 7:13 
o Mark 13:26 
o Matthew 24:30 
o Revelation 1:7 

 
• How does the thick cloud illustrate God’s transcendence? 

 
• Do you struggle comprehending God’s transcendence?  Why or why not? 

 



• What is harder for you to comprehend, God’s transcendence (His otherness) or his 
immanence (His closeness or nearness)?  How does the Bible strike a perfect balance 
between both these truths (His transcendence and His immanence)? 
 

• Read Exodus 19:9-15.  In what ways is God both transcendent and immanent in this 
passage?  Give examples. 

 
• How would it affect your daily walk with the Lord if you had a better awareness of His 

transcendence?  How would it affect your daily walk with the Lord if you had a better 
awareness of His immanence? 

 
 
II. Israel’s Need to Be Made Holy 
 

• Read and discuss Exodus 19:9-10.  What does it mean that Moses was called to consecrate 
the people?  What specific instructions did God give Moses in Exodus 19:10-15 to prepare 
for His coming? 

 
o Leaders Cheat: Consecrate means: to remove from common uses or to set apart or 

to make holy. 
 

• Why were the Israelites commanded to wash their garments?  What did this symbolize?  Did 
external washing actually make someone holy?  Why or why not?  Read Matthew 23:25-28 
to help answer this question. 

 
• What are some ways in our modern culture that people (both inside the church and outside) 

focus on external appearances of holiness while neglecting internal holiness? 
 

• In what ways are you tempted to focus on the external instead of the internal?  
 

• Why couldn’t the people (besides Moses) touch Mount Sinai (19:12)?  What was God 
teaching them? 

 
 
III. Man’s Need for a Mediator 
 

• In what ways was Moses a mediator for the Mosaic Covenant (the Old Covenant)? 
 

• How was Moses a mediator (a go-between) in chapter 19? 
 

• In what ways was Moses’ role in the Old Testament unique? Read Numbers 12:6-8 & Exodus 
33:11 to help answer this question. 
 
 
 

• How does Moses’ role as mediator point us to Jesus?  Read the following passages to help 
answer this question. 
 

o Hebrews 1:1-3 



o Hebrews 3:1-6 
o Hebrews 8:6 

 
• How is the New Covenant better than the Old (the Mosaic Covenant)? 

 
• In Exodus 19, Moses was told to consecrate the people by washing their garments.  How are 

we washed in the New Covenant?  Read the following verses to help answer this question. 
 

o Titus 3:5 
o 1 John 1:7-9 
o Ephesians 5:25-26 

 
• How is Jesus’ washing in the New Covenant better than Moses’ washing in Exodus 19? 

 
• Read and discuss Hebrews 4:14-16.  What does this passage teach us about Jesus’ role as 

mediator (great high priest)?  What are the benefits we have, as New Covenant believers, 
because Jesus is our mediator?   
 
 

• Final Prayer  
 

o Grant, Almighty God, that as you have stretched forth your helping hand to us by your 
only begotten Son, not only binding yourself to us by an oath, but even sealing your 
eternal covenant by the blood, of the same, your Son: grant that we in turn may keep 
our faith toward you so that we persevere in the undefiled worship of your name, till 
we attain unto the reward of our faith in your heavenly kingdom, through the same, 
Christ our Lord. – John Calvin 

 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
 

Family Fishing Day 

Saturday, April 30 // 8am // Brite Lake 

Join us at Brite Lake next Saturday for fishing, fun, and fellowship. There will also be a BBQ 

lunch afterward for those who attend. Things to bring: lawn chair, layers in case it’s cold, $5 

per carload (Brite Lake entry fee), and fishing gear if you plan on fishing (ages 16+ need a 

CA fishing license). Boat owners can bring their boats for an additional $5 Brite Lake fee (if 

you’d like to give boat rides to any of our kiddos please be sure to bring proper life vests). If 

you have any questions, please contact Dave Smith. Sign up online at 

https://cobc.churchcenter.com/registrations to let us know you’re coming. Hope to see you 

there! 

  



Taco Dinner Fundraiser 
Saturday, May 21 // 6pm // Chapel 

Come eat tacos and support those going to Mexico! The fundraiser is to help offset costs of 

the trip (we have about 30 people planning to go this summer!) and so you can hear a little 

more about what the Mexico trip is all about from some of those who have attended in the 

past and will be attending this summer. During the trip parents and students will be 

helping to build casitas for families in need who live in and around Tijuana, but more than 

that, they will be taught about global cross-cultural work from missionaries and teachers 

from  

Radius International. Dinner is $15 for children, $25 for adults. Get your tickets online at 

https://cobc.churchcenter.com/registrations.  

 

Membership Class Session #1 
Sunday, May 8 // 8:50am // Room 202 

Learn more about what membership is and what it looks like at COBC. Come find out how 

membership encourages us to care for and be accountable to our church family. Sign up 

online at https://cobc.churchcenter.com/registrations.  
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