
Small Group Discussion Guide  — February 20, 2022 

• Series: More than Words 
• Sermon: Isaiah: Visions of Hope 
• Sermon Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-7  

FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK 

Do you recall any circumstances where you wanted to hide in your relationships 
this week? How did you respond to the temptation? How did the situation turn 
out? 

CONNECT 

1. What stood out to you from the service this week?  
2. Consider a time and place where you found yourself overwhelmed by sublime 

beauty. Where were you? What colors did you see? What did you hear? Do 
you remember the scents? Who was there with you?  What was it about this 
experience that you recall most vividly? 

DISCUSS 

Read Isaiah 6:1-7 aloud to the group. Provide the questions to the group, then 
give them a few minutes to read silently and reflect. Then come back together to 
discuss the reactions of the group members to the passage. 

1. Try to imagine yourself in the temple, sharing in Isaiah’s vision. What do you 
see? What does it feel like to be there in the presence of the Lord and the 
seraphim? 

2. How do you react to the seraphim’s actions of placing the hot coals on 
Isaiah’s mouth, immediately after he bemoaned his unclean lips? What might 
this suggest to you about the nature of God? About the nature of our sin, and 
the price of atonement? 

3. How do these verses point to the ultimate atonement in Jesus? 

APPLY 
1. How would you define the difference between a religion that gives you 

lessons in life improvement, versus one that offers a vision that hints at the 
beauty and majesty of an omnipotent and loving God of the universe? How 
might you live differently, depending on which path you choose for faith? 



2. David said that the macro goal of sin is to keep us from God and His love. Sin 
uses several tactics to accomplish this:  
• Our own resistance to the idea of our sin and a reluctance to deal with it 
• A hyper-focus on ourselves, either narcissistically or in a self-loathing way 
• Temptation to false gods 
• Distortion of the truth about God and about ourselves (leading to a shame 

and guilt cycle) 

Where are some areas of your life that you see these tactics at work? How 
does it help you to know that God’s main desire in warning us about sin is to 
keep us close to Him and His love?  

3. How might you deepen this reflection this week? Perhaps you are facing what 
feels like a big decision, or struggling in a relationship.  How might this 
reflection inform your perspective? 

PRAYER 

Oh Lord, our God.  So often we take satisfaction in the failings of others - quick 
to notice their sin, but so slow to acknowledge our own. Thank you for the 
reminders of how our own sin divides us from you, and that you love us enough 
to shed your own blood reconcile us - and to invite us into perfect harmony with 
You. Thank you for the reminders of your glory, and for the joy you are offering to 
us through repentance and the acceptance of your grace. May we better 
surrender to your perfect will, may your glory be revealed, and may your name be 
exalted.  Amen 

GOING DEEPER 

If anyone in your group attended or listened to the Sunday night discussion, feel 
free to incorporate questions and thoughts here.  

Also, use the resource webpage throughout the series  

SUPPORTING VERSES 

Isaiah 1:18  
Luke 8: 43-44 
Isaiah 65:17-25  
Revelation 21:1-5 

QUOTATIONS 

“The most decisive step toward obedience is to renounce self-centered living. At 
its root, sin is self-obsession.”    
Gary Thomas

https://www.hopechurchrva.com/bible/
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