
Small Group Discussion Guide  —  November 21, 2021 

• Series: Forgiveness 
• Sermon: Closer to Jesus 
• Scripture: Isaiah 53:1-11, NIV 

This is the final sermon in our series on forgiveness.  In light of the centrality of forgiveness to our 
faith, we encourage you to consider a different approach to your group this week. Give space for 
each of your members to consider the depths of God’s love, the sacrifice He made to redeem us 
and bring us into relationship with Him, and how we can honor His sacrifice in the way we love 
one another. 

PREPARING FOR YOUR MEETING 
This week, please take some extra time to set the meeting space. How might you adjust the 
lighting and music to remind your members that when we gather in His name, He is in the room 
with us? Do you light candles? Play instrumental worship music? Please, be intentional and 
deliberate to set the tone for worship, reflection, and humility.   

Consider how you want to welcome members. How might you signal to them that this group will 
be different, and how do you invite them to prepare for reflection? Do you invite them to sit 
quietly in prayer? Consider communicating with members beforehand to help them prepare for 
this group experience.  

Set aside time to pray before members arrive. Invite the Spirit into your space. Ask the Spirit to 
still your heart and align it to Him, that you may be an instrument of His love for the group 
members. 

YOUR MEETING 
1. Open in prayer. Consider incorporating Psalm 32:5. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
    and did not cover up my iniquity. 
I said, “I will confess 
    my transgressions to the Lord.” 
And You forgave 
    the guilt of my sin. 

2.  Read Isaiah 53:1-11 out loud, or allow members to read it silently to themselves. 

“Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? He grew up 
before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and 
rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people 
hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.  Surely he took up our pain and 
bore our suffering yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

_____



We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the 
transgression of my people he was punished. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life 
an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will 
prosper in his hand. After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

3. Allow time for silent reflection.  

4. Open the floor for sharing. As you do, please remain respectful of silence. This is weighty stuff, 
and it is appropriate to offer your members space to discern the Spirit. Here are some questions 
to consider: 

A. Discuss how your understanding of how God’s forgiveness has evolved over the course of 
the sermon series. 

B. Discuss how you might better honor God’s sacrifice of his beloved Son to bring you into 
relation with Him. What might clinging to our guilt and shame suggest about the way we 
perceive that sacrifice? What does unbinding from them say about our faith and 
confidence in His love for us? 

C. How does knowing that Jesus loved the person right in front of you enough to become 
their sin, to be despised, rejected, and to suffer for them affect your perception of that 
person, and inform the manner in which you relate to them?  

D. Consider a broken relationship in your own life, or an injustice or abuse you have suffered. 
Consider the seven steps below. Where are you in the process of coming into forgiveness 
— for your own sins against God, and for others who have sinned against you? 

5. Close in prayer. Consider beginning with silence, and closing with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who is in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

From the November 14 sermon, The Seven Steps by which we can move forward from the pain of 
broken relationships, injustices, and abuses, or How do we respond when someone asks for our 
forgiveness? 

1. I cannot forgive you now, but Jesus can. 
2. I can work to align my heart to Jesus. 
3. By prayer, I will seek co-operate with Jesus’ forgiveness. 
4. I can begin to pray for blessing for you. 
5. I begin to experience healing. 
6. I begin to release you…and me. 
7. My soul is being restored into the flow of God’s spirit

_____
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