
Small Group Discussion Guide  — May 29, 2022 

• Series: Before and After 
• Sermon: The Centurion  
• Scripture: Mark 15: 27-41 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
Last week, Dan said, “God’s after will always be better than our before.” How, in 
specific day-to-day ways, might that be so for you? Do you have any concrete 
examples from the week that were better than your before might have been? 
                
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. Think of a day or an event that went in a completely different direction than 

the one you expected. What were the circumstances? How did you respond? 

ENGAGE 
1. Read Mark 15:27-36.

• Consider the manner in which the crowd treated Jesus as he hung on the cross. 
What do you suppose was behind their treatment — simple mob mentality, or 
something more? How do you think their preconceived notions of who Jesus was or 
wasn’t were challenged or bolstered by this brutal experience? Why, do you 
suppose, were they unable to see Jesus for who he was?  

• Now, try to imagine yourself in the shoes of the centurion, likely on a military 
assignment to maintain discipline in a culture far different from the one in which you 
were raised. Imagine watching as the events described in the scripture unfold, and 
perhaps knowing, or even having witnessed, some of the events of the day that led 
to this point. How do you see the scene? How does it compare to other executions 
you might have witnessed? What specifically catches your eye and captures your 
thoughts?  How do you make sense of what you are seeing?  

2. Read Mark 15:37-41. 
• Consider how this passage is silent on the response of the crowd to Jesus’s death, 

but describes the response of the centurion. What might this suggest to you about 
the crowd? About the centurion?  

• What do you make of the inclusion of the account of the women who were there to 
care for Jesus?  

APPLY 
1. When the centurion, who oversaw crucifixions as his job, observed up close Jesus’ 

extreme suffering and the manner in which he died, it caught his attention. He was 
forced to grapple with who Jesus actually is. How might our preconceived notions of 
Jesus shading or altering the reality of his power, his goodness, his humility, his 



sacrifice, and his sufficiency? How can you see him with fresh eyes, and how can that 
change you? 

2. How might you look for God, or simply allow God to be, in unexpected places this 
week? What do you need to do to allow space so you can recognize Him there? 

PRAYER 
Beloved Jesus, May your name be glorified above all names. May you give us the courage 
to release you from our expectations, to let you be as big as you are — not merely as big 
as we are comfortable with your being. May we be faithful to your teaching to love you 
and to love one another as you have loved, with our whole hearts — selflessly and 
without distraction from the day’s passions. May we be witness to your kingdom, here 
and now. Amen. 

GOING DEEPER 
How do your expectations of God influence the manner in which you perceive things? In 
what ways might you have tried to make God smaller than He is. How open are you to a 
God who defies those expectations and refuses to stay in the boxes we construct for 
Him, and how do you let go of these boxes in your own life? 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
John 19:10-11 
John 19:25-27 
Luke 23:46 
John 19:30 

QUOTES 

One of the deepest mysteries of a Christ-referenced life is that only by losing all, by 
becoming utterly devoid of all self-referenced dynamics, by becoming "nothingness" do 
we gain all, do we gain a life whose joys are ravishing, its peace profound, its humility the 
deepest, its power world-shaking, its love enveloping, its simplicity that of a trusting 
child. Robert Mulholland 

The Jews wanted to talk about Jesus, but he wanted them to decide about him. They 
wanted to get into an argument, but he wanted to get into a relationship with them. We 
very often make a great play at getting all the facts before committing ourselves. In a 
kind of pseudoscientific ritual, we consider and study and discuss but never put the 
pieces together and become that which we are being called to be.   Eugene Peterson 

In coming to Christ, we do not bring our old life up into a higher plane. We leave it at the 
cross. A. W. Tozer 


	Small Group Discussion Guide  — May 29, 2022
	CONNECT
	ENGAGE
	APPLY
	PRAYER
	GOING DEEPER
	ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE
	QUOTES

