
Small Group Discussion Guide  — March 6, 2022 

• Series: More than Words 
• Sermon: Let Justice Roll 
• Sermon Scripture: Amos 5: 21-24  

FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK 
In what ways did the reminder that God’s heart for us is in “relationship rather 
than rules” affect your thinking and actions this week? How did it play out in your 
life?   

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from the service this week?  
2. What’s a childhood memory you have of something not being fair? How did 

you react? Share this story, if you feel comfortable. How has your sense of 
fairness and justice evolved as you’ve grown and matured?   

ENGAGE 
Read Amos 5: 21-24. 
1. Who is speaking in these verses? How would you describe the overall tone of 

the passage? 
2. What can you assume about the outward behavior of the people of Israel in 

this time? Why was God denouncing their offerings and ceremonial rituals? If 
you were a person hearing these words spoken, how do you imagine you 
would’ve felt? What seems to be the missing piece in their actions, as God 
sees it? (v. 24) 

3. How would you define justice? Righteousness? In what ways is justice like a 
river, and righteousness like a never-failing stream?  

APPLY 
1. As we are in the season of Lent, it is appropriate and wise to consider our 

own sin - the darkness in our own hearts that draws us away from the heart of 
our Father. In what areas of your life do your actions not line up with Jesus’ 
love and call upon your life? Where is there dissonance between what you say 
you believe and how you actually live? What do your actions imply are 
actually at your core? 

2. What does it look like to live a life that is moved by mercy and guided by 
justice?  What work do you need to do internally so justice is as important to 
you as it is to God? What would it look like to live out the compassion and 
mercy of Christ? 



PRAYER 
Father, you are a God who is compassionate and just. You care about the abused, 
the disadvantaged, and the forgotten people of the world. And if we are truly 
your children, we are to care about them, too. Forgive us for our complacency — 
our preference for our own comfort and our wish not to be disturbed. Remind us, 
Lord, that our religious talk and ceremonies are empty and useless if we don’t 
have your love in our hearts. Break our hearts for what breaks yours, and help us 
to tangibly care for those in need, in our neighborhoods, our country, and around 
the world. Lead us in this, we pray. Amen. 

GOING DEEPER 
If anyone in your group attended or listened to the Sunday night discussion, feel 
free to incorporate questions and thoughts here.  

Also, use the resource webpage throughout the series  

SUPPORTING VERSES 
Amos 7: 12-15 
Micah 6: 8-9 
Isaiah 53:5 

QUOTATIONS 
“If Jesus had looked over the lip of heaven and said, ‘I’m only going to give my 
blood to the deserving poor or the ones who didn’t contribute to 
their own mess,’ he could have saved himself a trip because there isn’t anyone 
like that down here.” 
Tim Keller 

"God’s mercy is not calculating and cautious like ours. It is unrestrained, flood-like 
and sweeping. Meanwhile, we wonder if people are trying to take advantage of 
us." 
Dane Ortland 

https://www.hopechurchrva.com/bible/
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