Annual Report
Fall 2021

Dear Friends,
Sunday is always the highlight of my week.
Encountering your energy, your life, your love is
always—for me—a reminder of God’s commitment,
of His promise that the Holy Spirit is indeed here
with us, acting through us. Never doubt for a moment
that God is doing something special in our parish! As
we emerge from a year like none other, we have an
opportunity to reflect on our blessings and recommit
to our mission of helping people along the path to a
better life through Jesus Christ.
Ascension Parish has a role in our community in the
way that matters the most—bringing the presence
and love of Jesus Christ to those who desperately need
it. In fact, I would say that we in our parish are called
to be a source of renewal for our community as our
friends and neighbors emerge from this challenging
time.
Our parish will continue to grow in ministry through
which we reach our community members in their
most basic, everyday needs for connection, support,
and companionship. We will invest in each of you
with our focus on small groups, helping one another
to grow in faith and life. Each Sunday, we are building
a culture where everyone feels at home and confident
to take their next step in discipleship.
This letter and annual report will help all to better
understand our parish and what we must do to
achieve our vision. In the coming weeks, I will ask

you to consider your annual commitment to our parish,
prayerfully planning your giving in order for our parish to
develop the optimal implementation of our vision to serve.
Please note, there will be no Grand Annual Collection this
year. My hope is that you will consider your entire financial
commitment to our parish for the year and wrap that into
a pledge that can be fulfilled primarily through online
giving, or whatever way you choose to give. This request is
not for more money, but more intentionality. Some will be
able to increase, others may not. I simply ask that you join
us in this process.
As you reflect on your giving, it will help you to pray about
what our parish and your faith mean to you. This exercise
in financial stewardship is itself a form of worship, an
expression and examination of your faith life. I believe that
it will bear great fruit for you and our community.
You will hear about this new perspective on stewardship
in the coming weeks, including through two Stewardship
Gatherings in early November.
I look forward to this exciting period for our Ascension
family and thank you for your prayers and support.

Fr. Gerald Souza
Pastor

Our Mission

To help people along the path to a better life
through Jesus Christ.

Our Message

We explore a single theme over the course of
multiple weekends, tying the Good News of
the Gospel to what’s happening in our world,
our culture, and our community. This helps
our community to be invested in the process of
learning and growing through the Gospel.
Saint Augustine advised us to meet and engage
people where they are in order to move them to
where God wants them to be.

Our Strength

Over the last couple of years, our churches have
come together to reach thousands of people, in
person and remotely. It is a privilege to bring the
Good News of the Gospel to so many.

Our One-Parish Family

Our two churches and the geographical area of
Maynard and Sudbury have become one new
parish. Under the leadership of Father Gerald,
one staff, one set of finances and assets unify our
mission to serve the parish and community.

Our Hope

Our churches united as one parish leverage our
resources for an engaging and consistent weekend
experience at both churches. We are focused on
ministries and high quality faith formation that
share the Gospel message with one and all.

Our Vision

To be a growing community of faith where everyone
feels at home.

Your Faith
Journey
You were created on
purpose, with a purpose
and for a purpose.
Wherever you are in life,
you will always have a
next step.
Much like our physical
health, our spiritual health
needs to be holistic: mind,
heart, and actions. While
each discipleship path is
different, there are key
elements.

Serve.

We have been given unique gifts and talents
by God. Using our gifts to serve in ministry
creates environments for others to experience
God’s presence in our parish family and in our
extended community.

Tithe.

We seek to honor God in all areas of life, and
this includes our finances. As stewards, not
owners of the resources God has given us, we
are called to sacrificial giving, which means
progressively giving a percentage of our income to the local parish and to the poor.

Engage.

We believe faith grows in a circle. In Small
Groups, we grow in fellowship and relationship with one another and with God, and
in ways we cannot grow on our own. Small
Groups are where our big church gets small.

Practice.

We know God wants us to live lives of integrity and virtue that stem from our personal
relationship with Christ. We strive to deepen
our prayer life, turn to scripture, and receive
God’s grace through the Sacraments.

Share.

As followers of Christ, we are called to build
His kingdom. When we share our faith with
others, we seed hope, spread love, and experience our own spiritual growth. Our parish
exists to help all our members take their next
step on the path to a better life.

Sharing Our Treasure
Stewardship of our gifts and blessings.

This year, we are asking all parishioners to participate in making a commitment of their annual
support of Ascension Parish.

