
Small Group Discussion Guide  — August 7, 2022 

• Series: Church Alive - The Book of Acts 
• Sermon: Move Out!  
• Scripture: Act 8:1-8 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
When we live authentically by aligning our words and actions and allowing others 
to see the work God is doing in us, it’s an opportunity for the Lord to receive 
much glory.  Throughout the week, were you able to boldly and authentically 
witness to someone through words, deeds, or actions? 
                
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. If you had to be stuck at a particular age, what age would that be?  

ENGAGE 
Read Acts 8:1-8 
1. Who’s killing did Saul approve of, and what was the result?  
2. Who left and who stayed in Jerusalem? Of those who left, what did they do 

as they scattered throughout Judea and Samaria? 
3. What is happening to the church, and what is significant about the way it’s 

being described?  
4. Philip went to Samaria and proclaimed the good news about the kingdom 

of God and Jesus Christ. How did the crowds respond, and what were the 
results?  

APPLY 
1. Oftentimes, God uses the unexpected, the unwelcomed, and the hardships 

to advance His mission. We see all throughout the Bible that He used 
persecution to grow the church. Has there been a time when you’ve seen 
God use the difficult circumstances of your life for His glory? If so, what did 
it look like, and how did it impact your relationship with Him? 

2. In the aforementioned case, or perhaps another time in your life, were you 
able to see upheaval in your life as an opportunity to grow, most 
specifically to expand the gospel and grow the kingdom of God?  

3. We may face times in life where we resist the path God is calling us 
towards.  God often has a bigger picture and purpose in mind for us than 
we are able to imagine. Where might He be calling you but you’re saying 
‘no’ or ‘not right now’?  What would help you to say ‘yes’?  



PRAYER 
Dear Heavenly Father, how great You are that even in the hardships and struggles 
of our lives there is purpose; that in the midst of our uncertainty, You have a plan. 
May we feel peace in the certainty of your love for us, and may we stay open and 
willing to answer ‘yes’ in order to expand the gospel and grow your kingdom.  

GOING DEEPER 
As we are called to spread the gospel, focus some of your prayer time asking 
God, “What is it He would like you to do?” “Where is it He would have you go?” 
Then, take that first step to say ‘yes.’  God often meets us when we posture with a 
willing heart. 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
Isaiah 49:6 
Acts 5:38-39 
Acts 5:40-42   
1 Timothy 2:3-6 

QUOTES 
Rather than an event, a building, or an institution, the New Testament calls the 
church to be a community living in communion with God and one another for the 
sake of the world.   
Skye Jethani 
  
Indeed, it is said that more Christians have died as martyrs in the twentieth 
century than in all history prior to 1900. The Western church today lives in a 
bubble of historical illusion about the meaning of discipleship and the gospel.  
Dallas Willard
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