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I AM SO EXCITED FOR YOU 
TO GET ON MISSION!  
I truly believe God uses mission trips to impact 

lives supernaturally. The people you serve 

will indeed be impacted, but those who serve 

on a trip are also transformed in incredible 

ways. Whether this is your first mission trip 

or your twenty-first, I can promise you will 

discover greater depth to your faith and return 

home changed.  My prayer for you is that you 

will experience the presence of God in your 

life in new ways while also gaining a better 

understanding of the tremendous need around 

the world for people to know Jesus. May God 

bless you as you embark on a journey designed 

to transform lives with the truth of Jesus Christ.

 John Roach
 Missions Pastor
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
Try to find some uninterrupted time in your day to read through in one sitting. 

Then take a few minutes daily leading up to your trip to focus on each section. Pay 

close attention to learning and practicing the 3 Circles. We have also included 

information about fundraising for your trip and reminders about what to pack. 

 

You also have an opportunity to write your personal testimony – this guidebook 

provides space for you to record your thoughts. You may feel more comfortable 

writing in a journal or typing it on a computer—whatever works best for you. It is 

your story to tell. Writing out your testimony helps you reflect and remember how 

the Lord has worked in your life and prepares you to share your story with others. 

 

The week before your trip can be hectic – don’t let getting ready for the journey 

take your mind off the mission. We have included some pre-trip devotionals to help 

frame your spiritual quiet time and provide reflection as you get ready to embark 

on this life-changing mission.  
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EXPECTATIONS
• Complete paperwork & travel documents

• Obtain required medications & immunizations 

• Attend team meetings

• Participate in preparation

• Be flexible while on mission

SPIRITUAL PREPARATION
• Read Pre-Trip Devos

• Review & memorize the 3 Circles

• Write your personal testimony

• Pray that you will be teachable and eager to serve

• Pray for your team leader and members of your team

• Pray for the people in the area where you will be serving 

• Pray for lives to be transformed with the truth of Jesus 
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THE 3 CIRCLES
The 3 Circles is an easy way to share the gospel. Take time to learn and practice 
before your trip. We will have 3 Circles tracts to use on mission, and you can also 
download the Life on Mission app to have on your phone. Share with a family 
member or friend to practice.

CIRCLE 2
Brokenness

CIRCLE 3
The Gospel

CIRCLE 1
God’s Design

GOD HAS A DESIGN for the way we should treat our families, 
work our jobs, and interact with friends and strangers; the plan is 
perfect. The challenge is that there is something within people that 
pushes us to depart from God’s design. The Bible has labeled that 
departure from God’s design “sin.” SIN LEADS TO A WORLD OF 
CONSEQUENCES. 
THE FEELING OF BROKENNESS IS THE RESULT of our poor 
choices or even the choices of others that negatively affect us. 
This state exemplifies itself in ruined relationships, addictions, 
unease, fear and a mountain of other negative circumstances and 
states of being. Our brokenness leads us to look in many different 
directions for change. The Bible’s word for change is “repent.” We 
want to change and repent but we realize that we can’t do much on 
our own. The good news is that God has a plan to fix the problem of 
brokenness; it’s called the “Gospel.”

The death and Resurrection of Jesus opens up the path by which 
we might return to the design of God. The path to restoration and 
redemption is this: REPENT AND BELIEVE. When we make the 
step of turning from our sins (repentance) and turning toward Jesus 
(belief), God restores us. We are then able to RECOVER AND 
PURSUE Christ, which brings us back to GOD’S DESIGN for our 
lives: purpose, forgiveness, community, hope, and joy. 

gabc.link/3Circles
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PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
Please write out your salvation experience. Include your life BEFORE Christ, how 

you CAME to Christ, your life AFTER coming to Christ.
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MISSION TRIP FINANCIAL SUPPORT PACKET
The physical, spiritual and financial cost of going on mission can sometimes feel 
overwhelming—and asking for help may even seem awkward or uncomfortable. 
But did you know that seeking support for your mission is Biblical?

In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, there are three ways that the Philippians were 
involved in supporting Paul in his ministry. The acrostic P.E.G. can help us remember 
these three key points: Pray. Encourage. Give. We will walk through these below, 
and you can use the attached letter to invite others to get involved in your mission.

Pray. In chapter one, as Paul updates the church about his situation in Rome and 
his defense of the gospel, he is confident “that this will turn out for my deliverance 
through your prayers” (Phil. 1:19). Thus, the first part of the mission partnership 
is based on prayer. Prayer for the missionary is the best form of support. However, 
there is more a friend or family member can do.

