
Small Group Discussion Guide  — May 1, 2022 

• Series: Before and After 
• Sermon: Nicodemus: From Curious to Committed 
• Scripture: John 3: 1-21, John 7: 45-52, John 19: 38-39 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
What aspects of your personality are best suited for use by God to advance his 
kingdom? 
  
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. What kinds of things are you curious about? How do you try to satisfy your 

curiousity? Podcasts? Books? YouTube rabbit trails?  

ENGAGE 
1. Read John 3:1-21. 

• In this famous passage, much is often made about the fact that Nicodemus 
came to Jesus “at night.” But why did he come to Jesus at all? What does it 
say about Nicodemus that he would seek Jesus out? What first aroused 
your interest about Jesus? 

• In verses 4 and 9, Nicodemus seems either completely lost or deliberately 
obtuse. Why do you think Jesus’ words confused a man as educated and 
knowledgeable about scripture as Nicodemus? How might our own 
education and worldly experience block our ability to recognize God’s 
truth? 

2. Read John 7: 45-52. 
• Since the punishment for any Jewish scholar disagreeing with the Sanhedrin 

was death, why would Nicodemus risk defending Jesus based on his 
encounter with him in John 3?  

• What do the Pharisees’ questions (v. 48 and 52) reveal about the openness 
of their hearts related to Jesus’ claims? What do you think was their main 
motivation?   

3. Read John 19:39. 
• How significant do you think it was that Nicodemus bought the expensive 

myrrh and aloes to treat Jesus’ body? Why would he “go public” with his 
faith in such a way after Jesus’ death but not before? 



APPLY 
The book of John tells us that Nicodemus made the journey from curious about 
Jesus to committed to Him. When thinking about this journey for yourself, where 
are you? What might be keeping you from moving into full commitment? Fear of 
what others might think? Unanswered questions? Fear of giving up control? 
Something else? If you feel comfortable, share this with the group. This week, 
take these things to God in prayer, and ask Him to lead you one step closer to 
Him.  

PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending your son into our world that whoever 
believes in him will not die but inherit eternal life. Thank you that this gift is free 
and does not depend on our works. Empower us through the Holy Spirit to move 
from curious to fully committed to you, living as your children and sharing your 
light with those around us. Amen. 

GOING DEEPER 
Some of the qualities of Jesus we see in this passage are  

• Availability 
• Speaking truth 
• Teaching (not intimated by others’ credentials) 
• Leading others to life (found only in Christ) 

In which of these areas can you grow to be more like Jesus, as you share the 
gospel with those around you?  
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