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We are pleased to share this year’s Annual Report with you. God 
is doing a lot at Ascension! In the following pages, you will read 
testimonies about the impact of our ministry, learn about some new 
initiatives, and see our financials. 

Your giving makes our ministry possible and furthers our mission to 
help people along the path to a better life through Jesus Christ. We are 
grateful to everyone who sees their financial giving as an act of worship 
and investment in our parish family. 

As a parish, our job is to help people experience the transformation 
Jesus offers. As individuals, our job is to continually take our next step 
in following Jesus to experience this transformation ourselves. When 
we live our faith, we become the love and presence of Jesus to everyone 
who needs it in our community and beyond.

God bless,

Father Gerald Souza
Pastor

Dear Friends,

“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
pleasing and perfect.”
-Romans 12:2



I am a parishioner of Ascension Parish who entered 
St. John’s Seminary for priestly formation this fall. 
Ascension has been instrumental in deepening my faith 
and helping me discern a call to the priesthood. The 
staff at Ascension is vibrant and in love with our Lord. 
Reflecting the energy and enthusiasm for sanctity of 
our Pastor, every staff member is on fire with the Holy 
Spirit, and it reflects in the work they do. I spent the 
last academic year as a small group leader for Middle 
School Faith Formation, and the people I met were a 
strong witness to the faith and drove me to be better 
by their example. Joining a Small Group this summer 
changed my life in a significant way. Taking that step to 
meet on Wednesday nights after work put me in touch 
with individuals who helped me see the Lord’s call in a 
clearer way and from a fresh perspective. Father Gerald’s 
availability, advice, prayers, and excitement about my 
potential vocation were crucial to entering the seminary 
this fall. He was always willing to speak with me and was 
the catalyst for my final decision to apply during a talk 
we had after Mass one Sunday. Ascension is an amazing 
parish with a bright future, and I cannot wait to return 
soon for Mass!

Becoming Catholic has helped me humbly and effectively react 
to developments in my family, local society, and the world. RCIA 
provided me with tools for prayer and small group-style sessions 
motivated me to pursue church community which is rich in 
conversation and fellowship. At Ascension, I’ve learned how Catholics 
live as the body of Christ. 

Parish leaders have made clear the honor that it is to go out into the 
world as ambassadors of the Catholic faith. I could not envision 
a better avenue to ready myself as a dedicated new member of the 
Catholic Church.

Participating in a Small Group has raised my level of engagement in 
my own personal spiritual journey. Engagement means having a voice.  
The Small Group is a place where I can freely discuss my faith journey 
in a caring, supportive environment. Engagement also means having 
personal connections. Through our weekly discussions, I have formed 
strong friendships with people who both educate and inspire me. And 
finally, engagement means commitment. Small Groups recalibrates my 
priorities and deepens my personal commitment to grow in faith.

Ryan
Henderson

Abigail
Wilson

Eamon
O’Malley

Parishioner 
Testimonies



I came to Ascension because our parish centers 
faith formation around families. We are called to 
be disciples as members of families and as part of 

a parish community, and we are called now, not 
someday when we’re older or wiser or less busy. 
I love working with a team that loves Jesus and 
is passionate about  bringing the whole family, 
from the littlest ones on up, into a relationship 

with Him and helping every member live out 
their call to holiness in daily life.

Staff Member Testimony:
Elinor Reilly

Serve.

Tithe.

Engage.

Practice.

Share.

We have been given unique gifts and talents by 
God. Using our gifts to serve in ministry creates 
environments for others to experience God’s 
presence in our parish family and in our extended 
community.

We seek to honor God in all areas of life, and this 
includes our finances. As stewards, not owners of 
the resources God has given us, we are called to 
sacrificial giving, which means progressively giving a 
percentage of our income to the local parish and to 
the poor.

We believe faith grows in a circle. In Small Groups, 
we grow in fellowship and relationship with one 
another and with God, and in ways we cannot grow 
on our own. Small Groups are where our big church 
gets small.

We know God wants us to live lives of integrity and 
virtue that stem from our personal relationship with 
Christ. We strive to deepen our prayer life, turn 
to Scripture, and receive God’s grace through the 
Sacraments.

As followers of Christ, we are called to build his 
kingdom. When we share our faith with others, 
we seed hope, spread love, and experience our own 
spiritual growth. Our parish exists to help all our 
neighbors take their next step on the path to a better 
life through Jesus Christ.



While we’re on the way to finding a better life through Jesus, we’re 
often faced with difficult situations. Perhaps family life becomes 
stressful, career plans fall through, or finances prove difficult to manage. 
Whatever the case may be, our Catholic faith boasts a wellspring of 
practical advice we can lean on to improve our lives. Along the Path is 
a series of talks and workshops throughout the year which will provide 
guidance to help you through some of life’s difficult situations.

