
Small Group Discussion Guide  —  November 28, 2021 

• Series: Songs of the Season 
• Sermon: Song of Elizabeth 
• Scripture: Luke 1: 39-45, Genesis 17: 15-19 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK: 
How have you connected with David’s seven steps this week? Have you taken a step toward 
forgiveness for someone who has wronged you?  If not, why not? 

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. What are some of your favorite Christmas songs?  Why do these stand out to you? Is there a 

particular significance to your favorite, a memory it evokes or a story it is connected to? 

ENGAGE 
1. Read Luke 1: 39-45. 

• In the culture of the time, two great hopes of women are miraculously fulfilled, and these 
are celebrated in Elizabeth’s song (v.42-43). What are they? 

• Imagine you are one of these women or their husbands. What do you think your initial 
reaction would be? How would the truth of these miracles impact your faith? 

• How is it that Elizabeth knows everything before Mary has told her anything?  What does 
the reaction of Elizabeth’s baby (John the Baptist) reveal about him? 

2. Read Genesis 17:15-19.  
• Elizabeth’s pregnancy was not the first improbable or miraculous one in scripture. How did 

Abraham respond at the news that Sarah would conceive in her old age? How would you 
react to such news? 

• How do you see the story of Abraham foretelling the coming of Jesus?   
 
APPLY 
1. Scripture gives us several examples of Israel’s hopes being met through the birth of children. 

Why do you think God chooses to show His power and providence through the miraculous 
arrival of humble babies? What does it tell us about God?  

2. The essence of real life is living in hard circumstances alongside times of great joy. Share what 
these two “rails” might be in your life right now. Where do you see God working in them? How 
can you trust Him more in these areas?  

3. In Luke 1:41, we read that Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and then sang her song of 
joy for Mary and the baby Jesus in her womb. When is a time you have been truly joyful for 
someone else, and what role did the Holy Spirit play in that for you? When have you been 
tempted to jealousy over someone else’s good, and what was your focus in that experience? 

4. Elizabeth and Mary celebrated with each other over their pregnancies and God’s hand in their 
lives. How does sharing our stories of what God is doing in our own experiences enrich our 
walk of faith and help us as a community of believers? Who do you share your stories with, 
and who shares theirs with you?  

_____



PRAYER 
Father God, as we enter this season of joy, we are so thankful that you sent your son Jesus into 
the world as a light shining in the darkness. As we prepare for Christmas, Lord, we pray that the 
light of Jesus will guide our paths, help us brighten the walk of others, and draw this weary world 
closer to you. We pray that as the Prince of Peace comes in our hearts this Christmas, we can 
bless others with His peace and love. In his mighty name we pray. Amen 

GOING DEEPER 
1. Read more about Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 15:2-6, 16:1-4, 15-16, 17:15-21, 21:1-3.  How old 

were Abraham and Sara when God first promised them a son?  How many years did they wait 
for God to fulfill his promise?  Who do you feel when you are in a season of waiting?  How do 
you believe God is moving in these times? 

2. David challenged us to write our own song of the season. What is the first line of yours? 

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURE  
Romans 8: 20-22
Galatians 4:4-7 

QUOTATIONS
‘When we slip from the foundation of a giving life to a "notice-me” life, we live in a state of high 
frustration. Ambition grinds up people. To embrace humility is to be liberated from the insatiable 
search for self-significance.”   
Gary Thomas 
  
“While pride is the father of hate and dissension, humility is the mother of love and unity. Without 
humility, we become thoroughly disagreeable and demanding characters.”   
Gary Thomas 
  
“Real joy and peace do not depend on power, kingly wealth, or other material possessions. If this 
were so, all people of wealth in the world would be happy and contented... But this real and 
permanent joy is found only in the Kingdom of God, which is established in the heart when we are 
born again.”     
Sadhu Sundar Singh

_____
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