
Small Group Discussion Guide  — March 13, 2022 

• Series: More than Words 
• Sermon: Jesus is Here 
• Sermon Scripture: John 1: 1-14  

This week, we finish up the Old Testament and dive into the New Testament, in 
which we see the arrival of Jesus, the promised Messiah. Light has broken 
through the darkness! As we are reading at a fast pace, here is a helpful overview 
of the first four books of the New Testament:  

Matthew: What Jesus taught 
Mark: What Jesus did 
Luke: What Jesus felt 
John: Who Jesus is 

Today, we focus on a passage in John, which highlights specific attributes of 
Jesus, the Son of God.  

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from the service this week?  
2. Tell about a time you had to wait on something for which you had hoped for a 

long time. What was the waiting like? How did you feel when it finally 
happened? 

ENGAGE 
Read John 1: 1-14. 
1. What attributes of Jesus does John describe in this passage? How difficult or 

helpful is it to think of Jesus as being “with God from the beginning”? 
2. In verses 9-11, what does John say about how Jesus was received during his 

earthly ministry? How does that compare with how He is received by us today, 
2000 years later? When considering how the Israelites reacted to the 
prophets of the Old Testament, what does this say about human beings? 

3. According to verse 12, what happens to those who believe in Jesus? What 
does it mean to be “children of God”? 

4. What are two main characteristics of Jesus, as revealed in verse 14? How 
would you define these two characteristics, in your own words?  



APPLY 
1. After reading the Old Testament and all of its promises about the long awaited 

Messiah, how understandable is it that the Jewish people were underwhelmed 
at the way Jesus came to them? Is there a part of you that wishes that Jesus 
was more of a political leader than a Suffering Savior? What might this 
suggest about where we place our hope? 

2. Make a list of the many New Testament descriptions of Jesus (Light of the 
World, Bread of Life, Good Shepherd, etc.). Which of them is the most 
meaningful to who Jesus has been in your life?  

3. David talked about how encountering Jesus always eventually results in a 
personal response to Him. Ultimately, everyone must either say, “Yes” or “No” 
to him. Was there a specific moment you said yes? Have you gone back and 
forth with your response to Jesus? Has it been a gradual “yes” over time? 
Share what this response has looked like for you. 

PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, words cannot express our gratitude that you sent your Son into 
this world to save us. Forgive us for how easily we forget your grace and mercy. 
Thank you that the light of Jesus triumphs over the darkness of our world. Thank 
you for adopting us into your family by allowing us to become your children 
through faith in your only Son. In His name we pray, Amen.  

GOING DEEPER 
If anyone in your group attended or listened to the Sunday night discussion, feel 
free to incorporate questions and thoughts here.  

Also, use the resource webpage throughout the series  

SUPPORTING VERSES 
Matthew 19: 28 
Galatians 4: 4-5 
1 John 3: 8 
John 20: 31 

QUOTATIONS 
“The solution to the riddle of life in space and time lies outside space and time.” 
Ludwig Wittgenstein 

“Jesus is not a latecomer who is adding his two cents to everything that has 
already been said through the years by Abraham, Moses, David, Socrates, 
Confucius, and Buddha. He is previous to all of it, preexistent. He is the first 
cause, the primary source. He is that which is eternally at the beginning. That 
means that when God appears to us He is not something or someone to be 
added on or not added on to everything else that we have experienced, thought, 
and supposed. He is the beginning of life itself.”    
Eugene Peterson 

https://www.hopechurchrva.com/bible/


“Jesus understands that there is a God who is uncreated, beginningless, infinitely 
transcendent, who made this world, who keeps everything in the universe going, 
so that all the molecules, all the stars, all the solar systems are being held up by 
the power of this God. And Jesus says, ‘That's who I am.'”     
Timothy Keller 

“There is absolutely nothing in what Jesus himself or his early followers taught 
that suggests you can decide just to enjoy forgiveness at Jesus's expense and 
have nothing more to do with him.” 
Dallas Willard 

“Whenever the loss of the conviction of the full deity of Jesus Christ occurs, the 
church and the world lose their center and meaning.”  
Frederick Dale Bruner 
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