
Small Group Discussion Guide  — May 15, 2022 

• Series: Before and After 
• Sermon: Peter: Do You Love Me?  
• Scripture: John 21: 15-19 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
Did you think about some ways you try to satisfy your thirsty soul but come up 
empty? What would it look like to allow Jesus to fill you up completely? 
  
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. What is your full name? How does it tell the story of where you came from?  

ENGAGE 
1. Read John 21: 15-17
• Who is Jesus referring to when he says to Peter, “...do you love me more 

than these?” Why do you think it is important to Jesus to ask this 
question?  

• What do you think Jesus is asking when he requests that Peter feed and 
shepherd the lambs and sheep? 

• Consider how Peter stood there and professed his love for Jesus. What is 
the significance of asking Peter to declare his love for Jesus three times?  

2. Read John 21: 18-19
• Consider how Peter would have felt hearing the prediction of his death. 

Why might Jesus have shared this prediction?  
• What does Jesus’ prediction and words ‘Follow me’ say about his love for 

Peter?  

APPLY 
1. How might your life be different if you wholly received Jesus’ love for you? 

How might it affect your interactions with others? Your inner voice? Your 
priorities, goals, and dreams?  

2. What might happen if you forgave yourself for past sins and mistakes? If you 
forgave others? What’s holding you back?  

3. What is relationship between love and action? Can love be real love without 
action? Jesus calls Peter to care for his sheep.  Shepherds are willing to lay 
down their lives for their sheep…what sacrifices are you willing to make? 

4. How can you use your own redemptive story to shape the way you approach, 
care for, and love others? 



  
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, thank you for your relentless and powerful love, seeing us as we 
are and loving us anyway. You pursue us and redeem us continually. Help us to 
love others the way you love us. We want to take care of those around us, to 
bring words of healing and speak words of life. Help us to follow you so closely 
that the dust from your sandals colors the clothes that we wear. Thank you for 
showing us perfect love and calling us into action to lavish that love on others. 
Amen. 

GOING DEEPER 
This week, take some time to read 1 and 2 Peter. Remember that this is the same 
Peter who denied Jesus three times. What do you notice about his faith? How has 
he changed from when he first followed Jesus? Reflect on the changes God has 
brought about in your own life as a result of following Jesus? Where is there still 
growth potential?  

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
1 Corinthians 15: 3-4  
Acts 4:12 
John 6:68 
2 Peter 1:3 
2 Peter 3:9

QUOTATIONS 
“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good but that God 
will make us good because he loves us.” 
C.S. Lewis 

“In Jesus’ resurrected presence, the invisible kingdom of God has become a 
visible reality. The word has taken shape and love has become real… love halts at 
no barrier.” 
Eberhard Arnold 

“You gentlest treatment of yourself is less gentle than the way your heavenly 
Father handles you. His tenderness toward you outstrips what you are even 
capable of towards yourself.” 
Dane Ortland 

“Self-compassion is letting yourself off the hook, letting yourself be human and 
flawed and also amazing. It’s giving yourself credit for showing up instead of 
beating yourself up for taking so long to get there. We find the courage to 
change when we feel loved.” 
Shauna Niequist
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