
St. Matthias will offer monthly Drive-In Worship with Holy Communion on the first Sunday of 

each month starting August 2 at 9 am. We are offering this to provide safe worship and 

connection while promoting the health and well-being of participants. Parking spaces are limited, 

so participants will need to register their cars (sorry, no motorcycles). However, you may bring 

as many people as your car can safely hold (1 person per seat belt). We will also offer a separate 

online service later. 

Communion will be offered, but in a slightly different way than the last service. Here are the 

details:  

• Worshipers should arrive at worship having brought their own bread and grape juice, as well as 

any necessary cups and plates needed to assure that the elements of Communion are handled 

reverently. For example, a few pieces of pita bread and a 5-10 oz. container of juice should be 

plenty for most cars. A supply of pre-packaged communion elements will be available for 

anyone who forgets.  

• Once Pastor Bert has consecrated the elements, worshipers will be directed to receive the bread 

and juice while remaining inside their vehicles. The elements on the Altar will not be distributed 

to the congregation.  

• Following the service, worshipers should be mindful to reverently dispose of any unused bread 

or juice by consuming them in a reverent manner following the service or returning them to the 

earth by pouring or scattering (2 Samuel 23:16). Please do not simply discard them in the trash or 

sewer.  

Here are the service requirements based on the VA Conference’s rules for church service during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. These requirements are designed to allow attendance at the service 

while striving to protect those who attend from contracting and preventing the spread of the 

virus. We respectfully ask that all participants meet these requirements for the good of all who 

attend. Noncompliance could cause the service to be discontinued. Please help us to experience 

the peace of Christ through all of your interactions at the service.  

• Registration is limited to available spaces. Registration is required and the deadline for 

registration is 4 days before the service (That’s Wed, July 29 for the August 2 service).  

• You must take your temperature 1 hour before the service, and it must be below 100.4 ̊F for 

you to attend. Regardless of your temperature, if you are ill, you must stay home.  

• Plan to arrive at the church between 8:30 and 9:50. The service will begin at 9 am. Once you 

arrive, please tune your car radio to 93.7 FM.  

• Vehicles will be assigned to parking spaces by volunteers; please follow their guidance and 

park as directed. Larger vehicles will be parked separately to help everyone see. 

• Except for pre-approved volunteers and clergy, no one is to be out of their vehicle for any 

reason while at the Drive-In Worship service.  



• There will be no restrooms available at the church during Drive-In Worship services. The 

church building must remain locked and not accessible during the service. Again, no bathrooms 

will be open. 

• Strict physical distancing, 6 feet or more at all times, must be maintained by everyone on the 

church property, including attendees, volunteers, and clergy. Please strive to keep this in place, 

and extend grace to each other as we enter and exit the parking lot. 

• Vehicle windows may be lowered to provide for ventilation in the vehicle. Please keep the 

windows at a height that would block a direct path between parked vehicles.  

• Participants, other than pre-approved volunteers, worship leaders, and clergy, must be in the 

cab of their vehicles at all times: no sitting on vehicles or in the beds of trucks; no lawn chairs or 

blankets, no handshakes or hugging.  

• Sanitizer stations will not be available for members and guests. Individuals must bring their 

own hand sanitizer.  

• You must have a mask available for each person in the vehicle you bring to the service.  

• There will be no exchange of anything between people in their vehicles and the volunteers, 

staff, clergy, or other vehicles.  

• An offering will be collected as you exit. You can also go to stmatthiasumc.org to find other 

options to give.  

• There will be no printed materials available for the service (bulletins, hymnals...). These items 

will be sent to the email you use to register.  

For more details, please see our Frequently Asked Questions on our website, 

www.stmatthiasumc.org  

 

Updates and additional information will be sent to the email address you use for registration. 

http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/