Encourage. In chapter two we learn that those at Philippi sent Epaphroditus, as 
Paul says, “to make up what was lacking in your ministry to me” (Phil. 2:30 CSB). It 
seems that Epaphroditus’ arrival was a great encouragement to Paul in his chains. 
Certainly, Epaphroditus brought news from the church, of their love and concern 
for Paul, and personal greetings. Also keep in mind that while encouragement will 
be a crucial component of your own mission, the conversations you have in seeking 
support may likewise encourage others to get on mission as well.

Give. In chapter four we learn that the church also sent a financial gift with 
Epaphroditus (Phil. 4:10). This was not the first time the Philippians had financially 
supported Paul’s missionary work.

“And you Philippians know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left 
Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving except 
you alone. For even in Thessalonica you sent gifts for my need several times” (Phil. 
4:15-16 CSB). From Acts 17 we know that Paul went to Thessalonica after leaving 
Philippi. Here we learn that the Philippians sent several gifts to support Paul’s 
work. Financial support played a crucial role in Paul’s mission. Don’t be afraid to ask 
for financial help and give others the opportunity to play a role in yours.

So, as you seek to gather support, we would ask you to mail or email a support 
letter (example on pg 9) to a minimum of 5 people and include Green Acres 
(missions@gabc.org).

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact us - 903-525-1109.
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SUPPORT LETTER EXAMPLE
Dear (Enter Name),

This Spring Break or summer, I will be joining Green Acres Baptist Church’s 
Missions Ministry on mission in Insert Location. We will be partnering with Insert 
the local church’s name or organization to help Insert what type of work/service 
you will be doing.

As I prepare to be sent out to serve, I’d like to ask for your support in three specific 
ways. First and foremost, please Pray for the mission of this trip. I ask that you pray 
for the leaders who are already on the ground serving and ministering in the name 
of Jesus. I ask that you also pray for our team as we prepare to serve. Pray that the 
Lord would equip us, that we would be safe traveling, and that the Lord would use 
us in mighty ways.

The second way that you can support me is to Encourage. Please encourage 
me as I prepare to go on mission. Pray that I will be an encouragement to my 
team members and also to the church that we are partnering with. Examples 
of encouragement: send a note of encouragement as I prepare for my mission, 
encouraging texts while on mission, and encouraging words as I get home from my 
mission.

The third way that I ask you to consider supporting this mission is to Give 
financially. The total trip cost is _____, which includes flights, lodging, and most of 
the meals. As I answer the call to serve, I invite you to also participate in our efforts 
of glorifying God in Insert Location.

The acrostic P.E.G. can help you remember these three key points: 
Pray. Encourage. Give.

Thank you so much!

(Enter your name)

All checks can be made payable to “GABC” and mailed to me for personal delivery 
to the GABC Missions Office. You can also go online to my “Managed Mission” 
account and pay there. Here is my link Insert your MM Link.



10 G R E E N  A C R E S  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H

WHAT TO BRING (WILL VARY BY TRIP):
Missions gear (T-shirt, hoodie, hat, etc.) 

Socks, underwear, PJ’s

Casual clothes 

Work clothes 

Tennis shoes 

Flip flops

Modest swimsuit

Sunscreen, chapstick

Hat 

Toiletries 

Bedding 

Bath/beach towel

Coat/jacket

Rain gear

Sunday morning church clothes

Spending money (meals, snacks, souvenirs)

1 Suitcase weighing under 50lbs 

1 Backpack 

WHAT TO PACK IN BACKPACK: 
Bible, pen/pencil, journal

Water bottle with your name on it 

Devices & charging cords 

Travel documents  
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The Great Commission Is Not a Suggestion
Matthew 28:19-20

MANY OF US ASSUME THAT MISSIONS AND “MISSIONARY STATUS” IS FOR 

SOMEONE ELSE . . .

That type of work is for the super spiritual, or the experienced traveler with a 

well-used passport, or the multilingual speaker with a natural talent for picking up 

new languages. We might even assume it’s for those adventurous people who don’t 

mind living in the most primitive of conditions. But not so . . .

Though courage is needed, missionary life doesn’t always require an address 

change. Instead, what it really requires is a change of our perspective, priorities, 

and passion. It requires an available spirit, one that is open to the leading of the 

Holy Spirit . . . a spirit that says, “I will go.”

But God is seeking ordinary people with missional mindsets . . . people willing to go! 

When we see our lives though the eyes of God’s kingdom mission and gain His 

heart for the world, we live differently, we give differently, and we love differently.

God is seeking ordinary people with missional mindsets; people willing to go. Now, 

here’s the thing: “Go” might look different for all of us. For you, it may involve 

boarding a plane or praying for the work God is doing in a certain country or 

through a missionary. Maybe you’re compelled to give financially or speak up about 

the gospel of Jesus Christ with a neighbor, coworker, stranger, or a man, woman, or 

child from a foreign country. Whatever it may be, each of us are called to be part of 

God’s redemptive work here and beyond our own borders.

