
Small Group Discussion Guide  —  September 26, 2021 

• Series: En Route  
• Sermon: Detours and Landmarks 
• Scripture: Proverbs 3:3-6; Hebrews 12:1-2 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
How have you made a conscious choice to “choose life” this week? Is there a way you can begin 
to make that choice more and more often?  

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. Is there a landmark, in your hometown or elsewhere, that always makes you feel good inside 

when you see it? Why is it special to you?  

ENGAGE 
1. Read Proverbs 3:3-6. 

• What landmarks are identified in verse 3? What does it mean to write love and faithfulness 
“on the tablet of your heart”? What are some other “words” you spend more time putting 
there? 

• What does it look like to lean on your own understanding? How much of a temptation is 
that for you? How can you reconcile that with the fact that you have a God-given intellect? 

2. Read Hebrews 12:1-2.   
• Thinking in terms of running a race, what throws us off track? What landmark keeps us on 

track (verses 2-3)?  
• What do you think the writer means by “a great cloud of witnesses”? How does considering 

the presence of these other believers influence your vision, your faith, and your 
perseverance?  

• What was “the joy set before” Jesus? How did it affect his experience in suffering? Can you 
think of a time you endured something really hard because of the “joy set before you”? 
Share with the group, if so.  

APPLY 
1. What is an example of an unexpected and unwelcome detour you’ve encountered your life? 

What were some of your thoughts and feelings during this time? Could you sense God’s 
presence? What did you do to look for Him? How did you regain your bearings?  

2. What “landmarks” would you say help you navigate life? How reliable have these proven to 
be? Have you had to exchange any landmarks for others that lead to true life? Share with the 
group.  

3. One of the “ancient paths” David mentioned is a growing prayer life. What adjective would 
you use to describe your current prayer life? How would you identify signs of growth in your 
prayer life? What are some practical steps you can take to stay faithful in talking with God 
when prayer doesn’t come easily, or your prayers seem rote and lifeless?  

PRAYER 
Father, you have made us for eternity, for a long and delightful journey with you. Help us when we 
find ourselves detoured, when we lose sight of familiar landmarks. Create in us not only a pure 
heart, but a sense of perseverance, that we might turn back to you as many times as it takes, to 
return to your outstretched and welcoming arms. Thank you so much for your eternal faithfulness 
to us. Amen.



GOING DEEPER 
1. David said that seasons are long enough to feel permanent, then they catch us by surprise 

when they change. What season of life are you in right now? What changes can you anticipate 
coming your way in the near future? What landmarks can you see, and what practices can you 
put into place to stay on the right road?  

2. Our sermon ended with a reading from Ecclesiastes 3. It is both beautiful and disturbing. Does 
it give you comfort or unease to know that we “cannot see the whole scope of God’s work 
from beginning to end”? Why? Is it hard for you to trust a God who says there’s a time to be 
born, to laugh, for healing, to search, and to love--but also says there’s a time for war, hate, 
and death, and who’s placed a burden on us all? How do you reconcile ALL of that in your 
view of a loving God?

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
Hebrews 3:7-10 
Psalm 51:7-12 
Psalm 16:9 
Isaiah 53:3 
Psalm 73: 23-26 

QUOTES 

“In the midst of the storms of life we will either allow what we are experiencing to influence our 
view of God, or we will allow our view of God to influence what we are experiencing.”  
Richard Simmons III 
  
“I don’t know anybody who came to believe in Santa Claus in adulthood. Yet I know many 
Christians, often former atheists, who discovered God as adults.”   
Andy Bannister 
  
“Christianity is not merely a philosophical theory or a moral code, but involves a direct sharing in 
divine life and glory, a transforming union with God face to face.”       
Kallistos Ware 
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