
Small Group Discussion Guide  — December 19, 2021 

• Series: Songs of the Season 
• Sermon: The Angels’ Song 
• Scripture: Luke 2: 4-14 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 

Pete referred to believers as being, “Advent People” or “Sunrise People.” In what ways did you live 
out that principle this week? In what ways did you find yourself waiting this week? How did that 
waiting feel different to you than in the past? 

CONNECT 

1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. How many of you, when reading this passage from Luke, thought of Linus dragging his  

blanket across the stage and reciting these words under a single spotlight in A Charlie  Brown 
Christmas?  What memories does that image of Linus and the Peanuts gang stir in you?   

ENGAGE - Read Luke 2:4-14 

• In verses 4-7, we are told of the circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus which were dirty, 
dangerous and probably terrifying for a first time teenage mother.  If you can, consider the 
pain Mary endured in giving birth, Joseph’s fears and hopes, and the joy that followed Jesus’s 
arrival. 

• Read verses 8-13.  Try to imagine yourself as one of the shepherds that night in the hills near 
Bethlehem. Consider the moments leading up to the arrival of the angels. What might those 
moments  have looked like? Were you engaged in conversation with your friends? Sitting 
quietly by yourself keeping an eye on the sheep? Trying your best to stay awake, or trying to 
get warm, maybe? How might you, in that moment, have responded to an angel appearing out 
of nowhere, and suddenly finding yourself in the middle of God’s glory. How might you have 
responded to the light of heaven breaking through the literal darkness on the earth in a single  
instant? What do you make of the angels offering to these, the humblest of the humble, a sign 
that would be so clear to them? 

• Read verse 14, the Angels’ Song. Consider both God’s glory, and those for whom the angels 
proclaim He is bringing His peace.  Who are the people on whom God’s favor rests?  

• What might this passage, with descriptions of the events of that night from the perspectives 
of two humble, but different perspectives couples with the Angels’ song suggest about 
Jesus’s arrival, his role, and his mission? 

APPLY 

1. David talked about the sound tracks of our lives, suggesting that each of us has songs running 
in the background. Songs like “If I do good things, then I will have a good life,” or “If I make 
enough money, then I will be happy.” What are the sound tracks of your own life? How do they 
contrast with the song of the Angels? 

2. Humility is hard for many of us while pride seems to come naturally. How can humility be a 
comfort for us as Christians? Consider the contrast between Mary and Joseph living a life of 
trust and humility with living a life of the illusion of control and pride. Knowing that none of us 
has any real control over much of what happens in life, how would a spirit of humility help us 
to take what comes with greater peace? 



PRAYER 

Father in heaven, thank you for sending your Son into this world to provide us with forgiveness  of 
our sins the chance to have an intimate relationship with him. Thank you that you never walk  
away from darkness, but hold our hands and walk through it with us. May the story of your birth  
remind us of the importance of humility and serve as a guide for how we treat those around us. 
Amen 

GOING DEEPER 

The passage tells us that the shepherds were terrified.  Most of us know the word sublime to 
mean awe-inspiring in grandeur and beauty. But in its old use, the word sublime connoted not 
only something of great grandeur and beauty, but also something terrifying and overwhelming.  
Something simultaneously lovely and immensely powerful. Consider the Manning quote below. 
Can you remember a time in your life where you experienced this?  How can trusting God be both 
terrifying and good? How do we reconcile the awesome glory of God and accepting his offer of 
peace in our own lives?  

SUPPORTING VERSES 

John 1:29 , Romans 8:3, Hebrews 2:17, Galatians 4:4-6, Philippians 2: 8-11 

QUOTATIONS 

Moses had reflected the glory of God as the moon reflects the light of the sun. But Jesus 
produces the unsurpassable glory of God; it emanates from him. Jesus does not point to the glory 
of God as Elijah, Moses, and every other prophet has done; Jesus is the glory of God in human 
form.   - Timothy Keller 
  
Vain persons put on a show with the features, physical shape, clothes, skills, position, influence, 
homes, brains, acquaintanceships, or whatever they are most proud of, expect applause, and feel 
resentful and hurt if people do not play up to them and act impressed.  - J.I. Packer 
  
Most of us are non-convincible. Substantial evidence shows that human beings ignore facts that 
contradict what they want to believe. See any political debate in your Facebook feed. Additionally, 
people who want to convince you of anything are annoying. See some religious people.  - Scott 
Erickson 
  
Glory – “Kabod” is not a safe topic. It induces a feeling of terror before the Infinite and exposes as 
sham our empty religious talk and pointless activity, our idle curiosity and ludicrous pretensions of 
importance, our frantic busyness.   – Brennan Manning 
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