


GREEN ACRES FAMILY,
We want to invite you along a journey with our church family. 
Each Easter, we pause to ponder with intentional depth, the 
sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross. The resurrection of 
Jesus is the final statement of salvation for mankind. This is the 
pivotal moment in history that all men are desperate for. As 
you walk through this Easter season, we have prepared daily 
Holy Week Devotionals to help guide you through the week. 
Starting on Sunday, April 10th, you will have one devotion per 
day. These devotionals may appear short, but are rich in 
content. 

You will also notice that each day has a kids element  that you 
can use if you have children in your home or with your 
grandkids. My personal prayer for you and your family this 
Holy Week is that the Lord will impact you in great ways 
through this week leading up to Easter Sunday. Seek Him with 
all your heart and I know the Lord will bless you as you draw in 
close to Him. 

We cannot wait to see you and worship with you this Easter at 
Green Acres! 

You are loved and you are prayed for,

Michael Gossett, Senior Pastor



Palm Sunday, Ap�l 10, 2022
Ma�hew 21:1-11, Ma� 11:1-10, John 12:12-36, John 12:37-50

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, it was the equivalent of 
walking the red carpet at the Oscars. He was at movie star status. Except, in 
this case, the red carpet was made of palm fronds spread out for Him to 
walk on. 

Palm fronds were a sign of respect and adoration, but also insurrection. The 
Jewish people had been waiting for the Messiah, their promised deliverer 
who would save them from oppression (Isaiah 9:6-7). They looked to Jesus 
to be their liberator and future king. 

But in a few short days, all of those hopes would be dashed. Casual fans of 
Jesus would scatter. Jesus came to die for the sins of the world, to liberate 
us in ways God’s people were not expecting. 

We now know the kingdom Jesus established was an eternal one, not an 
earthly one. Yet, we still find ourselves in the same place as those who were 
confused when Jesus didn’t live up to their expectations.

We, too, can walk through life with expectations for God. And while God 
does wonderful things for us, His plans don’t necessarily follow our 
expectations. In these times, we must decide whether we are faithful 
followers or fair-weather fans.

Are we willing to trust God and His plans for our lives — even when things 
don’t look like we thought they would? 

Consider:
Do you have expectations of God? If so, what are they? Be honest. 
Do you let your expectations and outcomes affect your love and pursuit 
of God? If so, how?
Think back. When is the last time God moved in a way you didn’t expect? 
What did you learn from that experience?

Kids Pe�pe�ive: 
Have you ever  been disappointed when something didn’t go the way you 
hoped it would? Maybe it was a gift you didn’t receive or an activity you 
didn’t get to do.  Some of the people who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday were disappointed; they wanted something that they didn’t 
get. They wanted Jesus to rule as King on earth and make their lives better 
right away. But, Jesus really gave them something even better than what 
they hoped for. He gave them and us forever life with God. We can trust 
that Jesus has great things for us because He loves us.  



Monday, Ap�l 11, 2022
Ma�hew 26:1-16, Ma� 14:1-11, Luke 22:1-6

The most important question for mankind is simply this: “Is Jesus the 
Messiah or not?” The Sanhedrin saw the great things Jesus did. They 
marveled at His teaching, but they worried that Jesus would disrupt their 
authority as teachers and leaders. So, the Sanhedrin tried to trap Jesus with 
questions and plotted to end His life. They did not know that it was for that 
death that Jesus came! (Romans 14:9)
 
Judas walked with Jesus for three years. It is worth noting that we can 
spend a lot of time around Jesus and His people without giving our hearts 
to Him. This was Judas’ story. Perhaps, Judas figured he would gain position 
and recognition when the Roman government was overthrown. Imagine 
Judas’ disappointment to learn Jesus came to build a spiritual kingdom, one 
marked by sacrifice and servanthood.   

Mary was a simple, Jewish woman. She was unmarried in a culture where a 
woman’s value came from her husband’s position. Yet, she had the honor of 
anointing Jesus’ body before His death. Mary took her perfume and knelt at 
Jesus' feet. Mary’s outward actions mirrored the inner posture of her heart. 
She bowed before Jesus in submission, opened her most valuable 
possession, and poured it on Jesus' feet.

Jesus Himself said, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for 
one's friends” (John 15:13). That is what Mary did before Jesus, and it’s 
ultimately what Jesus does for us.  

