
         Connect with Us

Covenant of Grace - church office
       410-833-2160          office@cogpca.org              

Sr. Pastor Mark Samuel | mark@cogpca.org 
Assistant Pastor, Ken Harris | ken@cogpca.org

@COGPCA

9:15am Christian Education
*Coffee and Tea available in the Welcome Center between
Christian Education and Worship

10:30am Worship Service

https://cogpca.org

Events
For more
events &

info, visit: 

Sunday Morning Christian Education

December 21, 2025

Children
9:15am Rainbow Room-infant-3years 
9:15am Room 6 - 3years-5  grade th

10:30am Rainbow Room-Nursery - infant-age 3 
Kids worship during sermon in Room #6- age 3-2nd
grade
Adults
9:15am New Ace Class led by Greg Hard 
9:15am Matthew- Room #9 
9:15am Youth Sunday School - Youth Annex 
9:15am COG Foundations (begins Jan. 18th)
10:10am Prayer Meeting in the Church Office 

New ACE Semester begins Jan. 11  th
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LongingSongs of 
An Advent series on the first four songs of Christmas



Children @ Covenant of Grace

Week at a Glance

We are so glad you're here! At Covenant of
Grace we strive to be a hospitable, gospel-centered

fellowship committed to helping people know God, become
more like Jesus, and serve his world.  As we worship together today, our

prayer is that Jesus would be glorified, his word made clear, and his people
equipped and empowered to love and serve God & their neighbors. Soli Deo Gloria!

~Pastor Mark Samuel 

Order of Worship

Your children are welcome in all parts of worship at Covenant of Grace!  To help
support the full participation of families in worship, we make available a kid's worship
program during the sermon for children ages 3 - 2nd grade as well as a nursery and
cry room.  Christian education classes are available for all ages  (see back cover). 
Have a child with special needs? Please let us know & we’ll make every effort to
accommodate.

Sun. December 21, 2025
10:30am Worship Service 
12:00pm Choir Practice 

Wed. December 24, 2025
6:30pm Christmas Eve Service

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS..........................................PASTOR MARK SAMUEL

ADVENT READING & CANDLE-LIGHTING ..................................THE SCHWARZ FAMILY        
CALL TO WORSHIP...............................................................................................MATT SHARP        
                                                                                                                                                  adapted from Psalm 89
SONGS OF PRAISE                                

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
KING OF KINGS 

INVOCATION PRAYER                                                                                                                  
PRAYER OF REPENTANCE AND RENEWAL
God of grace and truth, in Christ Jesus you came among us as light shining in darkness.
We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We
have closed our eyes to your glory in our midst, expecting little and hoping for less. We
have closed our hands to our neighbor, holding your Son Jesus, the bread of life, as a
private blessing not to be shared. Forgive our sin, drive away our doubt, open our fearful
hands, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, extend the
beauty of your gospel, and live in the truth of Christ Jesus our Lord. AMEN

ASSURANCE OF GRACE..........................................................................2 CORINTHIANS 4:6

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH....................................................................ELDER  GREG HARD

OUR GIFTS FOR GOD’S GLORY......................................................TITHES AND OFFERING        
SONG OF PREPARATION 

LET ALL MORAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE
SCRIPTURE READING*.......................................................................................NANCY RODO
                                                                                                                                                                     LUKE 2: 22-35       
THE SERMON.....................................................................................PASTOR MARK SAMUEL

                            “SONGS OF LONGING: SALVATION”                                         
SONG OF REFLECTION

I WILL WAIT FOR YOU (PSALM 130)
CONFESSION OF FAITH....................................................HEIDELBERG CATECHISM Q.26
What do you believe when you say: I believe in God the Father almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth?
That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created
heaven and earth and all that is in them, and who still upholds and governs them
by his eternal counsel and providence, is, for the sake of Christ his Son, my God
and my Father. In him I trust so completely as to have no doubt that he will provide
me with all things necessary for body and soul, and will also turn to my good
whatever adversity he sends me in this life of sorrow. He is able to do so as
almighty God, and willing also as a faithful Father.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

SONG OF COMMITMENT........................................................................................DOXOLOGY
BENEDICTION

*Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited to attend Kids worship in room #6.

Thurs. December 25, 2025
Merry Christmas!
Office Closed

 

After the Service an Elder will be up front with stickers for children
who share what they learned this morning.



Sermon Notes Sermon Notes

Title: Songs of Longing: Salvation
Text: Luke 2: 22-35 
Message: Even as Simeon waited for God's salvation to come to his
people through Jesus, we too are called to a life of Advent waiting
as we bear witness in word and work to a savior who will come
again to make all things new.

Outline:
I. Waiting isn't worthless!

II. Waiting involves work.

III. Our work of waiting bears witness.
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Prayer Requests Prayer Requests

Alpha 

Steve Danko:  Please pray for Steve’s sister Lesia that she continues gaining
strength  and that the medical team all agrees to move forward with her transplant. 

Linda Davidson: Praise that Linda was able to get a third shot for her back pain.
Pray for patience and relief of back pain.  

Bonnie Lowry: Please keep Bonnie and her family in your prayers as they grieve
the passing of her mother on Wednesday, December 17th.

Janet Maisel: Janet’s surgery on Wednesday, December 17th went well, and she is
now recovering.  Janet and Butch would like to thank everyone for their thoughts
& prayers. 

Karen Van Fossen: Prayers for Karen Van Fossen’s brother in law Rich as they
await PET scan results and next steps for his cancer. 

 

 

 

Missionary Prayer Missionary Prayer
Gary Waldecker-Third Millennium Ministries

News and Prayer Requests
1.Gary will be turning 72 in April, and He & Phyllis have decided that will be
retiring in April! They want to thank all of you for praying and giving so
faithfully all these years. Some have supported us from the beginning--45
years! They are grateful and humbled by your support and encouragement. 
2.He is thankful for the opportunity the Lord has given him to use gifts--first
as a church planter in Chile. Then as the Regional Director for South
America, and finally as a consultant for our missionaries in Latin America.
Thank you for supporting us when we transitioned to work with Thirdmill for
over 11 years.
3.These last few months his main job with Thirdmill has been teaching in
their seminary. As well as leading the Thirdmill staff through some of the
Thirdmill curriculum. This week we will be looking at the Christ-centered
applicaiton of the life of Abraham.
4.I am very thankful for the ministry of Thirdmill. The curriculum is very
Biblical, Reformed, Covenantal and easy to understand. The fact that they
now offer an accredited Masters of Divinity degree is an amazing blessing.
Thirdmill is having a very significant impact on the world--especially in
those places where good theological education is not otherwise available.
5.Thank you once again! May you have a joyful Christmas!
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