
Small Group Discussion Guide  — March 20, 2022 

• Series: More than Words 
• Sermon: Acts - Church on Mission 
• Scripture: Acts 9: 10-22 .  

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from the service this week?  
2. What is a plan for this spring that you are excited about?  

ENGAGE 
Read Acts 9: 10-22. 
1. Knowing a little about Saul, put yourself in Ananias’s place. How “out of left 

field” were the instructions from God in his vision? What do we learn about 
Ananias’ faith in these verses? How do you think you might have responded? 

2. God tells Ananias that Saul will be shown “how much he must suffer for My 
name.” Why do you think God wanted Saul to know about future suffering at 
the point of his conversion? 

3. What else stands out to you regarding Paul’s conversion in verses 17-22? 

APPLY 
1. Throughout the Bible, God chooses unlikely men and women to do incredible 

tasks for the Kingdom. There could hardly have been a more unlikely 
messenger for Jesus than the previously-murderous Saul, but God also called 
a prostitute (Rahab), a shepherd boy (David), and a tax collector (Matthew), 
among many others, to missions that changed history. What does this say 
about the nature of God and about the way He sees His children?  

2. How does it make you feel to think about God calling you, as he did Saul, His 
“chosen instrument”? How have you responded to God’s call? We may not all 
have the impact of Paul, but we are all called to participate in sharing the truth 
of Jesus as Lord and life-giving Savior. Don’t sell yourself short and think too 
small. Make it a consistent prayer to ask God how He is calling you. Dream big 
dreams for Christ! The world is hungry for truth, and many are wondering 
inside, “Is there more to life?” This week, what are some ways you can be bold 
to share the reason for the hope within you? 

3. “Conversion” means moving from self-centeredness to God-centeredness. The 
process of conversion to Christ means giving over more and more territory of 
our lives to Him. What part of your life have you yet to give over to Christ? 
How might you pray regarding purposeful kingdom relationships, work, giving, 
and growing?  



PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we don’t always understand why you’ve chosen us, broken 
vessels that we are, to play important roles in the furthering of your kingdom on 
Earth, but we know and trust that it’s a great gift. Grow us in strength and 
commitment, and increase our desire to serve you by serving one another. Help 
us to seek to walk through every day you give us with your Son, our Savior. 
Amen.  

GOING DEEPER 
If anyone in your group attended or listened to the Sunday night discussion, feel 
free to incorporate questions and thoughts here.  

David identified three main pathways to conversion:  
1. Over the long-haul - raised in the context of faith in Christ, experience “wake 

up calls” that fan the flame in our souls (Timothy) 
2. Over a period of years - intentional exploration and searching (Nicodemus) 
3. A moment in time - more dramatic and sudden (Paul) 

What is your conversion story? Take some time this week to write down how you 
came — or are coming — to faith in Christ. Consider sharing with your group this 
week, and celebrate new life in Christ together.  

SUPPORTING VERSES 
Acts 13: 48-49 
Acts 16: 13-15 

Acts 26: 16 
Acts 28: 23-24 

QUOTATIONS 
“I did come to see that God did know who I was, and He still loved me. He helped 
me comprehend both my need for a Savior and His willingness to be that Savior 
for me — to pay the consequences of my sin because of His great love. That 
experience changed my life forever.”     
John Perkins 

“The life in Christ is unique — you are not fitting into someone else's mold, 
meeting anyone's expectations, or trying to conform to a model. You will become 
more yourself and less like anyone else in the whole world as you do this.”     
Eugene Peterson 

“One day I said to a convert who was hesitating to volunteer to share the gospel 
with us.  ‘Brother, when are you going to volunteer?’ He shook his head slowly 
and said: ‘Brother Stanley, I'm converted, but I'm not converted that far.’ Some of 
our conversions are ‘Conversions, Limited,’ and some are 'Conversions, 
Unlimited.’”     
E. Stanley Jones 

“The Lord works from the inside out. The world works from the outside in. The 
world would take the people out of the slums. Christ takes the slums out of 
people, and then they take themselves out of the slums. The world would mold 
people by changing their environment. Christ changes people, who then change 



their environment. The world would shape human behavior, but Christ can 
change human nature.”      
Anonymous 
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