
Small Group Discussion Guide  — July 10, 2022


• Series: Church Alive - The Book of Acts 
• Sermon: It’s Not For You 
• Scripture: Acts 1: 1-11 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
How did the idea of you being salt and light affect your daily living this week? 
Share about any experience you may have had.   
                
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. It’s July and it’s toasty outside. If you could spend next week anywhere in 

Virginia, where would you go and why?  

ENGAGE 
Read Acts 1: 1-11. 
1. What does Jesus do for the 40 days He is with His followers after His 

resurrection? Why do you think He chose this topic to teach on? 
2. What question do the apostles ask Jesus? What is his answer? 
3. Verse 8 sets the stage for the rest of the book of Acts. In this verse, what 

does Jesus tell his followers to do? Where are they supposed to do it? How 
are they equipped to do it?  

APPLY 
1. Based on their question before Jesus ascended, what did the apostles seem 

to want most from Jesus, even post-resurrection? What are some unrealistic 
or incorrect expectations you have about Jesus, or what might you want 
explained? How do you react when God’s answer back is “it’s not for you to 
know”? How can this experience help you grow in faith?  

2. Some people have less-than-favorable feelings about the word “witness.” 
What does it mean to you to be a witness for Christ? 

3. At one point in the sermon, David said, “God does not have a mission for His 
Church, God has a church for His mission.” How do those two phrases differ 
and what does it mean for us? How does it change your idea of what it means 
to live as a witness of Christ?  

4. When you think about “church” and your participation in it, how much do you 
think about the church’s non-members? How might we develop more of a 
passion to reach out to those outside the church? What are some practical 
ways we, as a small group, can reach people outside the faith and welcome 
them in?  



PRAYER 
Father, like Jesus’s followers after the ascension, we cannot see him in the flesh. 
Because you knew that we could never fulfill your mission alone, we thank you so 
much for sending the Holy Spirit, our counselor, friend, and guide, to dwell within 
us, empowering us to know you better and follow you more closely. Teach us to 
see ourselves as one in whom the Spirit dwells and let that knowledge transform 
us. Help us to rely more and more on seeking and following the promptings and 
insights you give us through your Spirit, and let us experience more and more the 
joy that comes when we do. Amen.  

GOING DEEPER 
How much do you, deep down in your heart, believe that Jesus was a man who 
was crucified and killed but, in truth and reality, was raised from the dead? What 
does it mean to you that the same power that raised Jesus is in you now 
(Romans 8:11)? What kind of impact does focusing on the resurrection as truth 
have on the way you live from day to day? On the way you can be a witness of 
Christ to those around you?   

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
Matthew 28:18-20 
Isaiah 2:2   

Luke 24:46-48   
Mark 13:9-10   

QUOTES 
“To those who suggest Christ and Christianity were legend — we must regard the 
‘to the death’ witness of the early believers. Were they really prepared to suffer 
and die for a legend or a lie? We may also with good reason ask: If they were 
intent on creating a convincing legend, why on earth did they invent this story 
about the Risen Jesus being first seen by women, when for many of their Jewish 
hearers the testimony of a woman would almost automatically be dismissed? The 
whole thing bristles with improbabilities.”   
Peter Walker  

"Every company has tribal stories. Though there may be only a few tribal 
storytellers, it's everyone's job to see that things as unimportant as manuals and 
light bulbs don't replace them."      
Max Depree 

“What the story of everything thus required at a very deep level was the unity 
between claiming to be disciples of Jesus Christ and behaving in accordance with 
this claim.”    
Kavin Rowe 

“The Church exists for nothing else but to draw people into Christ, to make them 
little Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, 
sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time. God became Man for no 
other purpose.”    
CS Lewis
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