
Small Group Discussion Guide  — July 17, 2022 

• Series: Church Alive - The Book of Acts 
• Sermon: Every Nation Under Heaven 
• Scripture: Acts 2: 1-11 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
Our primary work as Christians is to witness for Christ. While David listed serious 
mistakes that we’re prone to making when doing this work, he also described a 
way of being, if you will, that is organic, relational, and natural when we tell 
others about Jesus. Over the week, how aligned were you with ‘what you believe’ 
and ‘how you live’? What impact, if any, do you feel this had on others, 
particularly non-believers?               

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. What is the most unforgettable event you have ever been a part of?  

ENGAGE 
Read Acts 2:1-11 
1. What does Pentecost mean, literally? What does it signify?  
2. What does both the ‘sound like the blowing of a violent wind’, and ‘the 

tongues of fire’ represent in v2-3?  
3. What do you imagine the disciples felt as they sat together, experiencing 

this wind and fire, and suddenly being moved by the Holy Spirit to speak in 
other languages?  

4. What would it have been like for the Jews to witness Galileans speaking in 
their native languages, and what was their message?  

APPLY 
1. Before hearing this sermon, what has been your experience of and 

exposure to the Holy Spirit? If you grew up in church, was the Holy Spirit 
talked about much? How did the teaching match up with what you’ve 
learned from scripture? 

2. The Holy Spirit doesn’t always manifest itself in such obvious and 
sensational ways. Sometimes, oftentimes, it’s subtle and simple. When (and 
where) have you seen evidence of the Holy Spirit’s power in your life?  

3. David emphasizes that the most substantive expression of the spirit at 
Pentecost is about the Holy Spirit empowering the believers to take the 
gospel to the nations. Basically, the Holy Spirit is given for the power of 



witnessing. How does this change or challenge the way you think about the 
Holy Spirit? 

PRAYER 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for today. We are grateful for this moment in 
time together, that we may join as brothers and sisters growing our faith in one 
another while also strengthening our faith in you. Thank you for making us 
sinners holy. You sent Jesus, your only son, and it is from Him, dear Father, that 
the Gospel spread across the world and to us today. How glorious you are?! May 
we, children of God, stay present and open to the workings of the Holy Spirit in 
and around us as we move through our days. May we align how we live our lives 
with who resides in our heart, and share the Gospel with others as we actively 
join in growing your kingdom. Help us to be conduits, rather than cul-de-sacs, 
allowing the Holy Spirit to work through us and bring the world closer to you. We 
love you. Amen. 

GOING DEEPER 
1. Is there a place in your life where you think or know the Holy Spirit has 

been pushing, prompting, or motivating you to act on something? If so, 
how does it relate to your mission to be a witness to Christ?  

2. The Holy Spirit is among us when we worship together. Consider playing 
this song “Your Glory,” by All Sons and Daughters, at the end of your group 
time. 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
John 3:6-8 
Psalm 96:2-4 
Matthew 9:37-38 
Matthew 24:14 
Revelation 7:9 

QUOTES 
So the first job is to define our target customers. This definition will affect 
everything: the designing of our product and its features, the choice of our 
distribution outlets, the crafting of our messages, the choice of our media, and 
the setting of our prices.   Peter Drucker 

People of faith live in a far larger reality than people without faith. "God so loved 
the world." We often betray this reality. We huddle and retreat. We ignore and 
even despise outsiders. We collect a few friends who look alike and think alike. 
We reject any suggestion that we transcend comforts and securities.  People who 
participate in the community of faith find themselves in a company of men and 
women who have a passion for crossing boundaries--linguistic, racial, geographic, 
cultural--in order to demonstrate that there is no spot on earth and no person on 
earth that is not included in the divine plan.   Eugene Peterson 

https://music.apple.com/us/album/your-glory-nothing-but-the-blood-live/626544723?i=626545592
https://music.apple.com/us/album/your-glory-nothing-but-the-blood-live/626544723?i=626545592
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