Have your spiritual batteries run dry? Or perhaps you’re racing down 
your discipleship path at full speed but need a tune up? Jumpstart is a 
series designed to both charge your batteries and tune the engine that 
fuels your faith.

Jumpstart includes a meal, presentation, and small group discussion 
and is geared toward adults who might be new to church, are just 
coming back after a while, or are searching for the place of faith in their 
life. 

Our Catholic Tradition refers to the family as the “domestic church”—a holy place 
where parents serve as the “first preachers of the faith to their children” (Lumen 
Gentium, 11). Faith formation, then, doesn’t apply to children alone, but to the 
entire family!

Ascension ALIVE is a bold, family-centered faith formation program designed to 
serve the “domestic churches” of Maynard and Sudbury with three essential goals:

1) To equip families to know God through engaging catechesis.
2) To empower families to love God through vibrant liturgical worship and 
community gatherings.
3) To inspire families to serve God as joyful missionary disciples prepared to 
evangelize and charitably serve our parish, local communities, and the world at large.

The Ascension ALIVE program was designed with the contemporary family in 
mind. By leveraging a digital learning platform, catechetical lessons are available both 
online and at our newly-renovated faith formation classrooms.

Catechetical content comes alive at Sunday Mass, during monthly Family Sessions, 
and through periodic service opportunities, all of which help families along the path 
to a better life through Jesus Christ.

Faith Formation
We’ve expanded Faith Formation this year with 
exciting new programs!



Each year, we ask parishioners to make a faith commitment 
to the parish offertory for the coming year.

Faith commitments help you plan consistent giving and help our parish plan the 
ministries and operations that contribute to a vibrant community of faith.

When you consider your annual giving, it helps to reflect and ponder God’s blessings 
in your life.

After determining what you plan to give, you can then choose how to give. This could 
be through a weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annual gift made in a variety of ways:

• Online Giving: A safe, secure, and flexible giving solution. One-time or recurring 
gifts can be made through our giving portal at theascensionparish.com/give. If you 
need assistance, please contact the parish office. 
• Electronic Bill Pay: Use your online bank account just as you do to pay bills or 
schedule automatic bank transfers. Gifts should be issued to Ascension Parish, 160 
Concord Road, Sudbury, MA 01776.
• Offertory Boxes: Cash or checks can be dropped in the locked offertory boxes 
located by the doors of the church.

All second Collections have been eliminated except for those earmarked for the Clergy Retirement 
Trust, Retired Religious Sisters, Annual Missionary Appeal, and other ad hoc circumstances 
such as natural disasters. A percentage of the parish offertory will be reserved for other special 
collections and remitted accordingly. 

Sharing Our Treasure

Planned

Prioritized

Percentage

Progressive

Weekly
1% 2% 5% 10%

$25,000 $5 $10 $25 $50
$50,000 $10 $20 $50 $100
$100,000 $20 $40 $100 $200
$175,000 $35 $70 $200 $350
$250,000 $50 $100 $250 $500

The amounts listed above are intented to provide a snapshot of weekly giving and have been rounded for clarity. 

Annually
1% 2% 5% 10%

$25,000 $250 $500 $1,250 $2,500
$50,000 $500 $1,000 $2,500 $5,000
$100,000 $1,000 $2,000 $5,000 $10,000
$175,000 $1,750 $3,500 $8,750 $17,500
$250,000 $2,500 $5,000 $12,500 $25,000

Determine what you would like to give 
annually.

Make your gift to God a priority within your 
budget.

Identify a percentage to give.

Increase your offering as God blesses you 
over time.

This chart is to assist in your discernment of your 
annual support for the parish relative to God’s 

blessing for you and your family

One way to think about giving is to assess where you are 
in relation to the 4 P’s of giving and your ability to grow 

to the next P. 

Prayerfully consider, what is your next step?

Weekly
1% 2% 5% 10%

$25,000 $5 $10 $25 $50
$50,000 $10 $20 $50 $100
$100,000 $20 $40 $100 $200
$175,000 $35 $70 $200 $350
$250,000 $50 $100 $250 $500

The amounts listed above are intented to provide a snapshot of weekly giving and have been rounded for clarity. 

Annually
1% 2% 5% 10%

$25,000 $250 $500 $1,250 $2,500
$50,000 $500 $1,000 $2,500 $5,000
$100,000 $1,000 $2,000 $5,000 $10,000
$175,000 $1,750 $3,500 $8,750 $17,500
$250,000 $2,500 $5,000 $12,500 $25,000

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, 
you may share abundantly in every good work.”
-2 Corinthians 9:7-8



Dear Fellow Parishioners,

The past fiscal year (July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022) 
has been an exciting year at Ascension! 