With your financial support, our parish will:

What does this mean?

small group offerings, hiring a staff member to coordinate, so that everyone can develop
a relationship with Jesus in a comfortable setting.

By prayerfully pledging your support for the year, it helps our team plan for the optimal
vibrancy of the parish.
An offertory commitment is a non-binding “pledge” of your support to your parish through the
offertory for the next year. It is not a request for a large financial gift at this time. You can make
a commitment to the total amount you hope to give for the coming year, and choose to give that
weekly, monthly, quarterly, etc.
Calculating the total amount you hope to give to your parish this year helps you to plan for your
consistent support of the parish, and helps the parish to plan for the optimal vibrancy of its
mission and ministries.
When people consider their support annually, they are better able to prioritize their parish
relative to its meaning for them. This intentional process causes us to reflect on God’s blessings,
thus becoming a spiritual exercise.

Increase
Invest

in hospitality and guest services, supporting those who step forward to welcome all to
our parish family.

Streamline

our weekend experience, so that all will enjoy the fruit of our two-site parish and
fellowship.
This chart is to assist in your discernment of your annual support for the parish
relative to God’s blessing for you and your family.

• Online giving is a safe, secure, and flexible process for scheduled contributions.
Recurring gifts also enable a more reliable budget forecast. If you need assistance,
please call the parish office 978.443.2647.
• Electronic bill pay is encouraged. You can give to our parish using your online bank
account just as you do to pay bills or schedule automatic bank transfers. Your gifts
should be issued to Ascension Parish, 160 Concord Road, Sudbury, MA 01776.
• The parish has eliminated all second collections except for Clergy Retirement Trust,
Retired Religious Sisters, annual missionary appeal, and unusual circumstances such as
natural disasters. A percentage of the parish offertory will be reserved for other special
collections. The parish will not take second collections for maintenance or other parish
needs.
• There will no longer be a Grand Annual Collection.
• Special funds may be raised if there is a particular need, and members are always
welcome to make special gifts as they wish.

If you would like to plan a special gift, such as a bequest or gift of
stock, please contact Tony in the parish office: 978.443.2647

Planned.
Determine
what you
would like to
give annually.

Prioritized.
Make your
gift to God
a priority
within your
budget.

Percentage.
Identify a
percentage
to give.

Progressive.
Increase your
offering as
God blesses
you over
time.

Financials

At fiscal year end June 30, 2021, Ascension Parish cash balances were approximately $1,500,000.
Following is a recap of our Net Income, including all activities at the former Our Lady of Fatima
and Saint Bridget Parishes through October 31, as well as those of the newly formed Ascension
Parish from November 1 and forward:

Financial Report

Saint Bridget and Our Lady of Fatima came
together to form a new parish on November 1,
2020. At that time, all assets were aggregated
and revenue and expense began to be reported
under the combined entity, Ascension Parish.
This fiscal year presented many challenges
as a result of the pandemic, not the least of
which was a reduced level of offertory giving,
due to a temporary yet significant reduction
in attendance. However, in anticipation of
a post-pandemic surge of lifting restrictions,
worshipers returning to Mass and many
ministries being relaunched, we used this
time to shore-up our team. Over this past
year, Anthony Caruso joined us as Director of
Finance & Operations, Kayla Halper as Youth
Minister as well as Therese Agra and Cate
Cioni as Faith Formation Coordinators. We
continue to leverage all facets of our team’s
expertise to help fulfill our parish mission of
helping others along the path to a better life.
We have undertaken considerable study and
review of our facilities (on both campuses) as
well as Saint Bridget Cemetery to determine
levels of safety, maintenance and repair
needs, operating expenses and more. We are
committed to being good stewards of all
that has been given to us, and consistently
look for ways to use what we have (both
money and real estate) to create a better and
ever-improving worship experience for our
members.

*$395,698.11 – Proceeds from sale of land at Saint Bridget Campus
$ 92,000.00 – Proceeds of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan for Our Lady of Fatima Parish1
$ 32,500.00 – Proceeds of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan for Saint Bridget Parish2

1Loan was forgiven by the Small Business Administration and no repayment is required.
2Loan was forgiven by the Small Business Administration and no repayment is required.

The operating budget for this fiscal year (2022) is
depicted below:

Stephen Knightly, Finance Council Chair

Finance Council Members
Thomas Biggins
John Bresnahan
Pamela Ferguson
Robert Hudson
Mary Mullin

We need your assistance to maintain this level of investment in
Ascension Parish, and we thank you for prayerfully considering
your level of support for this coming year.

www.theascensionparish.com

