
Discipling the Next Generation
How the family and the church are to establish faith in children
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The Primary FOCUS of Parenting









The primary focus of your parenting is 
that your child develops a



14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15

and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

English Standard Version



πιστόομαι (pistoō )

to make trustworthy, hence to establish:--

pis-to'-o

1) to make faithful, render trustworthy
1a) to make firm, establish

2) to be firmly persuaded of
2a) to be assured or convinced of



Helping them develop a GOD-ORIENTATION to 
replace the natural self-orientation

Teaching and instilling beliefs about how to live 
GOD’S WAYS (as revealed in the Bible)



Folly is bound up in 
the heart of a child;… 

English Standard Version

Stubborn 
determination 
to have one’s 

own way



Oh, that their hearts would be 
inclined to fear me and keep all 
my commands always, so that it 
might go well with them and their 
children forever!

English Standard Version



Oh, that their hearts would be 
inclined to fear me and keep all 
my commands always, so that it 
might go well with them and their 
children forever!

Inclined to 
Fear God

English Standard Version



Come, you children, listen to me; I
will teach you to fear the Lord
[with awe-inspired reverence and
worship Him with obedience].

Amplified Version

Your child has a real and
personal relationship with God
where they understand that you
both are under His authority
and that you’ve been given the
responsibility of helping him/her
know and follow HIS WAYS.

NOT ON HANDOUT



1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and 
mother” (this is the first commandment 
with a promise), 3 “that it may go well 
with you and that you may live long in 
the land.”

English Standard Version
Obeying YOU is 
obeying GOD

Your child has a real and
personal relationship with God
where they understand that you
both are under His authority
and that you’ve been given the
responsibility of helping him/her
know and follow HIS WAYS.

NOT ON HANDOUT



12 Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones, and the 
sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn to fear the 
Lord your God, and be careful to do all the words of this law, 13 and 
that their children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear 
the Lord your God, as long as you live in the land that you are going 
over the Jordan to possess.” 

English Standard Version



8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

English Standard Version



“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and 
does them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock.” 

English Standard Version



Jesus tells a Story about Two Houses











That which is sometimes 
consistent with Reality

That which is always consistent 
with Reality AND Truth

Both are TESTED BY the “STORMS OF LIFE” (Truth & Reality)



Over time, kids must become 
CONVINCED that God’s Word is 
not only TRUE but REAL.

This requires them to have 
REAL LIFE EXPERIENCES with 
God’s Word.



They first must KNOW
God’s Word and learn to 
think in BIBLICAL 
CATEGORIES.



They first must KNOW
God’s Word and learn to 
think in BIBLICAL 
CATEGORIES.



Repeated 
Opportunities
to exercise the 
Biblical Truth

Over time, as the Bible is repeatedly 
applied, the Biblical Truth becomes a 
deeply imbedded conviction.



God has given you the authority to direct your 
child to have a God-Orientation. This is what He 
wants for them. This will bring real blessing.

You, like your child, struggle
with having and maintaining a 
God-Orientation. However, the 
more you fear the Lord, the 
more authority you have with 
your children.