Ministries came back to life, many parishioners 
returned to Mass in person, and new families 
joined the Ascension community. Last November, 
we eliminated the grand annual collection and 
embraced a new approach to stewardship and 
financial giving to our parish. We asked parishioners 
to see their giving as an act of worship and make 
a faith commitment to the parish offertory for 
the coming year in the form of a non-binding 
pledge. Nearly 200 Ascension families made faith 
commitments last year! The investment of so many 
parishioners furthers our mission to help people 
along the path to a better life through Jesus Christ.

While we have a long-term vision of uniting our 
parish at a new worship site, we continue to invest 
in our facilities to meet the needs of ministry today. 
On the Saint Bridget campus, we refreshed the 
church entrances with paint and lighting, resealed 
the front steps of the church, and made extensive 
repairs to the heating system. On the Our Lady of 
Fatima campus, we renovated the faith formation 
space to accommodate more students in Ascension 
ALIVE. We also retrofitted the parish office space 
to enhance the efficiency of our team. At both 
campuses, we improved our sound systems and 
installed new signage to identify us as Ascension 
Parish. Finally, we’re in the process of selling Saint 
Bridget School and Rectory so that resources 
presently needed for deferred maintenance and 
upkeep can be invested in areas that more directly 
impact our mission.

Financial Report Looking toward future investments to support 
our ministries, we’ve completed an Archdiocesan 
assessment of all our facilities to identify areas 
that both need attention and drain resources. At 
present, we are working on installing screens at Our 
Lady of Fatima to enhance our worship experience 
and are exploring different plans to better provide 
for the perpetual care of Saint Bridget Cemetery. 
Finally, a major goal for the coming year is to 
engage and equip more parishioners as volunteer 
ministers. These investments will help us build up 
the “living stones”—the people of the Church, as 
described in 1 Peter 2:5—of Maynard, Sudbury, 
and surrounding communities.

At fiscal year end June 30, 2022, Ascension Parish 
cash balances totaled approximately $1,200,000, 
reflecting the generosity of our parishioners and 
thoughtful management of our resources in 
previous years.

“For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.”
-Jeremiah 29:11



Following is a recap of our income and expenses for the year:

Based on the strength of our balance sheet, we pursued several financial undertakings 
that were not previously budgeted. Most notable were the following: 1) fully 
funded the deficit in our Pension Plan for both Saint Bridget and Our Lady of 
Fatima ($77,000); 2) renovated and retrofitted the faith formation classrooms and 
office spaces ($50,000); 3) upgraded audio and video capabilities at both churches 
($40,000); and 4) installed new signage at each location ($20,000).

Results for Financial Year 2022 Amount
Total Revenue and Other Support
Total Expenses
Operating Income (Loss)
Total Non-Operating Income
Total Non-Operating Expenses
Total Non-Operating Income (Loss)

Net Income (Loss)

$1,058,018
$1,327,471
($269,453)

$148,934
$107,267

$41,667

($227,786)

Shown below is the Parish Budget for Fiscal Year 2023:

The Ascension Finance Council is a consultative body that assists Father Gerald 
with the financial management and administration of our parish resources. We 
meet regularly to: 1) review and discuss the budget and management of income and 
expenditures; 2) review actual results compared to budgets; and 3) consider and 
consult on operating and capital requirements. As stewards of the resources entrusted 
to us, we consider this work a ministry.
Thank you for your investment in the future of our parish!
Respectfully Submitted,
Stephen Knightly, Outgoing Finance Council Chair
Thomas Biggins
John Bresnahan  
Pamela Ferguson
Robert Hudson
Mary Mullin

Revenue Source Amount
Offertory
Gifts & Bequests
Faith Formation
Sacramental Offerings
Catholic Appeal Rebate
Other Income

$785,000
$105,000

$91,000
$80,000
$70,000
$65,000

$32,000

Operating Income

Non-Operating Income

Total Income

$64,000

$1,292,000

$0

$1,292,000

Amount
$720,000
$298,000

$58,000
$32,000
$22,000
$15,000

$1,145,000

$147,000

$1,292,000

Salaries & Benefits
Utilities
Archdiocesan Tithe
Pastoral & Liturgical
Facilities & Maintenance
General Office
Insurance
Other Expenses

Operating Expenses

Non-Operating Expenses

Total Expenses

Expense Source



www.theascensionparish.com

We help people along the path to a 
better life through Jesus Christ.

“I came so that they might have life 
and have it more abundantly.”

-John 10:10


