
 
 

 Scripture- Lesson 1 
 SCRIPTURE IS AN ENCOUNTER WITH GOD’S LOVE 
 Reflection 

                  
Gather in a place where everyone can hear well.  
 
Everyone’s job is to stop doing. Rather than thinking about how you will 
participate or what you might accomplish during this time, simply make yourself 
available. In Scripture we encounter God’s love. We are asking him to meet us 
with his love in the word tonight.  
 

• Someone in the group reads Luke 7:36–50 aloud, slowly. Everyone else 
listens with a posture of receiving a gift.  

 
Luke 7:36–50 
[36] One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. [37] And behold, a woman of the city, 
who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the 
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, [38] and standing 
behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and 
wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with 
the ointment. [39] Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said 
to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort 
of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” [40] And Jesus 
answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he 
answered, “Say it, Teacher.” [41] “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One 
owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. [42] When they could not pay, he 
cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” [43] Simon 
answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he 
said to him, “You have judged rightly.” [44] Then turning toward the woman he 
said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no 
water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. [45] You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to 
kiss my feet. [46] You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my 
feet with ointment. [47] Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” [48] And 
he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” [49] Then those who were at table with 
him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” [50] 
And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
 
 



 
 

• Allow 30 seconds of shared silence.  
 

• Another person in the group reads the passage aloud, slowly. As you listen this 
time, let a word or phrase grab hold of you or get your attention. You don’t need 
to know or understand why. In fact, try not to think about it. Just let the word or 
phrase connect with you. The word is active and you are the recipient.  

 
• Allow 1 minute of shared silence. Dwell upon the word/phrase. After the 1 

minute, everyone shares their word/phrase without commenting on it and 
without comments from others. Simply listen. If you are uncomfortable sharing, 
you may simply say, “Pass.”  

 
• Another person in the group reads the passage aloud, slowly. During this 

hearing and in the 1 minute of silence following, consider how God might be 
speaking to you in his love. What is happening to you, especially through the 
word/phrase you’ve landed on? What experience are you having, given 
where/how/who you are? How is God touching your life/impacting you? In two 
or three sentences, everyone shares without comment from others.  

 
• Each member of the group may share in 2-3 sentences (again without 

comment) what they have sensed from the word during this time. (Remember as 
all of this is shared, the listeners are open-hearted realizing that this is God 
actually communicating himself in the here-and-now to the community). Again, 
you may “pass,” if you are not comfortable sharing.  

 
• Another person in the group reads the passage aloud, slowly. As the text is read 

this time and in the one minute of silence afterwards, you open yourself and 
make yourself vulnerable to a possible invitation from God being extended to 
you through the text. Are you being invited to change your life in any way(s), live 
differently? Being invited to see something in your life—perhaps even 
yourself—differently? Being invited to inhabit a relationship differently? Being 
invited to forgive, not judge, accept God’s forgiveness, etc.? After the one min 
of silence, everyone shares in two or three sentences (without comment from 
others) if they have sensed any kind of invitation from God.  

 
               As you depart, you do not leave this word in the group to die but take it with  
               you. God wants to accomplish a purpose in you.  

 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven  

and do not return there but water the earth,  
making it bring forth and sprout,  

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;  

it shall not return to me empty,  
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,  

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.   (Isaiah 55:10–11) 


