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Candlelight Worship Service

Riverside Church @ 6:00p.
Doors open at 5:30p for fellowship.
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DECEMBER 26th at 10:30 am

Yol are invited!
Join us after the second service
on Sunday, December 19th as'we
throw Jesus a Birthday Party!

PAR I Y Matthew 26:28
Dec. 19 @ 11:45a | [M E January 2, 2022



https://registrations.planningcenteronline.com/signups/1057478/details
https://rfcog.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1060763
https://rfcog.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1065295
https://rfcog.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1072786

orae/
The peorle whowaked ncarness Riverside Church
invites you to

celebrate Advent with
us each Sunday from

; November 28th
through Christmas
And He shall be their peace. Eve .

If you’d like more
information about
ﬁ Advent click on the
| bring you good news of great joy phOtOS or g0 o @l
that will be for 2l the Ceglle Church Center App or
rchurch.net under
events and follow the
links.

ove

Keep yourselves in the love of God,
waiting for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.
that will be for all the people.
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RCHURCH.NET
https://rfcog.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1050351
https://rfcog.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1055802
https://rfcog.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1055834
https://rfcog.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1055790

Family Stories. Nephew Obed Edom

Let’s see what God can do

Isaiah 51:1 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord:
look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were
dug.

The imagery of this verse is to look back and see where we came from. To look back and
see the heritage, the kind of men and women who make up our family story. I’'m not talking
about your biological family. I’'m talking about the family of God.

Obed Edom; when God visited his family.

To talk about Obed Edom we need to fill in a little bit of history. And this history has to do
with what we call the ark of the covenant.

The ark was a golden box that weighed about 600 pounds. It was constructed during the
time of Moses. This golden box came to represent the presence, the power, the provision,
the protection and the parameters of God.

The box could only be transported in a certain way; by four priests carrying it with specially
constructed poles that fit on the edges of the box. We are told in Scripture that God would
help them carry it since it was so heavy. And that box was kept in a special tabernacle or
tent that traveled with Moses and the people.

1 Chronicles 13:9 And when they came to the threshing floor of Chidon, Uzzah put
out his hand to take hold of the ark, for the oxen stumbled. ° And the anger of the
Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and he struck hlm down because he put out his
hand to the ark, and he died there before God. " And David was angry because the
Lord had broken out against Uzzah.

| know that you probably want an explanation. Why? What just happened? A man trying to
be helpful is killed?

Let me just bring out a couple things —

o First of all, David should have known better the try to move the ark on a cart.
And then Uzzah reached out and touched what should have never been touched. He
treated this ark is something common and ordinary — not sacred and holy.

And now I'm going to make an application; we cannot treat the holy things of God as
ordinary.

« When we handle this word of God we are warned to handle it carefully and not add
anything to it or take anything out of it. We can’t treat this book as ordinary.

« How we handle the church.

« How we handle the Sabbath.

« How we handle worship.



e How we handle communion.
How we even handle our giving to God.

1 Chronicles 13:12 And David was afraid of God that day, and he said, “How can |
bring the ark of God home to me?” ™ So David did not take the ark home into the city
of David, but took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. " And the ark of
God remained with the household of Obed-Edom in his house three months. And the
Lord blessed the household of Obed-Edom and all that he had.

David didn’t know what to do. But there is a man who lived there, our distant nephew Obed
Edom.

1 Chronicles 13:14 And the ark of God remained with the household of Obed-Edom in
his house three months. And the Lord blessed the household of Obed-Edom and all
that he had.

When the presence of God came into his house God’s blessing and God’s favor fell.
Something begins to happen in his house and in his family. The presence, the provision, the
power, the protection of God — all symbolized in that ark — changed his home.

Two things about this blessing...
The day the presence of God came into Obed Edom’s home, blessing came with it.
What was the blessing? The New Testament gives us a clue...

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, * even as he
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him.

The blessing is heavenly favor upon our life. The blessing means that God is withholding
nothing. And the blessing comes through being in right relationship with Jesus Christ.

When we are in right relationship with Jesus we are given favored status.

The blessing isn’t the American dream. The blessing isn’t financial prosperity. The blessing
isn’t perfect health. But the blessing is living in a constant state of God’s presence — God’s
protection — God’s providence — God’s power — and God’s provision.

