
Small Group Discussion Guide  — October 23, 2022


• Special Celebration: HOPE 25 
• Scripture: Isaiah 61: 3, Matthew 16: 15-18 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
How did you seek Shabbat Shalom for your soul this past week? What did true 
rest look like for you?  
                
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. Where were you 25 years ago? What were you doing? Where were you in your 

faith?  

ENGAGE 
1. Read Isaiah 61: 3 

• What do you know about oak trees? What do you think God means by 
saying  we’ll be called “oaks of righteousness”? What might be the 
significance in “oaks” being plural? 

• According to this verse, what is our purpose? What do you think, “the 
display of his splendor” means?  

2. Read Matthew 16: 15-18.  
• What is the rock on which the Church is built?  
• Why do you think Jesus wanted the disciples to answer this question on 

their own? 
• Imagine you are Peter in this passage. How would it make you feel to hear 

Jesus speak your name in this way? Why do you think Jesus did that? What 
might it mean for you? 

APPLY 
1. The two Bible passages from this week have been core scriptures for HOPE 

since our inception. What truths do these scriptures speak to you? How can 
you live more fully into the “oaks of righteousness” description, and the 
declaration that Christ is the Lord of all?  

2. Jesus asks each one of us, “Who do you say I am?” He wants us to answer this 
supremely important question because He loves each one of us so much. 
When we discover who Jesus really is, it brings us life, and it helps us see 
ourselves as we really are — who He created us to be and the grace, hope, 
forgiveness, identity, and life we can only find in Him. Who is Jesus to you? 
What has this truth revealed to you about yourself?  



PRAYER 
Dear Father, you planted HOPE 25 years ago, and many people have found true 
hope through Your work in this place. Thank you for making us a spiritual family, 
where we can love each other, and love and follow you together. Thank you for 
your faithfulness over the years, and may we look expectantly to the future, 
knowing your faithfulness is steadfast and your goodness will lead us forward. 
Give us wisdom for the road ahead, and thank you for the life we have found in 
you. May we be a conduit of your love, so that more people may know and walk 
with you. Amen.  

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
1 Timothy 2: 3-4 

QUOTES 
“Two sturdy oaks I mean, which side by side 
Withstand the winter’s storm, 
And, spite of wind and tide, 
Grow up the meadow’s pride, 
For both are strong. 
  
Above they barely touch, but, undermined 
Down to their deepest source, 
Admiring you shall find 
Their roots are intertwined Insep’rably.” 
Henry David Thoreau 

“The Church exists for mission as a fire exists for burning.” 
John Stott 
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