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1. READ Mark 2:13-14. Jesus, teaching by the sea, sees Levi in his tax 
collecting booth and calls Levi to follow him. Levi was near the sea to 
collect tax on fishing. He had a completely different lifestyle and way 
of life than the men Jesus first called. What does this show us about 
the kingdom of God? What do you think Levi thought when he was 
called? 

2. READ Mark 2:15. Who did Jesus and his disciples socialize with? 
Who was eating with them? Under Jewish custom, spending time 
with a sinner would make you one as well. What was happening here? 
Much like when Jesus touched the leper in the last lesson, how do 
you think these outcasts responded to Jesus’ welcome? 



3. READ Mark 2:16-17. This is a classic Pharisee passage. They could 
not believe that he was eating with tax collectors and sinners. In what 
way do you find your heart echoing those same judgments? Is there 
anyone that you just can’t believe that other Christians would spend 
time with? 

4. READ Mark 2:18-28. The Pharisees keep questioning Jesus’ 
motives and actions. They are so focused on the Law that they miss 
the greater message of God’s word. Jesus uses Scripture to explain 
the truth to them. Have you ever been so caught up following the 
rules that you forget why you are following them? Have you ever 
forgotten that behind the sin is a person? What is one area in life that 
you find yourself judgmental? 

5. PRAY. Reading about the clashes between Jesus and the 
Pharisees can hit our hearts in different ways. Remembering that you 
are covered by His grace, what do you need tell him about those 
thoughts? Write a prayer, talking to Him about the sinners reclining 
at the table and the Pharisees questioning His actions. Tell Him 
which one you feel like you are more aligned with in this season. 
Thank Him for how He’s loved you and for spending this time with 
you.


