
Growth Group Leader Guide  
 
This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide.  Please feel free as the 
leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit your group’s 
dynamics.  
 
Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.     
 

The Glory of Suffering – May 15, 2022 

 
• What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to 

be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. 
 
 
3 Points of Sunday’s Sermon 
 

• Consider  
• The Nature of Suffering 
• Future Glory 

 
 
I. Consider 
 

• Read Romans 8:18-25 
• Read Jeremiah 17:9. Why is it important to tell your emotions how to feel? 
• What should we do if what we are feeling disagrees with Scripture? 
• Are emotions bad?  How does the teaching of Scripture on emotions differ from how 

the world handles emotions?  Here are some helpful references:   
o Philippians 4:6-7 
o Proverbs 15:18 & 29:11 
o Romans 12:2 
o Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 
II. The Nature of Suffering 
 

• There were two kinds of suffering mentioned in the sermon; suffering from personal 
sin and suffering when you did nothing wrong.   

o Have you ever suffered because of your own sin?   
o How is this suffering different than the suffering discussed in Sunday’s 

sermon? 
• Read Romans 8:20 

o According to the sermon, what is futility? 



o Genesis 6:5 gives a glimpse of what a fallen world looks like that has not been 
subjected to futility.  How is it gracious and merciful of God to subject the 
world to futility? 

o What is the hope that comes out of suffering from the futility of creation? 
o Elon Musk is putting his hope in science and technology.  As you examine 

your heart and actions, what created things have you found yourself putting 
hope in? 

• Read Romans 5:3-5   
o What is the progression of suffering to hope?   
o Have you ever seen this play out in your life or the life of a close friend or 

family member? 
o How did this affect their faith in Christ and hope for heaven? 
o Share a time when you suffered well and it produced hope.  Share a time 

when you suffered and you became bitter. 
o Read 2 Corinthians 2:1-5.  What is the connection between suffering and 

comfort? 
o Why is Paul not bothered by intense suffering? 

 
III. Future Glory 
 

• Read Romans 8:18 again.  Why is it not helpful to compare your sufferings to other 
people?  What does Paul compare his sufferings to? 

• Read 2 Cor. 3.  There are several examples of God’s glory in Exodus; the burning 
bush, fire on Mt. Sinai, and Moses’ face shining.   

o How is the glory revealed in the Old Covenant different than the glory of the 
New Covenant? 

o How does this difference help us put suffering into perspective? 
• Read Revelation 21:3-4.   

o Why can’t the Bible precisely describe to us what our future glory will be 
like?   

o Why does it have to say what it isn’t instead of what it is? 
o Does this frustrate you or make you excited about heaven? 
o What do you imagine heaven to be like? 

• Romans 8:23 talks about the Holy Spirit being the first fruits of the future promise 
of glory. 

o What does the analogy of “first fruits” mean? 
o What do these “first fruits” practically look like in a person?  (Read Gal. 5:22-

24 for help) 
o How can we be sure that we are saved?  Do you have assurance of salvation? 

• Why are time and magnitude important things to consider when trying to grapple 
with suffering in your life? 

 
  
 
 



Announcements: 
 

Prayer Meeting 
Friday, May 20 // 6:30pm // Room 401 

Join our CCW committee in prayer as we gather together to pray for the church 

body and our cross-cultural workers. 

  

VBS Crafts 

We’re gearing up for VBS and the Craft Team is requesting  

donations of pink yarn, blue yarn, round natural toothpicks, CDs, large wide-mouth 

canning jar lids (rings only), batting for pillows, and 6-7in heavy-duty white paper 

plates. Drop donations off in the box outside the office. Thanks for helping out the 

VBS Craft Team! 
  

Promotion Sunday 

This year Promotion Sunday will take place on Sunday, June 5. Please allow 

students to remain in the class they are currently in until then. This is a great time 

to let teachers know you appreciate their commitment to you and your family - take 

a minute and drop them a note, a gift, a gift card etc. and let them know how 

grateful you are for them and the work that they do. 

  

 
 
 


