
Small Group Discussion Guide  — July 31, 2022 

• Series: Church Alive - The Book of Acts 
• Sermon: Witnesses of These Things 
• Scripture: Acts 5: 17-42 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
Kyle talked about the pain we experience when we are not aligned with Christ, 
versus the peace we feel when we are aligned with the Cornerstone. Did you 
notice any areas of your life this week that need realignment to Christ?              

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. In preparation for Sunday’s message, Dan shared a funny clip from The 

Office with some of the staff.  As a lighthearted way to get started, watch 
this YouTube clip (timestamp 2:14- 2:53) together and share your thoughts 
as it pertains to being a witness.  Does an experience in your own life come 
to mind after watching this clip?  

ENGAGE 
Read Acts 5:17-42 
1. In v. 19-20, an angel opened the doors of the prison and freed the apostles, 

instructing them to “go, stand, and tell.” These men had already met 
persecution and been thrown in jail. How do you think they felt receiving 
this charge to return to the temple and continue sharing the gospel? What 
do you think the conversation among these men might have been like in 
the moments immediately following the visit from the angel?  

2. Read verses 22-24. A jail is typically a pretty secure place, designed with 
the sole purpose of keeping a person in. When the servants/police arrived, 
found the jail securely locked and the guards standing watch, yet did not 
find the apostles inside, what feelings might have come up for these men? 
If previously camping in the space of unbelief, how do you think this 
experience sparked their curiosity towards the apostles and ultimately 
towards Christ?  

3. In verses 29-32, Peter and the apostles spoke with such boldness in the 
face of hostility. What was it that provoked them to exclaim these things 
with assuredness and authority?  

4. Verse 41 says they (the apostles) rejoiced because they were counted 
worthy to be treated shamefully on behalf of the Name (Jesus).  Few of us 
enjoy punishment and shame, therefore one can assume these men were 
undeniably enamored with Jesus after being in his presence and personally 

https://youtu.be/w96z1BQbWUA?t=134


receiving his instruction to go and share.  They were willing to stand up for 
Christ regardless of what happened in response. Imagine yourself in their 
shoes. What might you have been feeling in the face of opposition and how 
might you have acted in response? 

APPLY 
1. Being a witness, in the definitive term, is not difficult.  A witness is defined 

as “a person who sees an event, typically a crime or accident, take place.” It 
is when we are asked to share our witness that the waters can get 
muddied.  Some witnesses are swayed by threats or bribes while some are 
not and confidently share the truth.  That said, what kind of witnesses were 
the apostles and the early Church? What kind of witness are you? How 
often do you share with others what you’ve experienced with Jesus? Why 
or why not? 

2. Peter and the apostles were put on trial multiple times, which on many 
levels felt like opposition/persecution. But how did these interactions end? 
What roles can opposition and persecution play in the expansion of the 
kingdom, then and now?  

3. If given an opportunity to be a witness to what God has done and who he 
is, what would you say? What is it we’ve personally observed or 
experienced of God? 

PRAYER 
Dear Heavenly Father, we are so grateful to be together today. Thank you for 
giving us your Word so we can learn and try to emulate the responses of your 
earliest followers.  We pray for bold faith, just as the apostles demonstrated. Help 
us stay attune to your presence in our lives and give us courage to be your 
witnesses. We are humbly grateful to be found worthy of this calling and pray for 
confidence to share who you are with those around us. Help us continue to seek 
your will and listen for your nudge. We love you and thank you. Amen. 

GOING DEEPER 
Set aside time each day this week to pray specifically that the Holy Spirit would 
give you boldness to share what you know about Christ to those around you, 
both in your words and your deeds, and to do so with the right blend of grace 
and truth. 
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