
Small Group Discussion Guide  — January 23, 2022 

• Series: More than Words 
• Sermon: Be Strong and Courageous 
• Scripture: Joshua 1:9 
 

As we continue our reading through the Bible, we make a slight pivot this week from the “overall 
survey” approach, and we home in on one particular message from God - one that calls us in a 
time of uncertainty to “be strong and courageous.” Just as the children of Israel desperately 
needed this encouragement as they encountered daily challenges to their faith and obedience, we 
also need to hear the voice of God reminding us that we can find our strength and confidence in 
Him — especially in the midst of uncertain times.  

CONNECT 
1. In your journey through the Bible, what time of day have you found works best for your daily 

reading and why? 
2. At the top of the 90-Day Reading Plan it says this—“From Genesis to Revelation, look for the 

thread of God’s redemption in the Bible.” What examples of this have you found so far? What 
are some references to Jesus have you discovered? 

DISCUSS 
• Read Joshua 1:9. What has just happened as the book of Joshua begins that would have 

prompted this command from God? What might have been the biggest fears in Joshua’s heart 
at this moment in his life? 

• God repeatedly says He will be with Joshua, and that Joshua should be strong and courageous. 
What do you think is the relationship between those two ideas (God being with us, and being 
strong and courageous)? Why isn’t it enough to simply say, “God is with you,” or “be brave and 
go!” When in your life have you faced a challenge in which you needed to be assured of God’s 
presence and also to move forward with strength and courage? 

• Pete said, “Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged, for the basis of our courage is the presence 
of God.” In what ways do you need courage right now? What does “taking courage” look like 
for you? What are some deliberate practices you can take to remember God is with you and to 
gain and exercise courage?  

• In our readings to this point, God has promised his people the Promised Land over and over 
again. Why then did they have to fight for it? Why didn’t God just clear the people out before 
they arrived? What are some examples of times you’ve needed to fight for your faith, for your 
family, for your friendships, for the promises of God? What does this fighting look like? Do you 
find yourself in this place now? Share, if so. 

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the timeless wisdom of your word. Gives us eyes to see your 
heart, wisdom to comprehend your love, ears to hear your commands, and the courage to trust 
them. Amen.



GOING DEEPER 
If anyone in your group attended or listened to David’s “Knowing the Bible” discussion this week, 
feel free to incorporate questions and thoughts here.  

Also, use the resource webpage throughout the series.  

SUPPORTING VERSES 
Deuteronomy 34: 12 
Joshua 8: 1a 
Isaiah 41: 10 
2 Corinthians 1: 20a 

QUOTATIONS 
“Courage is not simply one of the virtues but the form of every virtue at the testing point.”  
C.S. Lewis 

https://www.hopechurchrva.com/bible/
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