
Small Group Discussion Guide  —  October 31, 2021 

• Series: Forgiveness 
• Sermon: The Work of Forgiveness 
• Scripture: Romans 3: 20-24, Romans 5: 6-9 (NIV) 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
What experience, conversation, or prayer did you share with a travel partner this week? How did it 
enrich your soul to share it with someone else? 

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. What is something you should probably get rid of but haven’t?  

ENGAGE 
1. Read Romans 3: 21-24. 

• What do you think the “but now” refers to in verse 21? Also, what is “a righteousness from 
God, apart from the law”?  

• According to these verses, what is our situation before God on our own? What is the only 
thing that changes our situation or standing before Him? 

2.  Read Romans 5: 6-9.  
• Why do you think God would send Jesus to die for sinners, who may or may not ever 

accept Him? And why would Jesus be willing to do that?  
• What does it mean to you that God loves you no matter what you have done or how you 

have lived? What does it mean to you that you are treasured despite your sin? 
• If Christ was willing to die for you when you were estranged from him though your sin, how 

much more will he do after you accept his sacrificial gift, and enter into an intimate 
relationship? To what end would he go for his beloved? 
 

APPLY 
1. Pete suggested that we are all tempted to believe that God is disappointed in us. How do you 

wrestle with that notion? How do the passages in Romans and 2 Corinthians 5: 21 challenge 
this perspective?  

2. How does understanding that Jesus became sin for us - took it upon Himself completely - 
challenge your perspective of real forgiveness? How does it change your view of your own 
standing before God and how you can  now live?  

3. Think of a person in your life whom you might need to forgive. How can Jesus’ incredible 
grace for you help you extend that grace and forgiveness to someone else? What is holding 
you back?  

PRAYER 
Dearest Jesus, who am I that you would become my sin? That you would give your very life so 
that we might be reconciled? That you, the Maker of Time, would go to such lengths just so we 
might walk together? I’m overwhelmed by the depth of your true and selfless love, for the 
reminder that forgiveness is never earned, and that your grace, and your grace alone, is sufficient. 
O, how I love you. Amen. 

_____



GOING DEEPER 
To forgive something or someone literally means to cancel a debt. It means that forgiveness costs 
the forgiver something. Take a moment to think about what our forgiveness cost God the Father, 
and Christ the Son. What has forgiveness of someone else’s sin cost you? How does Christ’s 
forgiveness of your sin move you to forgive others and love them more fully? 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
2 Corinthians 5: 21 
John 1: 29

QUOTES 
"On that Good Friday outside the walls of Jerusalem, the bell tolled for the Son of God. Such was 
his involvement in mankind. Not only did he consciously and deliberately steer toward the pain, 
he entered into it all the way to the bottom of despair What he endured that day was an 
abandonment so great that for the first time in his human life - and even more crucially, for the 
first time in his divine life with the Father - he apparently felt himself cut off.”   
Fleming Rutledge 

“In the shadow of my hurt, forgiveness feels like a decision to reward my enemy. But in the 
shadow of the cross, forgiveness is merely a gift from one undeserving soul to another.” 
Andy Stanley 

“Fallen, anxious sinners are limitless in their capacity to perceive reasons for Jesus to cast them 
out. We are factories of fresh resistance to Christ’s love. Even when we run out of tangible reasons 
to be cast out, such as specific sins or failures, we tend to retain a vague sense that, given enough 
time, Jesus will finally grow tired of us and hold us at arm’s length.” 
Dane Ortland 

“It is the most counterintuitive aspect of Christianity, that we are declared right with God not 
when we get out act together, but when we collapse into the honest acknowledgement that we 
never will.” 
Dave Ortland   

_____
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