
Small Group Discussion Guide  — December 4, 2022 

• Series: The Surprise of Christmas 
• Sermon: Manger 
• Scripture: Luke 2: 6-12 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK 
Where have you seen God in the “humble Bethlehems” of your life this week? 
Where have you noticed His goodness and grace in unexpected, unassuming 
places?  
                
CONNECT 
1. What stood out to you from this past week’s service, and why? 
2. What Christmas or birthday gift have you received that surprised you the 

most?   

ENGAGE 
1. Read Luke 2: 6-7. What was the significance of Mary placing the infant Jesus 

in a manger wrapped in cloths? Why do you think God chose such a lowly 
cave as the place to introduce the world to his Son? 

2. Read Luke 2: 8-9. Why do you think God choose to reveal the glory of the 
heavenly host of angels to a group of lowly shepherds? What does this say 
about God’s character and heart?  

3. Read Luke 2: 10-12. What three titles did the angel of the Lord give to Jesus in 
verse 11? Which of these  titles means the most to you in your faith walk today, 
and why? 

APPLY 
1. In this passage God uses surprising people in surprising ways. Has there 

ever been a time in your life when God used you to work his will without you 
being aware of it until sometime later? If so, share with the group. 

2. God’s heart seems always inclined towards the “least of these.” The Old 
Testament says that God “resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
In what ways does the story of the birth of Jesus prove this truth? How have 
you seen God reward humility with grace in your life?  

3. David revealed many truths about the Christmas story that may have been 
different from the way we’ve heard it all our lives. Which ones were most 
surprising to you? In what ways does Jesus surprise us today? Why might 
God’s surprising nature be an important thing to ponder?  



PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that your heart is still inclined toward the meek 
and lowly of heart. We thank you that you love us despite our flaws and 
weaknesses and that you are our ever present hope in times of trouble. During 
this season of celebrating Jesus’ birth, incline our hearts towards those around us 
who need you. Use us, perhaps in surprising ways, to advance your kingdom here 
on earth until you come again. Amen. 

QUOTATIONS 
“Even when God seems hidden, his power is operative whether we recognize it or 
not. It is from heaven that the Son of God comes incognito, having emptied 
himself of his eternal glory. Jesus brought the reign of heaven to earth, but in a 
guise so humble and lowly that it knocked the established powers entirely off 
balance.” 
Fleming Rutledge 

"Here is the old king in Rome, turning sixty in the year Jesus was born: he 
represents perhaps the best that pagan kingdoms can do. At least he knows that 
peace and stability are good things; unfortunately he has had to kill a lot of 
people to bring them about. Here, by contrast, is the young king in Bethlehem, 
born with a price on his head. He represents the dangerous alternative, the 
possibility of a different empire, a different power, a different glory, a different 
peace. The two systems stand over against one another. Augustus' empire is like 
a well-lit room at night. The lamps are arranged beautifully; they shed pretty 
patterns; but they haven't defeated the darkness outside. Jesus' kingdom is like 
the morning star rising, signaling that it's time to blow out the candles, to throw 
open the curtains, and to welcome the new day that is dawning.” 
NT Wright 

“While pride is the father of hate and dissension, humility is the mother of love 
and unity. Without humility, we become thoroughly disagreeable and demanding 
characters.”    
Gary Thomas 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE 
John 6:32-35  
Deuteronomy 8:3 
John 1:29 


