
Small Group Discussion Guide  —  December 5, 2021 

• Series: Songs of the Season 
• Sermon: Mary’s Song 
• Scripture: Luke 1: 46-55 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK: 
How successful were you this past week in paying attention to your own candy bag? How 
important was this advice as we enter into the Christmas season? 

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. How early do you start decorating, shopping, listening to Christmas music, etc.? What gets 

you into the Christmas spirit? 

ENGAGE 
Read Luke 1: 45-55. 
1. In this passage Mary refers to herself four times, while referring to God thirteen times. What 

does it suggest about Mary’s song that she spends most of it praising God and attesting to his 
faithfulness? 

2. What are the names she uses to refer to God in verse 47 and 49? Why do you think she chose 
these modifiers? 

3. What does this passage demonstrate about Mary’s understanding of scripture? How can such 
clear understanding of scripture have come to someone who was most likely illiterate? 

 
APPLY 
1. Mary’s song sets up a clear contrast between the powerful and the humble. The entire 

Christmas narrative seems shot through with this contrast. In our time of relative ease and 
material abundance, what cautionary message should we receive from this?  

2. David talked about how both Elizabeth and Mary’s songs just “came forth out of what was in 
their hearts.” What was in their hearts served as a window into their souls. Over the past few 
weeks, what has naturally flown from your heart, and what does it say about your faith? 

3. Although God’s invitation to salvation through Jesus is extended to all of us, the system does 
seem designed to “filter out the proud,” but even this filtering is self-selected by the hardness 
of our own hearts. How does this strike you as you consider your own tendency toward 
humility or pride as you try to follow Jesus? 

4. David mentioned the role that the Holy Spirit plays in bringing Christ to life in each believer’s 
heart, likening it to the virgin birth. How does this change your understanding of the work of 
God in your own heart, and the posture in which you receive Him? In what ways does it 
change your perspective of Christmas? (“Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear 
Christ enters in…”) 

PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, your word tells us that you oppose the proud but give grace to the humble. Help 
us to practice humility every day, remembering that all we have been given comes from you. As 
we ponder Jesus’ birth 2000 years ago, may we approach you with reverence and thanksgiving 
for your faithful mercy and everlasting forgiveness towards us, even while we were still sinners. 
Amen 

_____



GOING DEEPER 
Considering the second class citizenship that women held in Jewish life in the first century, how 
significant is it that Luke gave these two women such prominent roles in the story of our Savior’s 
birth? 

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURE  
Acts 2: 37-38 
James 4: 6 
Isaiah 42: 8 
John 3: 6 
Malachi 4: 2 
Zechariah 4: 10 
John 16: 17, 21-22 

QUOTATIONS
“But I believe that the only people who will not be in heaven are people who don't want to be 
there. When you think about it, if you don't really like God, you don't want to be in heaven.”     
Dallas Willard

_____
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