The blessing reaches upward - where we have peace and favor with God.
The blessing reaches inward — where we have an awareness of God'’s presence.
The blessing reaches outward — God’s provision is upon us.

The Bible has a lot to say about blessing;

With Deut. 28:1-6 If you listen obediently to the Voice of God, your God, and heartily
obey all his commandments that | command you today, God, your God, will place you
on high, high above all the nations of the world. All these blessings will come down
on you and spread out beyond you because you have responded to the Voice of God,
your God:



God's blessing inside the city,
God's blessing in the country;
God's blessing on your children,
the crops of your land,
the young of your livestock,
the calves of your herds,
the lambs of your flocks.
God's blessing on your basket and bread bowl;
God's blessing in your coming in,
God's blessing in your going out.
7 God will defeat your enemies who attack you. They'll come at you on one road and
run away on seven roads.
8 God will order a blessing on your barns and workplaces; he'll bless you in the land
that God, your God, is giving you.

The day the presence of God came into Obed Edom’s the whole family experienced it.
Three months later King David returned to get the ark but Obed Edom doesn’t want to live
without that blessing! So, he volunteers for every position that David offers when it comes to
being close to that ark.

There were 38,000 Levites in the temple — and Obed was one of them?
There were 4000 singers — and he was one of them?
There were 288 musicians — he was one of them.

There were 4000 gatekeepers — he was one of them.

The presence and the power of God changed capital O’s family forever.

Let’s see what GOD can do!

Pastor Brian Harrell



Historias familiares. Sobrino Obed Edom

Veamos lo que Dios puede hacer

Isaias 51:1 "Escuchame, vosotros que buscas la justicia, vosotros que buscas al Se-
Aor: mirad a la roca de la que fuistemos tallados, y a la cantera de la que fuiste exca-
vado.

Las imagenes de este versiculo son para mirar hacia atras y ver de dondevenimos. Mirar
hacia atras y ver el patrimonio, el tipo de hombres y mujeres que componen nuestra histo-
riafamiliar. No estoy hablando de tu familiabiolégica. Estoy hablando de la familia de Dios.
Obed Edom; cuando Dios visité a su familia.

Para hablar de Obed Edom necesitamos rellenar un poco de historia. Y esta historia tiene
que ver con lo que llamamos el arca_de la alianza.

El arca era una caja dorada que pesaba alrededor de 600libras. Fue construido durante la
época de Moisés. Esta caja dorada vino a representar la presencia, el poder, la provision,
la proteccion y los parametros de Dios.

La caja solo podia transportarse de cierta manera; por cuatro sacerdotes que lo llevan con
postes especialmente construidos que caben en los bordes de lacaja. Se nos dice en las
Escrituras que Dios les ayudaria a llevarlo ya que era muypesado. Y esa caja se guardaba
en un tabernaculo especial o tienda que viajaba con Moisés y el pueblo.

1 crénicas 13:9 Y cuando llegaron a la trilla de Chidén, Uza sacé su mano para agarrar
el arca, porque los bueyes tropezaron. '°Y la ira del Sefior se encendié contra Uza, y
lo derribé porque puso su mano en el arca, y murié alli delante de Dios. "'y David es-
taba enojado porque el Sefnor habia estallado contra Uza.

Sé que probablemente quieras una explicacion. s Por qué? ;Qué acaba depasar? ¢Un
hombre que intenta ser util es asesinado?

Permitanme sacar un par de cosas:

En primer lugar, David deberia haber sabido mejor el intento de mover el arca en un ca-
rro.

Y entonces Uza extendidé la mano y toco lo que nunca deberia haber sidotocado. El traté
de que esta arca es algo comun y ordinario, no sagrado y santo.

Y ahora voy a hacer una solicitud; no podemos tratar las cosas santas de Dios como ordi-
narias.

Cuando manejamos esta palabra de Dios, se nos advierte que la manejemos con cuida-
do y no le agreguemos nada ni le saquemos nada. No podemos tratar este libro como
ordinario.

Como manejamos la iglesia.

Como manejamos el sabado.



Coémo manejamos la adoracion.
Como manejamos la comunién.
Como incluso manejamos nuestras donaciones a Dios.

