
Small Group Discussion Guide  — June 5, 2022 

• Series: The Reconciling Heart of God 
• Sermon: God’s Love When We’re Opposed to Him  
• Scripture: Romans 5:6-11 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
David described the story of the centurion standing at the foot of the cross, 
returning home after a day's work, forever changed by observing Jesus' death on 
the cross.  Because of who Jesus was and how he carried himself in his final 
moments, the centurion’s attention was captivated and ultimately it led to his 
conversion to being a Christian. Have you ever been in the presence of someone 
who just by being themselves has stirred a desire for positive change in you?  
What was it about this person that caught your attention? 

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2.  What would you do with your time if you had one extra hour each day?  

ENGAGE 
1. Romans 5:6-8 

• Who did Christ die for, and what words were used to describe them?  
• In Romans 5:7, what do you think is the importance of Paul explaining the 

human response of dying for someone else?  
• Consider yourself in Jesus’ shoes, being mocked and crucified. How would 

your human response have been different from His willingness to die for us?  
• Read verse 8. What thoughts and feelings arise as you try to grasp the 

description of Christ’s love?  
2. Romans 5:9-11 

• In Romans 5:11, what does ‘rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with 
God’ mean to you? What might this rejoicing look like? 

APPLY 
1. Imagine a person you would be willing to give your life for? Who is this 

person, what is the relationship, why would you be willing to go to these 
extreme measures? 

2. David defined reconciliation as “a bringing back into harmony”.  What does 
reconciliation do for our confidence and ability to approach, and be in 
relationship with Jesus? 



3. How might you be a reconciler in your life? What would it take for you to 
imitate Christ as a reconciler? 

4. Would you characterize your relationship with God as “recreational” or 
“deeply devoted?” What evidence exists to support your characterization?  

PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we are in awe of your unrelenting love, a love so powerful you 
were willing to die for us even at our weakest.  It is not by our doing but a result 
of your unfathomable grace that we can now stand before you and call you 
friend.  We are so grateful for reconciliation and that we can continually be 
brought into harmony with you by simply seeking you.  Help us to sit at your feet, 
paying less attention to the way we speak about you and putting our focus on 
the way we speak and spend time with you.  As we come closer to you, we pray 
You begin to spill out of our being, so that others may come to know you as we 
do.  Help us to continually seek you and know you more.  Amen 

GOING DEEPER 
How can we be the reconcilers of the world? David gives us two action items we 
can begin as soon as today.   

1. Spend 10 minutes in prayer- placing ourselves in the “glassy sea place”.  
This is the place before the throne of God- the epicenter of peace and 
calm.  We can sit quietly or speak with God, whichever we feel led to do 
during this time.  As David mentioned, in order to make peace, you first 
have to have it. 

2. During our daily conversations, we can practice being the reconcilers.  In 
some conversations, we may feel our defenses begin to rise and a growing 
inclination to speak out.  In those times, rather than trying to say what we 
want to say, David encourages us to ask the other person if they have 
anymore they want to say so that we can understand them better.  For 
instance, you can ask, “Can you tell me more about what you mean / how 
you feel?” 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
Colossians 1:19-22 
Revelation 4:6 
Romans 8:20-22 
Isaiah 58:12  

QUOTES 
The Spirit of God, the Spirit that calls us the Beloved, is the Spirit that unites and 
makes whole. There is no clearer way to discern the presence of God's Spirit than 
to identify the moments of unification, healing, restoration, and reconciliation. 
Wherever the Spirit works, divisions vanish and inner as well as outer unity 
manifests itself.  -Henri Nouwen 



That is the kingdom of God - "shalom" - complete healing of all the relationships 
in the creation. We will be reconciled to God; to nature; to one another; and to 
ourselves. -Timothy Keller


	Small Group Discussion Guide  — June 5, 2022
	CONNECT
	ENGAGE
	APPLY
	PRAYER
	GOING DEEPER
	ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE
	QUOTES