For this time in history, in this moment, our Lord has chosen us to be His 

messengers here in our nation and to the ends of the earth! Nothing in life will ever 

outweigh the importance of advancing God’s kingdom. Our human, earthbound 

pursuits will always fall short. But if we will arise—if we will take a step of faith and 

GO—imagine what our great God will do!  

DEVOTIONALS DAY 1
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Real Love
1 John 4:10

One of the most awe-inspiring aspects of God’s nature is that He passionately and 
relentlessly pursues all people, each and every unique individual “from every tribe 
and language and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9). Each life is valued dearly by 
Him; so dearly that it cost Him His only Son to redeem the world. 

1 John 4:10 (NLT) says, “This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.” Romans 5:8 (NIV) 
proclaims, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Such love would clearly go any distance to reach the lost and the least—those 
who are suffering, hurting, and in need. And He has! He still does. And here is the 
amazing thing: He wants to include us in this amazing work to change lives and 
save people! He is inviting us to get in the story of salvation. Right now, today, He 
is calling us to arise and go the distance to reach our neighbor, our nation, and the 
ends of the earth with His great love.

Another compelling aspect of God’s nature is His profound compassion for “the 
least of these” . . .  those described in Matthew 25 as the hungry and thirsty, the 
stranger, the sick, the naked, and the prisoner. Remember, the least of these does 
not just refer to the poor, the widow, and the orphan . . . this term can also apply 
to the richest of men and women in the world if they don’t know Jesus. Despite 
their wealth, too often, they are among the most lacking. Many carry within them 
a spiritual poverty and gnawing thirst for something more, something that no 
amount of money can alleviate or satisfy. They, too, are in great need of a Savior. 

And what about the unreached people groups of the world? Those who’ve never 
heard the name of Jesus Christ and why He came for us? Over 65,000 people 
groups are considered unreached today. That adds up to a minimum of two billion 
individuals who still haven’t been reached with the gospel. We have an amazing 
opportunity in front of us; we have been given the resources and platform to 
change lives and bring the hope of Jesus to people around the world like never 
before!

The mission of making Christ, our Savior, Deliverer, and Redeemer, known to the 
world isn’t finished. The lost and the least live and die apart from any knowledge 
of Him . . . unless someone tells them. You can be that someone! You can get in the 
story and carry His mission to the ends of the earth. You can pray, give, go, and 
speak. He’s empowered us with the Holy Spirit to be His witnesses (Acts 1:8), and 
rest assured . . . all of Heaven is on our side!

DEVOTIONALS DAY 2
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The Call for Us All
Romans 10:14-15

“But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how 
can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they 
hear about him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them 
without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, ‘How beautiful are the feet of 
messengers who bring good news!’”—Romans 10:14–15 (NLT)

Imagine this with me: An actress is filming a scene but she wasn’t given any lines 
at all. She just stands there in front of a green screen with no clue what the scene 
is, what her role is, or what she needs to say or do. When they start rolling, she is 
baffled and stands there like a deer in the headlights. The director yells cut and 
is upset by what just took place . . . but does he have any right to be? How can she 
know what to do or say if she wasn’t given a script or any context for what was 
taking place in the scene? 

In today’s verse, the apostle Paul essentially questions the same thing as it pertains 
to faith. How can we expect people who aren’t told about the gospel to live out the 
gospel? How can we get so indignant at nonbelievers when their lifestyle doesn’t 
line up with the Christian way of life they know little to nothing about—and what 
some unfortunately see as a poor representation of living in Christ, as portrayed 
by the mainstream media and sometimes by Christians living as poor witnesses. 
How can we expect them to live according to the message of the cross when “the 
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing” (1 Corinthians 1:18 
NIV)? How can they be saved if believers don’t tell them about the good news of 
salvation?

My friends, if you are in Christ, if you are His disciple, you have been sent. It’s 
not just a call for some Christ-followers, it’s not just the job of a select group of 
believers or pastors . . . it’s everyone’s mission. Mark 16:15 (NIV) says, “Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to all creation,” while Matthew 28:19 (NIV) says, 
“go and make disciples of all nations.” This is for all of us. 

You don’t need Bible college training to do this. Like the woman at the well who 
immediately went into her town to tell people about Jesus, you just need to tell 
people the good news that Jesus loves them, died for them, and can change their 
lives and hearts in ways they never thought possible. Like the blind man in John 
9:25 (NIV), you don’t need to know everything, because he said, “One thing I do 
know. I was blind but now I see!” 

