
Small Group Discussion Guide  — August 21, 2022 

• Series: Church Alive - The Book of Acts 
• Sermon: Jailbreak 
• Scripture: Acts 12:1-19 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
In fostering our resolve and purpose of heart for perseveringly pursuing Jesus, 
David highlighted 5 areas that make up our “growth pentagon” - prayer, 
intentional Christ-centered relationships, scripture, worship (private and 
corporate), and mission. Over this past week, in which area(s) did you take steps 
to deepen your relationship and walk with Christ?           

CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. Who has been the most surprising person to ever show up at your door? 

ENGAGE 
Read Acts 12:1-19
1. Why would King Herod’s arrest of James and then Peter please the Jews? 

Why was the response of the Jews important to King Herod? 
2. While Peter was in prison, what was the church doing?  What do you think 

this looked like? 
3. How do you think Peter felt when the angel appeared to him and instructed 

him to break free?   
4. Why were the believers gathered at the house of Mary surprised to hear that 

Peter was at the door? What do you think your reaction would have been?  

APPLY 
1. In this passage, collective prayer is clearly depicted as a primary work of the 

church and an agent for change.  When was the last time you engaged in 
prayer with a group and felt/saw movement in response to it, also described 
as an answer to prayer? 

2. At times, it can feel as though God is unresponsive to our prayers. How do 
you usually feel when it doesn’t seem like God is listening? How do you 
reconcile these feelings to enhance rather than discourage your relationship 
with Christ? 

3. In 2 Cor 9, God emphasizes to Paul “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness”.  How does this promise shift your 
attitude towards our interpretation of God’s silence? Why do you think God 
sometimes allows the struggles and the hardships? 



4. Dan shared several accounts of God’s actions being directly connected to 
the prayers of his people.  What do these show us about God’s heart, His will 
and His abilities?  How do these accounts exemplify what our role and 
response can be? 

PRAYER 
Dear Father, We are so grateful that we can approach you with confidence 
knowing you hear us and that you desire for us to bring you our seeking hearts.  
Thank you for your attention and care to our prayers.  We have seen you move in 
response to our prayers and bring about changes incomprehensible to our 
human understanding.  Help us use history as a lens to thereby pray boldly for 
the future.  Please help align our hearts and prayers with your desires.  We love 
you.  Amen. 

GOING DEEPER 
Dan shared that prayer is our means of communicating and expressing ourselves 
to God while also anticipating a response back; that the ultimate goal of prayer is 
to achieve alignment with the heart of God. During your prayer time this week, 
allow intentional space to actively listen for God’s response. Just as listening to 
your group members has helped you learn more about them, listening for God’s 
voice will allow you to learn more about Him.  

Will you allow yourself to be transformed and shaped by the work of prayer? 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
Micah 6:8 
Isaiah 55:8-9 

QUOTATIONS 
“The point of prayer is not to get answers from God, but to have perfect and 
complete oneness with Him” - Oswald Chambers 

“Prayer does not fit us for the greater work, prayer is the greater work” - Oswald 
Chambers 
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