In the days leading up to Easter, it’s healthy to pause and consider who we 
think Jesus is. Is He a threat to our current way of life like He was to the 
Sanhedrin? Is He someone we’ve followed because we believe it will bring 
prestige as Judas did? Or, is Jesus our Lord? Would we sacrifice everything 
in response to His love like Mary? 

Consider:
How have you responded to who Jesus says He is? 
Have you ever responded to Him?  
When is the last time you worshipped Jesus outside of a Sunday? Take a 
few minutes today to respond to Jesus with reverence and awe. 

Kids Pe�pe�ive: 
When you think about Jesus, how do you picture Him? Do you picture Him 
as the sweet baby born in the manger? Is He your friend who brings you 
good things? Is He like a lucky charm that you pray to so you will pass your 
test or to help you hit a home run? People in the Bible saw Jesus is different 
ways: as a good teacher, as someone who could make their lives better, or 
as the Savior of the world. As Easter approaches, think about who Jesus is 
to you. He loves you and wants to be the Lord of your life. He wants to have 
a relationship with you. 



Tuesday, Ap�l 12, 2022
Ma�hew 21:23-46, Ma�hew 22:1-25, Ma� 12:1-37, Ma�hew 22:26-46

The goal of the religious leaders in Rome was to trick Jesus into 
blaspheming by asking deceptive questions. They wanted to show He was 
not the Messiah, but a lunatic. 

But Jesus answered every question with wisdom, and His popularity kept 
growing instead of shrinking (Matthew 22:33). 

It’s easy to judge the religious leaders for wanting to trick Jesus, but we 
often do the same thing. Often, we pretend we’re looking for understanding 
when we’re hoping to find justification. We need a reason to do what we 
want to do, and we hope we can “trick” God into giving us one. This 
rebelliousness breaks God's heart the same way the religious leaders' 
questions broke Jesus' heart.  

Proverbs 2:2-5 pleads with us, “call out for insight and cry aloud for 
understanding... look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure.”

Jesus tries to get the religious leaders to see their errors and repent. He 
tells stories designed to correct their thinking — the parable of the two 
sons, the parable of the evil farmers, and the parable of the Great Supper. 
But they don't give up. They ask whether they should pay taxes to Caesar, 
how marriage works after the resurrection, which is the greatest 
commandment, and whether Jesus believes the Messiah will be King 
David's son. 

Jesus laments for the religious leaders, saying, “What sorrow awaits you 
teachers of religious law and you Pharisees” (Matthew 23:13, NLT). 

God is a good Father who doesn’t begrudge us for asking questions. 
He welcomes our worries, our fears, our questions, and our concerns 
(1 Peter 5:7, Philippians 4:6-7). But if we’re not looking for honest answers, 
we’ll walk away disappointed just like the religious leaders in Jesus’ day.

Consider:
Not sure about your motives? Ask God to show you. Borrow the words 
from Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and 
know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting.”

Kids Pe�pe�ive: 
When you need help or have a question, whom do you ask? A friend or 
maybe your parents? Do you ask your friends or parents questions to get an 
honest answer or do you sometimes just want them to say what you want 
to hear? Many people in the Bible had lots of questions for Jesus. Often 
they didn’t want to learn from Him; they wanted to trick Him. We can bring 
all our questions before Jesus. And we should because He knows them 
anyway! Jesus will be honest with us; He will show us the way to go. 
Because Jesus loves us, we can be open with Him. 



Wednesday, Ap�l 13, 2022
Ma�hew 21:18-22, Ma� 11:12-14

When banks train their tellers to identify counterfeit money they do so, 
primarily, by having each teller study the real thing intensely. They know 
every inch of a genuine bill. So, when they are presented with a counterfeit, 
they will quickly identify it.  

We’ve all experienced a moment when we realize things are not as they 
seem. In Matthew 21, Jesus sees a fig tree full of beautiful leaves, a sign that 
it should be bearing fruit. But when He gets closer, there’s no fruit. The tree 
had all the outward signs of fruitfulness, but nothing below the foliage. 
Jesus cursed the tree, and it withered. 

Like the fig tree, many Israelites had all the outward signs of a relationship 
with God but no spiritual fruit. They were more worried about what the 
Roman officials thought of them than what God did. Accepting Jesus as God 
could create problems between themselves, the Roman government and 
even the citizenry. Following Jesus would be difficult and uncomfortable.

That’s how it is today, too. Following Jesus comes at a cost. Jesus teaches us 
that with unshakeable faith and fervent prayer, all things are possible 
(Matthew 21:21-22). Jesus wants us to have real, life-changing faith in Him, 
not to simply go through the motions. 

