
Small Group Discussion Guide  — April 3, 2022 

• Series: More than Words 
• Sermon: Corinthians - Persevering Faith 
• Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4: 4-18 

Today’s sermon comes from Paul’s second letter to the Christians in Corinth. 
Paul is sharing how living out this life with Christ requires a spirit of 
perseverance — of hanging on tightly to what Christ has taught us, and daily 
committing to living out our faith through the power of the Holy Spirit in us.  

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from the service this week?  
2. What is a lesson you learned or memory you hold from childhood or young 

adulthood about never giving up?   

ENGAGE 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 4: 4-12. 

• What is “this treasure” in verse 7, and where is it kept? Why do we have it? 
• What words are most meaningful to you in verses 8-9? Why? 
• Read verses 10-11. Why was Paul allowed to suffer for Christ? How does 

Paul’s struggle show God’s power and reflect Jesus’ life? How is this true in 
your own life?   

2. Read verses 13-18. 
• By all accounts, Paul suffered a great deal for proclaiming Christ. Why, then, 

did he refer to his suffering as “light and momentary troubles”? What is he 
keeping in view and how does that change his perspective?  

• How does Paul mean by the phrase “lose heart?” (v. 16)? How does Paul say 
we can avoid this?  

APPLY 
1. As Christians, we know that suffering is an inevitable part of life (John 16: 33), 

and, because Jesus suffered, it can lead us closer to the heart of God. How do 
we maintain perspective of the things unseen (v. 18), when what we see in 
front of us is difficult and hard? 

2. How does suffering deepen our relationship with Jesus? Share any real life 
examples if you have any.  

3. What things tempt you to “lose heart”? Physical pain? Broken relationships? 
Weakness for a particular temptation? How can Paul’s words help strengthen 
your faith and encourage you to persevere? 



PRAYER 
Father, we know that suffering is real, and even Jesus was not spared immense 
suffering here on earth. But sometimes it seems too much to bear. When we feel 
overwhelmed by adversity or sorrow, lift our eyes and hearts to see you, the one 
who bore all our sin so that we have hope in eternal rest and life with you. Thank 
you that, even in our suffering, you give us strength and grace beyond measure. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

GOING DEEPER 
Going through an experience of suffering often reveals the core desire of our 
heart, our main goal, our “finish line.” Sometimes that may be personal relief, a 
restored relationship, financial rescue, or something else. Paul tells us that the 
ultimate goal of our suffering should be to help us know Christ better. Examine 
periods of suffering in your life. How did you grow closer (or not) to Jesus? How 
does your view of suffering change when you view it through the ultimate lens of 
more intimacy with Christ?  

SUPPORTING VERSES 
Isaiah 53   
John 16: 33             
Philippians 3: 10   
2 Corinthians 1: 3-5 
2 Corinthians 12: 8-10 
Hebrews 12: 1-3 
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