The gospel of Jesus has the power to change every heart on its own. All you need to 
do is be the messenger who delivers this good news.

DEVOTIONALS DAY 3



14 G R E E N  A C R E S  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H

A Child’s Admiration
Isaiah 6:8

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’”—Isaiah 6:8 (NIV)

In the past few days, we’ve talked about what God’s call to mission may look like 
and what God’s overall purpose for missions is. Today we will talk about how we 
should respond to the mission. 

A young boy of about eight years old watches his dad with awe and admiration 
build a custom-made table in their garage. His father loves his work, but he loves 
the boy even more. He catches a glimpse of his son watching in amazement with 
eyes wide and full of wonder. He puts down his tools, looks up curiously, and asks 
himself aloud, “I would love some help on this project, but I wonder who would 
want to help me? Who would want to do this even though it’s not always easy or 
fun?” The boy almost immediately jumps in front of his father and boldly responds, 
“I do! I can! I will!” From that moment forward, the father begins to instruct the boy 
on what steps to take and gives him more opportunities to take the lead. 

Although the father did not need any help, and certainly not any help from a child, 
he loved his son so much that he invited him to take part in his work. He did it to 
teach his son because the process will require humility, submission, and patience. 
Yet he also did it to spend time with his son because the process will also result in a 
greater bond, trust, and devotion. 

And the same is true for us!

In today’s passage, God allows Isaiah to witness His glorious throne room. Similar 
to the wonder of a child, yet perhaps more intense, Isaiah stands in awe of the Lord 
and cries out saying “Woe to me! . . . I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips . . . 
and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty” (Isaiah 6:5 NIV). 

With this repentant heart, the Lord atones for his sin by commanding a seraphim 
to cleanse his mouth with a live coal. He does not leave Isaiah in his state of despair 
and hopelessness; rather, He redeems him. We see right after, though, that God 
also does not leave Isaiah distant or purposeless; rather, He graciously extends 
him the opportunity to take part in His plans for the same reasons the father gave 
his son the opportunity to work with him—to grow his character and to grow their 
relationship.

Regardless of the uncertainty or difficulty of the task, the awe, reverence, and love 
we have for our Lord should outweigh those factors and bring us to accept our 
mission with the same child-like, courageous faith!

DEVOTIONALS DAY 4
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Just Say the Word
Jonah 3:1-2

“Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, ‘Arise, go to 
Nineveh, the great city, and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell 
you.’”—Jonah 3:1–2 (NASB)

It took just eight words: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown” (Jonah 3:4 
NASB). Although Jonah bereaved his calling, his reluctance was nonnegotiable. Once 
he conceded to God’s order, the bedraggled prophet journeyed into Nineveh to deliver 
God’s judgment upon the people. Then, all at once, “the people of Nineveh believed 
in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of 
them” (Jonah 3:5 NASB). 

Bedraggled indeed! Imagine what the people of Nineveh saw that day. A man with skin 
bleached white from his voyage inside a fish. Perhaps seaweed draped from his body 
as he stumbled throughout the city proclaiming God’s verdict upon their atrocities. 

Jonah, who had once resisted God’s call to warn the Ninevites, now stood among 
his enemy as an extension of God’s lovingkindness. Jonah relented, and the people 
repented. 

This bothered Jonah! The unbridled cruelty the Assyrians had inflicted on his 
countrymen justified their destruction. It was altogether unthinkable that God would 
show even a modicum of mercy. But Jonah knew God, and he knew what would 
happen.

The impact of Jonah’s appearance and the story he undoubtedly shared of his journey 
was certainly one avenue for their repentance. But ultimately, the word of God, His 
truth, and His desire was what prompted the Ninevites to act. This word from God 
was delivered in simplicity—no flowery dialogue or grandiose theology was required. 
Just eight words empowered by the Almighty God created the greatest revival in the 
history of mankind.

The Lord’s desire to call people to Himself hasn’t wavered. He doesn’t want anyone 
to perish but come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). That’s all people need to hear! Then 
God’s word accomplishes all it intends (Isaiah 55:11). The process begins when God 
stirs the hearts of the unsaved, and it finds its way through the voices of His people–
ordinary people with truth on their lips. The Ninevites didn’t believe Jonah, they 
believed God. And God knew they would.

Jonah’s mission was incredible, yet his journey was physically and spiritually arduous. 
You might not feel led to go on an overseas mission trip, but what about reaching 
an isolated neighbor, a Muslim friend, or an unnerving cousin? The Church is 
commissioned first and foremost to go and tell. You don’t have to go to the ends of the 
earth—just look around you. Who is God leading you to speak to with His truth?

DEVOTIONALS DAY 5
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