
Small Group Discussion Guide  — August 28, 2022


• Series: Church Alive - The Book of Acts 
• Sermon: “In Essentials, Unity” 
• Scripture: Acts 15 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
What was your experience this past week on hearing from God as you prayed?  
                
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. What was the most memorable road trip or family vacation of your life? What 

made it so?  

ENGAGE 
1. Read Acts 15: 1-2. What were the new leaders teaching to the new believers in 

the Antioch church?  
2. Read verses 7-11. How did Peter’s teaching differ from those in Antioch? What 

are some important distinctions of the Gospel does Peter mention, 
differentiating it from the Old Testament law?  

3. Read versus 22-31.  
• How important was it that the decision on how to respond to the Antioch 

problem came from not only the apostles and elders but also from the 
entire church? What might this teach us about debate and discussion in the 
church?  

• What essential foundational truth of the Gospel did the circumcision of new 
Gentile believers violate (see verse 5)? How might the spreading of the 
Gospel have turned out differently had this new requirement for Gentiles 
prevailed? 

• What was the tone of the message the believers in Jerusalem sent to the 
young Church in Antioch? In summary, what was their message? 

APPLY 
1. What sorts of things make it difficult to be unified with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ at church? Do you find it difficult to worship and maintain 
fellowship with people who come from different socioeconomic backgrounds? 
Political affiliations and beliefs? Worship styles? Why do you think that human 
beings are so inclined towards disagreement and division?  

2. Wes spoke about “yielding in community” as a way to overcome division and 
disunity. How would this work in your own life? What would “yielding” require 
of you? Can you think of a specific area in which you need to yield?  



PRAYER 
Father, we thank you for your unlimited mercy and grace towards us and for the 
free gift of salvation. Help us by the power of the Holy Spirit to extend that same 
grace and mercy to others, especially our brothers and sisters within the Church. 
Help us to place our love and devotion to Jesus Christ above all other concerns 
as we attempt to execute the mission of your Kingdom on Earth. Amen 

GOING DEEPER 
One quick look at our current environment and daily news tells us how terribly 
the world is fractured and sharply divided over issues and values. Our world, 
nation, state, county, and community needs the Church to be united. Scripture 
says they world will know we are Christians by our love (John 13: 35), so our unity 
together is important to our witness. This week, read Our Beliefs so you can be 
clear on what we consider the “essentials” of our faith, and where we must seek 
unity. Consider how conflicts and disunity might be minimized if we all extended 
grace to each other in any matter that does not involve these seven core 
principles. 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
Genesis 2: 24-25 
Genesis 3: 1 
Romans 16:13 

Mark 12:31 
1 Corinthians 1: 10 
Psalm 133 

John 13: 34-35 
John 16: 13 

QUOTES 
“Whatever disunites man from God, also disunites man from man.”  
Edmund Burke 

“Disunity comes because of the absence of God, and the absence of God will 
always be with the loss of Truth.”  
Dr Tony Evans 

“I have never yet known the Spirit of God to work where the Lord's people were 
divided.”  
Dwight L. Moody 

https://www.hopechurchrva.com/learnabouthope/
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