
Small Group Discussion Guide  — June 26, 2022 

• Series: The Reconciling Heart of God 
• Sermon: The Peacemakers and the Persecuted 
• Scripture: Matthew 5:9-10 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
In last week's sermon, Pete encouraged us to “notice the one on the side of the 
road”?  He challenged us to lean into God’s leading and be the Good Samaritan 
to those around us. How did you apply this teaching?  What specific action(s) did 
you take to see and love the people placed in your path - “your neighbors”?                

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why?  
2. Is there someone in your life that you get along with really well, however, 

couldn’t be more different than? How do you relate to one another to make 
this work? 

ENGAGE 
Read Matthew 5:9-10 

1. Within the beatitudes, Jesus tells how believers with certain qualities and 
various experiences will be blessed and inherit specific spiritual blessings.  
Based on this scripture, explain what you think Jesus means when he uses 
the word “blessed”? 

2. He says the peacemakers will be called sons of God.  How would Jesus 
define a peacemaker? What does it mean to be a child of God? 

APPLY 
1. David opened the sermon describing God holding all things together in 

Christ who is reconciling all things to God. The enormity of this is hard for 
us to grasp. We live in a broken world where things are torn and tearing all 
the time. Many unreconciled places cause us anguish, confusion, 
uncertainty, grief and doubt. God is the only one big enough to take the 
brokenness and enable redemption from it. Describe a time, situation, or 
relationship in which you experienced a peace, not of yourself, but only 
through your trust in God to work within the difficult circumstance.   

2. In order to be a peacemaker, we first have to enter into an inner shalom 
that comes from knowing our place as God’s children. What does it mean 
to have our identity in Christ? Rooted in this identity, how does this allow 
you to move about in your daily life? 



3. When we die to self and say “yes” to God, we now have the foundation to 
be peacemakers.  Knowing who we are and whose we are, we can begin to 
make peace as a representative of Christ.  In what current personal 
situations can you be the reconciler?  How? 

PRAYER 
Precious father, we turn our hearts and our minds to you, focusing on the 
goodness promised for us who put our faith in you.  Help us to place our identity 
in you, dying to self and living in you.  Knowing we are your children, help us 
experience the inner shalom which only you can provide.  From that, use us to go 
into the world and be the peacemakers.  Help us to sow love, pardon, faith, hope, 
light, and joy to those around us. We are so grateful you have called us into 
relationship with you and that you are big enough to reconcile all things.  Help us 
to go in peace as we trust you. Amen. 

GOING DEEPER 
1. It’s through Jesus’ work on the cross that we are reconciled to God.  By 

grace, we have been saved.  Allowing the magnitude of this to wash over 
you, would you say you have entered into the peace of Christ, fully knowing 
and trusting that your identity is found in him and that your life is secure? 

2. Our willingness to be a peacemaker is directly connected to how grounded 
we are in the peace of Christ, which is the place of a devoted disciple. On a 
scale of 1-10, how grounded are you in Christ? What could take you from, 
e.g., a 7 to an 8? 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
Colossians 1:15, 17, 19-20 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
Galatians 2:20 
Ephesians 2:14-16 

QUOTES 

A Prayer by St. Frances of Assisi: 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy; 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 



and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

“Jesus is not speaking about peace loving, or peace wanting, or even peace living 
- but peace making, which is active and involves other people.” - David Bruner 
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