Consider:
Are you wholeheartedly seeking to please God? If not, what’s holding you 
back?
Is there an area of your life where other people’s opinions matter more to 
you than God’s opinion? Why do you think that is?
What’s one step you can take today to put more of your trust in Jesus?

Kids Pe�pe�ive: 
Do you ever try to be something you’re not? We all do that sometimes, but 
Jesus sees us for who we really are. In the Bible, Jesus cursed a beautiful, 
leafy tree because it didn’t produce any fruit. It looked good on the outside 
but in reality, there was nothing there. Sometimes we want to look good 
even when we aren’t. But Jesus knows. So instead of pretending to be 
something or someone we aren’t, let’s spend our time in seeking to please 
Jesus. Ask Him to help you become more like Him and not someone who 
just pretends to be. 



Thu�day, Ap�l 14, 2022
Ma�hew 26:36-46, Ma� 14:32-42, Heb�ws 4:14-16

Teachers will tell you most students thrive under clear instruction. Even if a 
topic is difficult, if a teacher models how to do it first, students are far more 
likely to understand and be successful when they get home and have to do 
it themselves. 

Jesus knew this, and right up to His death, He was giving His followers an 
example they could follow. When life gets hard, and we don’t know what to 
do next, we can look to what Jesus did in the hours leading to His arrest. 
 
The night before Jesus died, He asked, “Father, if you are willing, please take 
this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine” 
(Luke 22:42, NLT). Jesus knows hard. When we endure tough situations, we 
can look to Him and emulate His actions. 

Four things we can learn from Jesus’ actions before dying:
1.   When difficulties come… We don’t have to face them alone.  
      (Matthew 26:36-46)
2.   God is full of mercy in our times of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16)
3.   Jesus models honesty in the Garden. (Mark 14:34)
4.   We can trust God’s plan for us. (Mark 14:36)

No matter what circumstances we find ourselves in, regardless of our fear 
or uncertainty, we can look to Jesus and follow the example He set.

Consider:
What’s one hard thing you’re facing this week? Take some time right now 
to talk to God about it. 
Is there an area of your life where you feel isolated? If so, who can you 
reach out to today to start building a community?  
What does it look like for you to trust God’s plan for your life?

Kids Pe�pe�ive: 
Have you ever faced a problem? How did you deal with it? Jesus faced all 
kinds of problems at the end of His earthly life. In fact, did you know He 
even asked His Father, God, to take away His difficulties. Of course, they 
were not taken away; Jesus went on to suffer and die for us. Although Jesus 
did ask God to remove His suffering, He was willing to obey God because of 
His love for God and for us. So, how do we make it through hard times? We 
can remember these things: Jesus is with us, He is full of love and kindness 
towards us, and we can trust Him.  



Good F�day, Ap�l 15, 2022
Ma�hew 27:11-35, Ma�hew 27:36-60

Jesus suffered painfully. He had thorns pressed into His head, the flesh 
stripped from His body only to be subjected to suffocating on the cross.  

Hebrews 2:9-10 beautifully reminds us why Jesus suffered as He did: “But 
we do see Jesus... now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death 
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. In bringing many 
sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
what he suffered.” 

We celebrate Easter because of this great love, this great plan. We 
celebrate Jesus risen. We rejoice knowing His life gives ours meaning, 
knowing He overcame death, and we will live forever with Him. 

Jesus’ overcoming is also how we celebrate through suffering in our lives. 
Jesus overcame spiritual and physical death, and He has a plan for our 
suffering as well. Through our pain, God ministers to others, teaches us to 
trust Him, reveals Himself to us, and reminds us this world is coming to 
a close. 

No matter what we’re facing today, we take heart knowing God overcomes 
and has a great plan for every part of our lives. 

Consider:
Jesus suffered for your sin. Everything He went through we deserved.
What’s one way you can listen to God and learn from Him in times 
of suffering?
As we celebrate this Easter, do you know anyone who is hurting? What’s 
one way you can reach out to that person?

Kids Pe�pe�ive: 
It’s not fun to suffer, but we all do. We all have times when we are sad, 
angry, hurt and upset. Other times we suffer physically through sickness 
and pain. One thing about being human is we will all suffer. As Easter 
comes, we remember the suffering Jesus went through. His body was put 
through unbelievable physical hardship and death. BUT, we can be happy! 
Jesus came alive again! His suffering and coming back to life brought us life 
with God. So when we suffer either physically or emotionally, we can 
remember Jesus. He suffered too and showed us that we will make it 
through. Jesus will use what we go through to bring us closer to Him and to 
help others. How can you help others who are suffering?



