
Small Group Discussion Guide  —  December 12, 2021 

• Series: Songs of the Season 
• Sermon: Zechariah’s Song 
• Scripture: Luke 1: 68-79, Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, Colossians 1:13-14 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK: 
David invited us to write out our own “Christmas song” or poem as we go through this series. 
How has your song or poem evolved or developed since we started?  

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. What’s one of the most favorite gifts you’ve received from someone else, or the most 

memorable gift-giving experience in which you’ve participated? Why was it so meaningful?  

ENGAGE 
1. Read Luke 1: 68-79. 

• This song immediately bursts forth from the heart and lips of a man (Zechariah) who was 
made mute months earlier due to his unbelief towards God’s message via an angel (Luke 
1:20). What do you think led to such a drastic change in Zechariah by the time he was able 
to speak again?  

• In verses 76-79, Zechariah mentions several attributes of the coming Messiah, Jesus. Which 
of these mean the most to you during this holiday season? Why?  

2. Read Isaiah 9:2, 6-7. This text was written to the ancient people of Israel, yet we as believers in 
Jesus receive the same message. Paying attention to the promises in these verses, in what 
ways are our hopes similar to the original recipients of this prophecy, and in what ways might 
they be different? 

 
APPLY 
1. Plants don’t go from little seeds to bearing fruit overnight. Similarly, God’s words don’t often 

come to pass within a blink of an eye. Zechariah waited for months for their child to be born, 
and in the waiting there was room for contemplation. But in the end, their waiting and 
contemplation led to celebration. In what ways have you experienced God’s words coming to 
pass in your life through the cycle of waiting, contemplation, and celebration?  

2. The theme of God being one who rescues and redeems is woven throughout Zechariah’s song. 
Our worship of God is often a reflection of how we’ve experienced God at work in our own 
lives. In what ways do you think God “rescued” and “redeemed” Zechariah and his wife, 
Elizabeth? In what ways have you personally experienced God as the One who rescues and 
redeems?  

3. As humans, we all struggle at times with unbelief or discouragement, and sometimes God 
seems to be silent. What do you do in these times to hold onto faith? When everything 
becomes a little too hard and the path becomes dark, how do you look for the light of Christ? 
What things take your attention away from God’s promises for this day? How can you commit 
to living in the moment and trusting God to supply all you need, without worrying about the 
future?   

_____



PRAYER 
“Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send Your Holy Spirit upon our 
preparations for Christmas. We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear Your voice 
each day. We who are anxious over many things look forward to Your coming among us. We who 
are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of Your kingdom. We whose hearts are 
heavy seek the joy of Your presence. We are Your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the 
light. To You we say, ‘Come Lord Jesus!’” Amen. 
(A prayer by Henri J.M. Nouwen) 

GOING DEEPER 
Read Colossians 1: 13-14. We have been rescued from darkness and made into people of the Light. 
Knowing that there are people around us who are still living in darkness (or experiencing a dark 
season), what are some ways you can live in solidarity with them while pointing them to Christ, 
who brings redemption and forgiveness to all who ask?  

QUOTATIONS
“But for the penitent, (God’s) heart of gentle embrace is never outmatched by our sins and foibles 
and insecurities and doubts and anxieties and failures.” 
Dane Ortland 

“His mercy is his deepest impulse, not wrath. The most natural instinct of Jesus is to move toward 
sin and suffering and not away from it.” 
Dane Ortland 

“I think of a business man who refuses to go along with corrupt company policies even if it would 
benefit him financially. I think of the social workers and teachers who remain content with their 
salaries and parents who insist on limits even when it makes their children angry - these are 
advent people. They are on location with the One who is to come.” 
Fleming Rutledge 

“The authentically hopeful Christmas spirit has not looked away from darkness but straight into 
it.”  
Fleming Rutledge

_____
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