
Small Group Discussion Guide  — September 4, 2022


• Series: Church Alive - The Book of Acts 
• Sermon: “In Him We Live" 
• Scripture: Acts 17: 16-28a (NIV) 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
How did focusing on the Essentials this week help you love others more and find 
unity among other believers?   
                
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. What was your favorite game to play as a child? Why did you like it?  

ENGAGE 
1. Read Acts 17: 16-21. 

• What emotion did Paul feel when he saw the idols in Athens? What does 
this tell you about Paul’s heart towards the people there?  

• How alert are you to the idols that permeate our culture? How does your 
reaction to noticing idols compare to Paul’s? 

• Even though the scripture doesn’t explicitly say it, what might you assume 
about Paul’s demeanor and attitude, given that the philosophers 
approached him and asked him to explain what he was teaching?  

2. Read versus 22-28a. 
• How does Paul use their own culture and ideas to help them see the 

shortcomings of their beliefs?  
• What do you make of the fact that he doesn’t quote scripture here?  
• What characteristics of God does Paul emphasize to them?  

APPLY 
1. Looking back on your life, what experiences have you had that show God is 

not far from you? What happened, what did you do, and how did God show 
up? Have there also been times when God definitely felt far away? Why? How 
do you reconcile that with this scripture teaching? What daily practices can 
help remind you of God’s nearness to you?  

2. Read verse 27 aloud again. What are some practical ways people (and you, 
specifically) can reach out for God? What might that look like?  

3. What does it mean that, in Christ, you live and move and have your being (v. 
28)? How is this different from simply professing a belief in God and trying to 
live a good life? How can you move more towards this existence in Christ, and 
what difference might it make?  



PRAYER 
Father, we aren’t really any different from people throughout history, who tend to 
cast our devotion and hope onto worthless idols. Open our eyes to our own 
idolatry, and may we turn back to you, the true God and lover of our souls. May 
we see those around us with eyes of compassion and a desire for them to know 
you and the life you bring. Thank you that you are not far from any of us. May we 
live in the knowledge of that beautiful truth each day. Amen 

GOING DEEPER 
1. Whom do you know that has very little, if any, knowledge of Christ and the 

Gospel? Given Paul’s example of speaking to them in a way they can 
understand, how can you share the Gospel with them, maybe without sharing 
Bible verses? Pray this week for that person and ask God to show you how to 
share “the hope that is within you” (1 Peter 3: 15) with this person.  

2. Read the 2nd quote by Craig Barnes below. Pete identified 4 possible 
“pawns” of life (seemingly small pieces that can make a big difference) that 
can remind us that God is not far from us. Consider these this week:  
• Pray for an ordinary meal. Recognize the people around you and realize that 

Jesus is there, too.   
• Look up in a world that keeps our head down. You might notice the 

sunshine and the beauty of the clouds moving across the sky. This is a 
reminder that God smiles over us.  

• Try to simply slow down in this fast-paced life. Notice unhurried love. We are 
rooted in the eternal things of God. His love is the only love that lasts.  

• Remember that we are not perfect, and we don’t have to pretend to be so. 
This is good news! The cross is a reminder to us in our suffering and 
shadows that God is not far from us.  

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
Matthew 24: 12 Psalm 103: 13-18 

QUOTES 
“God is always present but not usually apparent. It takes a poet to find that 
presence beneath the layers of strategy for coping with the feeling of God’s 
absence.” 
Craig Barnes 

“We are not winning the chess game of life. If there is a gospel for us, it is going 
to have to sweep up all the pieces of life, especially the small pawns into a far 
more dramatic adventure.” 
Craig Barnes
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