Satu�ay, Ap�l 16, 2022
Ma�hew 27:62-64, Luke 23:55-56

We have all been disappointed by something or someone. But what do we 
do when the person we are disappointed with is God? 

Saturday must have been a dark day for those Jesus left behind. His 
disciples, family, and followers had just witnessed His death (Luke 23:49). 
Imagine the confusion and disappointment that lingered in the air. Did they 
miss something in His teaching? Was this how it all was supposed 
to end? 

To add injury to their grief, the Saturday was the Sabbath — a steadfast day 
of rest. Work was not permitted. Those left behind had nothing to distract 
them from the unanswered questions and deep hurt piercing their souls as 
they reflected on everything that transpired. 

If we’re not cautious, disappointment can lead to isolation, withdrawal 
and anger. 

So what do we do with our disappointment? We do what Jesus’ friends and 
family were forced to do. We rest. Rest in the promise that God is working 
behind the scenes, in ways we cannot see or even comprehend yet. Rest in 
the fact that while darkness leaves us waiting and feeling lost, light always 
follows (Psalm 30:5). 

Light always shines brightest after a period of darkness. Jesus’ loved ones 
did not know as they waited that the resurrection was coming. Oh, what a 
picture of the joy that can follow disappointment!

Consider:
Have you ever experienced disappointment followed shortly by relief? 
What happened? What did you learn from that experience?
When is the last time a period of darkness yielded a season of light? 
What’s one promise you can take from that season into the next one?

Kids Pe�pe�ive: 
It’s hard to be disappointed especially when it is in a person you love, like a 
friend or a parent. But have you ever been disappointed in God?! We 
probably all have. Maybe you thought you would get or even deserved a 
different outcome. That’s tough! After Jesus died, His friends and family 
had to be so disappointed! Can you imagine?? We know that Jesus was 
going to come to life again, but they didn’t (even though He had told them). 
They had to wait to see what would happen next, and that can be hard. 
Sometimes we have to wait on God too, and it’s so hard! When we wait on 
God, we are showing Him that we trust Him for the outcome. We trust Him 
to do what is right. AND…He always does because He loves us!



Ea�er Sunday, Ap�l 17, 2022
Ma�hew 28, Ma� 16, Luke 24, John 20

Easter is more than dressing up for church, hunting for eggs and pretty 
colors.  It’s a day to celebrate our belief that anything is possible with God. 
Once we see Jesus for who He is — the Son of God who died for our sins and 
rose from the grave — we are never the same. 

We see this transforming power in those Jesus appeared to on the first 
Easter. Jesus spent time with His followers, sharing meals with them and 
allowing them to touch the scars in His hands. These men and women were 
not seeing things or having out of body experiences. Jesus proved to them 
His resurrection was both literal and physical. “Look at my hands and feet. It 
is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I 
have” (Luke 24:39). 

The men and women who saw Jesus after the resurrection couldn’t go back 
to the way things were. They wrote the gospels, they started the global 
church, and spent their lives spreading the message that Jesus is alive. Their 
belief that Jesus died for their sins and rose from the grave changed them 
forever. 

In John 20:29, Jesus says we are even more blessed than His original 
followers because we believe and have not seen Him face-to-face. Our faith 
in Jesus puts an end to the power of sin and shame because we know “He 
was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification” 
(Romans 4:25). What a blessing!  

Because we have found a new life in Christ, we can rejoice through trials 
because we know God will work through all things, even hardship and pain, 
to bring good to our lives (Romans 8:28). 

This Easter Sunday, let’s be people whose words and actions demonstrate 
our belief that Jesus is alive. 

Consider:
How does your life reflect your belief that Jesus is alive? 
Are you struggling with unbelief and want some help? If so, let’s talk.  
Simply reach out to us at 

Kids Pe�pe�ive: 
HE IS RISEN! He is risen indeed! Isn’t that fun to say at church on Easter 
Sunday?! And you even get to say it LOUD, in church! Why do we celebrate 
Easter Sunday? Because Jesus is alive! He died and came back to life. His 
friends and family who saw Him alive after He had died must have been 
astounded! They were never the same; their lives were changed forever! If 
we believe in the risen Savior, Jesus, then we should be changed too. We 
should live our lives in joy that Jesus died for us and is now alive. How can 
others tell that you believe in Jesus?
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