1 Crénicas 13:12 Y David tenia mledo de Dios ese dia, y dijo: "¢ Cémo puedo traer el
arca de Dios a casa para mi?" " Asi que David no llevé el arca a casa en la ciudad de
David, sino que la llevé a un lado a la casa de Obed-Edom el Gittite. 'Y el arca de
Dios permanecio con la casa de Obed-Edom en su casa fres meses. Y el Senor bendi-
jo la casa de Obed-Edom y todo lo que tenia.

David no sabia qué hacer. Pero hay un hombre que vivio alli, nuestro sobrino lejano Obed
Edom.

1 crénicas 13:14 Y el arca de Dios permanecié con la casa de Obed-Edom en su casa
tres meses. Y el Senor bendijo la casa de Obed-Edom y todo lo que tenia.

Cuando la presencia de Dios entrd en su casa, la bendicion de Dios y el favor de Dioscaye-
ron. Algo empieza a pasar en su casa y en su familia. La presencia, la provision, el poder,
la proteccion de Dios, todo simbolizado en esa arca, cambid su hogar.

Dos cosas acerca de esta bendicion...

El dia en que la presencia de Dios entr6 en la casa de Obed Edom, la bendicion vino
con ella.

¢,Cual fue la bendicién? EI Nuevo Testamento nos da una pista...

Efesios 1:3 Bendito sea el Dios y Padre de nuestro Senor Jesucristo, quien nos ha
bendecido en Cristo con toda bendicién espiritual en los lugares celestiales, * asi co-
mo él nos escogio en él antes de la fundacion del mundo, para que seamos santos e
intachables ante él.

La bendicidn es el favor celestial sobre nuestravida. La bendicidn significa que Dios no esta
reteniendonada. Y la bendicion viene a través de estar en una relacion correcta con Jesu-
cristo.

Cuando estamos en una relacion correcta con Jesus, se nos da un estatus favorecido.

La bendicién no es el suefiioamericano. La bendicién no es la prosperidadfinanciera. La
bendicién no es la saludperfecta. Pero la bendicidn es vivir en un estado constante de la
presencia de Dios — la proteccion de Dios — la providencia de Dios — el poder de Dios — vy la
provision de Dios.

La bendicidén llega hacia arriba, donde tenemos paz y favor con Dios.

La bendicion llega hacia adentro, donde tenemos una conciencia de la presencia de Dios.
La bendicién llega hacia afuera — la provision de Dios esta sobre nosotros.

La Biblia tiene mucho que decir acerca de la bendicion;

Con Deut. 28:1-6 Si escuchas obedientemente la Voz de Dios, tu Dios, y obedeces de
corazén todos sus mandamientos que te mando hoy, Dios, tu Dios, te colocara en lo



alto, por encima de todas las naciones delmundo. Todas estas bendiciones vendran
sobre ti y se extenderan mas alla de ti porque has respondido a la Voz de Dios, tu
Dios:

la bendicion de Dios dentro de la ciudad, la

bendicién de Dios en el campo;

La bendicién de Dios sobre tus hijos,

los cultivos de tu tierra,

las crias de tu ganado, los

terneros de tus rebanos,

los corderos de tus rebanos.

La bendicion de Dios en tu canasta y tazén de pan;

La bendicion de Dios en tu entrada,

la bendicion de Dios en tu salida.

7 Dios derrotara a tus enemigos que teataquen. Vendran a ti en un camino y se esca-
paran en siete caminos.

8 Dios ordenara una bendicién en sus graneros y lugares de trabajo; él te bendecira
en la tierra que Dios, tu Dios, te esta dando.

El dia que la presencia de Dios llegé a Obed Edom, toda la familia lo experimento.
Tres meses después, el rey David regreso para obtener el arca, jpero Obed Edom no quie-
re vivir sin esa bendicion! Por lo tanto, se ofrece como voluntario para cada posicion que
David ofrece cuando se trata de estar cerca de esa arca.
Habia 38.000 levitas en el templo, ¢y Obed era uno de ellos?
Habia 4000 cantantes, ¢y él era uno de ellos?
Habia 288 musicos, él era uno de ellos.

Habia 4000 guardianes, €l era uno de ellos.

La presencia y el poder de Dios cambiaron la familia de la capital O para siempre.

iVeamos lo que DIOS puede hacer!

Pastor Brian Harrell



